
Who, What, Where, When, Why, and How?

January 7, 2009 OSPI Winter Conference

Sheila Ammons, ECSE Supervisor

Sandy Grummick, Data Manager

Adapted from the May 2007 ECO center training 

presentation by Kathy Hebbeler  



¾Explain the purpose of collecting outcome 

data

¾ Identify who is involved in data collection

¾Outline the process of making rating 

decisions

¾Describe how to use the revised reporting 

template

¾Review child specific and data reporting 

timelines

¾Describe how and when to submit COSF data 

to OSPI



¾Age of Accountability
ÁOffice of Special Education Programs (OSEP) being asked by 

Congress to produce outcome data

º To quantify developmental gains made by young 

children in their special education programs

¼ Examine program effectiveness

¼ Are children truly making progress?

º Provide cost-benefit data to Congress in order to 

maintain funding for special education programs

¼ Should special education programs continue to receive 

federal funding?  Increase in funding at federal level? 

º Ultimately, to better serve children and families 



¾2005 OSEP requirement to submit outcome 

data on the Annual Performance Report (APR)

¾State Performance Plan (SPP) Indicator 7:  

Percentage of preschool children with IEPs 

who demonstrate improved:
º Positive social-emotional skills (including social 

relationships)

º Acquisition and use of knowledge and skills (including 

early language/communication and early literacy)

º Use of appropriate behavior to meet their needs



¾Percentage of children who:

Áa. Did not improve functioning

Áb. Improved functioning, but not sufficient to 

move nearer to functioning comparable to same -

aged peers

Ác. Improved functioning to a level nearer to 

same-aged peers, but did not reach it 

Ád.  Improved functioning to a level comparable 

to same-aged peers

Áe.  Maintained functioning at a level comparable 

to same-aged peers





ÁOSEP funded the Early Childhood Outcomes (ECO) 

Center www.the -eco-center.org to research and 

make recommendations 

º Which areas are most relevant to collect outcome 

data, for all students who receive special education 

services

¼Comprised of functional skills

º Recommend an appropriate measurement tool to 

collect outcome data

¼ The ECO center developed the Child Outcome Summary 

Form (COSF)



1.  Children have positive social relationships

With adults, other children, within groups

2.  Children acquire and use knowledge and 

skills

Thinking, reasoning, remembering, problem 

solving, using language, understanding 

physical and social world

3.  Children take appropriate action to meet 

their needs

Taking care of basic needs, getting from place 

to place, using tools, self -help skills 



¾The studentõs IEP team (service provider/s, 

parents) determine the COSF rating

º Determination not made by any single person

º Includes input from multiple sources/measures

º Decision tree for summary rating discussions

¾Lickert scale used for rating skills

Á1-7 with 7 indicating age -appropriate functioning

ÁLower numbers indicate distance from age -

appropriate functioning




