STATE OF WASHINGTON

OFFICE OF SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION

Amendment to Questions & Answers released on 8-17-2011

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS (RFP): SBAC RFP-04

 Note to potential respondents:

This Amendment is intended to revise, clarify and become part of the SMARTER Balanced Assessment Consortium Request for Proposals to Develop Item and Task Specifications, Style Guide, Bias and Sensitivity Guidelines, and Accessibility and Accommodations Guidelines, SBAC RFP No. 04, issued on July 26, 2011.. 
· All amendments, addendums, and notifications will be posted on the OSPI Web site and released via the Washington Electronic Business Solution (WEBS) Web site. 

The recent posting of the Q & A for RFP SBAC-04 included a response to question Q8 inquiring whether separate proposals would be required for each component a prospective candidate would choose to bid.  Though the first response, affirming the notion of separate proposals, would suffice in meeting the needs of the review process, it was determined recently that requiring separate proposal for each component might make managing the review process cumbersome for all parties.  To that extent, OSPI wishes to modify the previous response as follows:

The intent of the submission process is for the proposal review team to be positioned to evaluate each component independent of the others allowing for determination of the best suited vendor for the specific work.  Vendors wishing to bid on more than one component of the solicitation may submit their proposal as one, but the construction of the proposal must be such that the components can be broken out sufficiently (discernable enough) for the review team to evaluate as if separate submittals. This would include the technical, management, and cost portions of the proposal.  As displayed in the RFP, the scoring criteria is established to allow for this separate rating process.  That being stated, if a bidder believed that their cost proposal could provide savings to the consortium through a “bundling” of components, OSPI would like to know of this cost adjustment through a separate clause/entry in the bid submission that can be evaluated in separate context from the component rating process.
