
Gangs in Schools: 
Recognizing  Street  Gangs 

  
 



INTRODUCTORY REMARKS 
 

This presentation is for information and training purposes only. 

 

The information should not be used as  

the sole means of determining a studentôs involvement  

in gangs or in criminal street gang activity  

or the need for administrative/disciplinary action. 

 

The existence of one or more of the gang indicators  

does not constitute disciplinary or criminal activity in itself.  

Please remember that being a member of one of these groups  

does not, in itself, constitute a crime. 

 

Remember, too, in the context of school, they are students first. 

 

The totality of the circumstances surrounding an individual or event must be 

considered before a final determination or course of action takes place. 

 

If you feel circumstances are present that warrant action,  

you should immediately contact the proper personnel and  

strictly adhere to all appropriate school policies. 
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5    Whatôs the difference?      5 



What is a street gang? 

ÅCommon definition: 

o 3 or more persons 

o Engage in criminal activity 

collectively 

o Identifiable leadership 

o Ongoing relationship 

o Common name, signs, 

symbols, or colors 

o Exclusivity 

o Turf or territory 

o Typical age 14-24 years 

RCW 28A.600.455 



Cultural Influences 

ÅMusic 

ÅMovies 

ÅMagazines 

ÅInternet 

ÅVideo Games 

ÅPeers 

ÅFamily 
 

http://www.snoopdogg.com/discography/default.aspx/pid/2363
http://www.myspace.com/


Cultural Influences 

Celticsô Paul Pierce was fined $25,000 for throwing up a 

gang hand sign (Piru) at a loud spectator in 2008. 



Multi -Generational Gangs 

ÅChildren raised in a gang culture 

ÅGangs become the ñnormò for youth 

ÅWashington has third-generation gang families 

ÅOlder siblings 

ÅChildren emulating gang behaviors 

 



Washingtonôs gangs were originally imported from other areas,  

and more recently have been gangs that develop locally.  

Mobility  



 

Chicago -Origin Gangs:  

Å  Associated with gang ñnationsò 

Å  Formal hierarchy and organization 

Å  Territorial 

Å  Strongly segregated by race 

Å  Long history 

 

California -Based Gangs:  

Å  May associate with prison gangs 

Å  May associate with gang nations 

Å  Rather loose organization 

Å  Generally segregated by race 

Å  Territorial 

 

Mobility  



unless  you know what you are looking for.  

Gangs can be hard to recognize  . . .  
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Bloods  

Latin Kings  

Vice Lords  

Crips  

Gangster Disciples  

 

ñAll is well.ò ñAll is one.ò 

Dress ñleftò Dress ñrightò 

Traditional Gang Identities & Identifiers 



Dressing ñleftò 

Traditional Gang Identities & Identifiers 
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Sureño:  
Å Little Valley Lokotes  

Å Bell Garden Lokotes  

Å Vatos Lokos  

Å South Side Locos  

Å El Monte Flores  

Å Brown Pride Mexicans  

Å South Side Playboys  

Å Logan Heights Clicca  

Å Old City Panama  

Å South Side Kings  

Norteño:  
Å Rosmere Nortenos  

Å North Side Locos  

Å Norte Mafia  

Å North Side Varrio  

Crip:  
Å Holly Blocc Hellraisers  

Å Rollinô 60s 

Å Young Oriental Troops  

Å Thug Life  

Å Lakewood Hustlers  

Blood:  
Å East Side Piru  

Å Low Profile  

Å Oriental Loko Boyz  

Å East Side Mafia Bloods  

Å West Side Street Mobb  

Gangster Disciples:  
Å Deuce Eight  

Å Tillicum Park Gangsters  

Traditional Gang Identities & Identifiers 



ά.ƭŀŎƪέ {ǘǊŜŜǘ DŀƴƎǎ 

ÅCrips  

ÅBloods  

ÅPiru  

ÅHoover Criminals  

ÅBlack Gangster Disciples  

ÅVice Lords  
 

 

