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1.   QEC Purpose & Responsibilities
Section 114, ESHB 2261
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3.   Other Workgroups & the QEC
ǐ Funding Formulas (Section 112)

ǐ Local Finance (Section 302)

ǐ Compensation (Section 601)

ǐ SBE Graduation Requirements (Section 111)

ǐ K-12 Data Governance (Section 203)

ǐ System Capacity Report - OSPI (Section 113)

ǐ Early Learning (Governor Gregoireletter 6/8/2009)
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Á Four Representatives and Four Senators
Á One representative each of:
Á Office of the Governor

Á Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction

Á State Board of Education

Á Professional Educator Standards Board

Á Department of Early Learning

Á Chair selected from the members of Council

Á Staffed by OSPI and OFM, with additional support provided by 
entities with representatives on the Council

Á Meets no more than 4 times a year
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Recommend and inform the ongoing 

implementation by the Legislature of an 

evolving Program of Basic Education and 

the financing to support it
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ÁDevelop strategic recommendations on the Program of 
Basic Education and update them every four years

ÁTake into consideration the capacity of the K-12 system as 
reported by OSPI, the availability of data, and progress of 
implementing data systems

ÁRecommendations for modification are based on evidence of 
effectively supporting student learning

Á Identify measurable goals and priorities for the K-12 
system for a 10-year time period

Á Including strategies for statewide coordination to eliminate the 
achievement gap and reduce student dropout rates
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ÁMay request updates and progress reports from 
education agencies and working groups established by 
the Legislature.
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Recommendations for:

1. Resolving issues requiring legislative action during 2010 session

2. Any funding necessary to continue development and 
implementation of ESHB 2261

3. Schedule for concurrent phase-in of changes to the Program of 
Basic Education and implementation of funding formulas and 
funding to support the changes, with full implementation 
completed by September 1, 2018

4. Schedule for phasing-in new pupil transportation formula, 
beginning no later than September 1, 2013

5. Consideration of a statewide beginning teacher mentoring and 
support system

6. A Program of Early Learning for at-risk children
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The Legislature intends that the redefined 

Program of Basic Education and funding for 

the Program be fully implemented by 2018

Section 1, ESHB 2261
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ÁKey sections of ESHB 2261 take effect September 1, 2011

ÁDefinition of Program of Basic Education(Section 101)

ÁDescription and definition of the Instructional Program of Basic 

Education to be provided by school districts(Section 104)

ÁFramework for new prototypical school funding formula, including repeal 
of current formula based on staffing ratios (Section 106)

ÁAt the same time, the bill states: 
Ȱ4ÈÅ ÐÒÏÔÏÔÙÐÉÃÁÌ ÓÃÈÏÏÌ ÆÕÎÄÉÎÇ ÆÏÒÍÕÌÁÓ ÓÈÁÌÌ ÂÅ ÉÍÐÌÅÍÅÎÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ 
extent the technical details of the formula have been established and 

ÁÃÃÏÒÄÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÁÎ ÉÍÐÌÅÍÅÎÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÓÃÈÅÄÕÌÅ ÁÄÏÐÔÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ ,ÅÇÉÓÌÁÔÕÒÅȢȱ

(Section 112)
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The new Instructional Program of Basic Education includes:

Á Increased minimum instructional hours 
Á 1,000 hours in grades 1-6 and 1,080 hours in grades 7-12

Á Increased according to an implementation schedule adopted by the Legislature

ÁFull-Day Kindergarten 
Á 1,000 hours  and 180 full days

Á Phased-in beginning with schools with highest poverty levels (RCW 28A.150.315)

ÁOpportunity to complete 24 credits for graduation
Á Subject to phased-in implementation of the 24 credits established by Legislature

Á Course distribution requirements established by SBE

Sections 104 and 107
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ÁThe object of the schedule is to assure that any 
increases in funding are timely, predictable, and occur 
concurrently with any increases in program or 
instructional requirements.

Á4ÈÅ ,ÅÇÉÓÌÁÔÕÒÅȭÓ ÉÎÔÅÎÔ ÉÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÎÏ ÉÎÃÒÅÁÓÅÄ 
expectations be imposed on schools or districts without 
an accompanying increase in resources as necessary to 
support the increased expectations.

Section 112
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ÁSPI must phase-in implementation of the new distribution 
formula for allocating state funds to school districts for 
transportation of students to and from school.

ÁPhase-in is according to an implementation schedule adopted by the 
Legislature, beginning no later than 2013-14

Section 311
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ÁConvened by OFM, with OSPI assistance & support
Á Representatives of agencies, school districts, ESDs, education associations, and 

others with expertise in education finance

ÁMonitored and overseen by Legislature and QEC

ÁReport to Legislature by December 1, 2009:
ÁDevelop details of new funding formulas

ÁRecommend implementation schedule for phasing-in increased 
program or instructional requirements concurrently with increases in 
funding, for adoption by Legislature

ÁExamine possible sources of revenue to support increased funding and 
present options to Legislature and QEC
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ÁConvened by OFM, with OSPI assistance & support
ÁRepresentatives of agencies, school districts, ESDs, education 

associations, and others with expertise in education finance

ÁMonitored and overseen by Legislature and QEC

ÁReport to Legislature by December 1, 2011:
ÁDevelop options for new system of supplemental school funding through 

local levies and local effort assistance

ÁConsider impact of new Basic Education funding system

ÁRecommend phase-in that ensures no district suffers decrease due to 
implementation of new supplemental funding system
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