
 

Attachment D 
 

Early Learning Technical Working Group 
 
Charge of the Working Group: 
The Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction, with the assistance and support 
from the Department of Early Learning, will convene a technical working group to 
develop a comprehensive plan for a voluntary program of early learning.  
 
Within the comprehensive plan, the technical working group will include the 
opportunities and barriers of at least two options: 
 

(a) A program of early learning under the program of basic education; and 
(b) A program of early learning as an entitlement, either statutorily or constitutionally 

protected. 
 

 
The technical working group shall make recommendations to the quality education 
council and to the early learning advisory council by November 1, 2011.  A progress 
report will be provided to both councils no later than July 1, 2011. 
 
Working Group Composition: 
 
The working group will be composed of: 

o One representative from the Department of Early Learning 
o One representative from the Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction 
o One representative from the Office of the attorney general 
o Two members of the early learning advisory council 
o One representative of Thrive by Five Washington 

 
Additional stakeholders with early learning expertise will be appointed by the early 
learning advisory council. 
 
Advisory Sub-Groups: 
The working group will convene advisory subgroups on specific topics to assure 
participation and input from a broad array of diverse stakeholders.  
 
Key Dates and Tasks: 
 

 
Action 

OSPI Staff  Activities Date 

Identify members of 
the workgroup 

Bob Butts/ Bonnie 
Beukema 

- Agency members have 
been selected 
- ELAC members to select 
representatives at their 
mid-May meeting 

May 21, 2010 



 

Initial Meeting Bonnie Beukema - Provide overview of the 
assignment 
- Hear from Legislative 
sponsor 
- Presentation from the 
Assist. AG on Basic Ed 
parameters 
- Decide on Work plan 

June 15, 
2010 
Puget Sound 
ESD 

Hire individual to 
support the 
workgroup 

Jessica Vavrus, Bob 
Butts, Bob Hamilton 
(DEL) 

- Obtain hiring approval July 15, 2010 

Progress Report to 
the QEC 

To be determined 
 
 

- Status Report  July 1, 2011 

Final Report to the 
QEC 

To be determined - Decide on 
recommendations 

November 1, 
2011 

 
 
  



 

Attachment E 
 
Key Questions to Consider/Recommendations to be Addressed: 
 
The technical working group will prepare recommendations that address the following: 
 

1. Development of the eligibility criteria for access to the early learning programs; 
 

2. Program standards, including direct services to be provided, number of hours per 
school year, teacher qualifications, and transportation requirements; 

 
3. Development of student and system performance measures for early learning;   

 
4. Criteria for eligible providers for the programs of early learning with specific 

information regarding whether or not providers may be: 
 

a. Approved, certified or licensed by the department of early learning; and 
b. Public, private, nonsectarian, or sectarian organizations; 
 

5. Governance responsibilities for the Superintendent of Public Instruction and the 
Department of Early Learning; 

 
6. Funding necessary to implement a voluntary program of early learning, including 

early learning teachers, professional development, facilities, and technical 
assistance, 
 

7. A timeline for implementing a program of early learning; 
 

8. The early childhood education and assistance program’s role in the program of 
early learning; and  

 
9. Other topics deemed to be relevant by the working group 




