Traditional Gang Identities & Identifiers 



ÅAssociated with Folk Nation 

ÅTurf-oriented, active in drug traffic 

ÅOrigins: 

o Los Angeles 

o 1970s 

o Compton HS 

ÅRivals: 

o Bloods, Latin Kings, 

Vice Lords 

Traditional Gang Identities & Identifiers 



ÅIdentifiers: 

o Color Blue (primary) 

o Also Light Blue, Gray, 

White, Purple 

o May dress ñleftò 

o Letter ñCò 

o Six-pointed star 

o Number 6 

o ñSoxò hats 

 

Traditional Gang Identities & Identifiers 

http://www.bandanas.net/21114.htm
http://www.belts-n-things.com/acatalog/BANDANAS.html
http://prosites-lottofun9.homestead.com/purplebandanas.html


ÅIdentifiers: 

o Pitchforks ñupò 

o Donôt write ñCKò 

o Examples ï  

o ñwrite baccò 

o ñwrite bakò 

o Word ñslobò or  

ñsloopò as a  

put-down to Bloods 

o Graffiti includes ñBKò 

Traditional Gang Identities & Identifiers 



ÅAssociated with People Nation 

ÅTurf-oriented, active in drug 

traffic 

ÅOrigins: 

o Los Angeles 

o 1970s 

o Response to 

Crip gang 

o Piru is a subset or 

a separate gang 

Traditional Gang Identities & Identifiers 



ÅIdentifiers: 

o Colors Red (primary) 

o Also Burgundy, Green, Brown, 

Tan 

o Letter ñBò or ñUBNò 

o Word ñdamuò 

o Number 031 (ñI am bloodò) 

o Boston Red Sox Hats 

o Local sets may 

use other letters 

o Tattoos ï blud or MOB 

are common 

Traditional Gang Identities & Identifiers 



ÅIdentifiers: 

o Five-pointed star 

o Cross out letter ñCò 

o Replace ñCò with ñBò 

(example ñclassò becomes 

ñblassò) 

o Graffiti may include 

ñCKò or ñCrabò 

o Pitchforks ñdownò 

o May dress ñrightò 

Traditional Gang Identities & Identifiers 



ÅCalifornia Street Gang 

ÅOriginally ñHoover Cripsò but now a 

separate gang 

ÅContinued allegiance to Crips and 

Folk Nation 

ÅOrigins: 

ÅLos Angeles 

ÅHoover Avenue 

Traditional Gang Identities & Identifiers 



ÅIdentifiers: 

o Colors Orange and Blue 

o Letter ñHò 

o Number 74 or 52 (83 and 92) 

o ñHò handsign 

o Otherwise similar 

to Crips 

Traditional Gang Identities & Identifiers 



Hoover Criminals  

Courtesy  nwgangs.com 

Traditional Gang Identities & Identifiers 



ÅAssociated with Folk Nation 

ÅOrigins: 

o 1960s 

o Two gangs joined 

to form BGDN 

 

Traditional Gang Identities & Identifiers 



ÅIdentifiers: 

o Colors Black, Blue 

o Also Grey, White 

o Letters ñBGDò or ñGDò or 

ñGò 

o Pitchforks ñupò 

Traditional Gang Identities & Identifiers 



ÅIdentifiers: 

o Six-point stars 

o Number 360 

o Number 274 or 74 

o Pitchfork Hand signs 

 

Traditional Gang Identities & Identifiers 



ÅñConservative Vice Lordsò 

ÅñAlmighty Vice  

Lord Nationò 

ÅPeople Nation affiliation 

ÅRivals: 

o Folk Nation gangs 

o Crips, BGD 

Traditional Gang Identities & Identifiers 



ÅIdentifiers: 

o Colors Red and Black 

o Five-point stars 

o Numbers 5 and 3-22-12 

o Letters VL, AVLN, VLN, CVL 

o Pyramid with eye above,  

top hat and cane 

o Five-point crown 

o Playboy bunny 

facing left 

Traditional Gang Identities & Identifiers 


