Washington State K-12 Science Standards                                                                        Catapult Challenge


Reflections on a Catapult
1. Catapults are a means for transferring energy from one place to another.  Provide three examples of energy transfer seen in your work with the catapult. Name the type of energy as you describe the transfer. 
2. Name and describe four variables affected how well your catapult worked?  Which, if any of these variables, were not as important to the success of your catapult?  How did you find out for sure? 
3. Describe three ways it was helpful (or not) to work as a team? 

4. Think of an idea for how to improve the catapult and illustrate how you might test that idea?  
5. If a particular arrangement of the catapult works really well, is it necessary to test it the same way again?  Why or why not?  

6. Why might this catapult be called a system? What evidence do you have that it is a system? What are its parts?  What are the inputs and outputs in the catapult system? 

7. Name or draw and label two subsystems that are found within one catapult?  
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