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copy of Wmurne}h«t/n&rﬂf ed & postage prepald, to all partles opthelr counsel of record. | certify under
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IN THE MATTER OF THE EDUCATION

) -
CERTIFICATE OF . ) OPP No. D05-11-127
)
JEFF HILBURN ) FINAL ORDER OF
CERTIFICATES NO. 390335H ) REVOCATION
) .

. COMES NOW Gene Sharratt, Review Officer of ﬁe -Ofﬁce 6f Superintendent of Public
Instruction (OSPI), having reviewed the files of the above-referenced case, and having
considered the argumenté‘ of each party and the recomrﬁéndatioh of the Admissibns and
Professional Conduci‘ Advisory Committee, does hereby order that the Waé.hil;gton Education
Certificates (Residency Teacher and Substitute Teacher), No. 390335H, of Jeff Hilburn be

revoked based on the Findiﬁgé of Pact and Conclusions of Law set forth below:

'FINDINGS OF FACT

1. Jeff Hiibuin wag issued a Washingion Education Certiﬁcai:e, No. 390335H, on

‘Angust 16,_200 1. That certificate currently rémaing valid,

2. Teff Hilburn was employed by the Miikilteo School District, _

3. On November 21, 2005, the Office of Professionl Pmctic_:es;‘v.viﬂlin OSPI, received a

complaint letter from the Superintendent of the Mukilteo School District alléging a lack of good

moral character or personal fitness, and/or a violation of the Code of Professional Conduct,

Washington Administrative Code (WAC) 181 ~87, by Jeff Hilbum.. -
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4. During the 1997-1998 school year, Mr, Hilbum, then a classified employee of the o

Issaquah School District, resided in a house belonging o [ | . = . <

15 year old daughter, E.C., and her 13 year old daughter, L.C., also resided in the house,

3. During the 1997-1998 school yeé:r, Mr, Hilburn developed and expressed

romantic/emotional feelings and/or attraction towards L.C. and E.C.

- 6. In August of 1997, Ms. - learned of Mr. Hilburn’s attraction to her daughters and

ordered him out of t.he home. She verbally aélvised Mr. Hilburn to have no further contagt with

her daughters or son,

7. . During February of 1998, Mir, Hilburn delivéred a Valentine’s card to the thirteen-year-

old student L.C. The card, trimmed in roses, stated: “To & very good friend and a beautiful

‘young woman from a not very secret admirer”; “2-98”; “Happy Valentine’s Day”.

8. Aftor being warned agein by ||| G o bove oo more contact with her

daugh‘;ers, M. Hilbli;‘;l sent L.C. & card during Merch of 1998, which stated: “OK, this is late or

maybe it’s early for next year. After having sent and, received gazillions of cards from women .

my own age, here’s one for someone who deserves it. Some days this longing just comes over

the 8o that T'll actually drive out just for a cup of something and a- visit With‘yo'u. See what-

power yoﬁ have? Ah, what’s a _guy to do...?” Mr. Hilburn atso included two cartoons,
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ES ' In March of 1998 Mr. Hilburn, was sent a written letter :&om_ telling him
to stay away from her children and not to visit L.C, at the coffee shop where she worked, She .
advised that she would seek to obtain a restraining order if he continued to try and contact her or

her children.

10.  During May of 1998 Mr, Hilburn frequented the coffee shop where E.C. was émployed;

until he was discovered and confronted by | EGzG:

1. 0nMay 6, 1995, [N 7o for a Petition for an Order of Anti-Flatassment in

King County District Coust, protecting herself e}nd her three children, E.C., L.C., and Z.C., with

Mr. Hilbun listed as the respondent; Case #98-3281, The Temporary Order of Anti-Harassment

was granted on the same day. On May 19, 1998, the Anti-Harassment Order was made

. permanent, with 1o expiration date. The terms of the Order included, but not limited to: Mr.

Hilburn being restrained from coinin g near and from having any contact whatsoever, in person or

~ through others, by phone, mail or any means, directly or indirectly, except for majling of court

documents, with the fpetitioner and the minors named in the order. Jeff Hilbuen was further
restrained from entering or being- within 1000 yards of tho petitioner’s residence, place of

employment , school or daycare, or minors named in the order.

12. . Om Julj 31, 1998, the Issaquah Sci}ool District notified Mr. Hilburn that his employment -

 as a classified employee would not be continuved. The notification provided the following

written reasons for his dismissal: “verbal interactons with female gtudents, and your failure to

follow administrative guidance about placing yousself in situations where you are alone with
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female students. In addition, the court imposed no contact order related to you and a female

student at Issaquah High School hampers your effectiveness as an employee for the district.”

132, On August 4, 1998, Mr, Hilburn wrote & letter to the Executive Director of Personnel -

‘Services for the Issaquali School Districl, in response to his termination as stage manager for

Liberty High School. -

14, On November 6, 1998 Mr. Hilburn attended an Issaquah High School football game, at
Issaquah High Schooi, while B.C. and L.C. were also at the stadium; in violation of the terms of
Anti-Harassment Order #08-3281. The incident was reported to the Issaquah Police Department;

incident # 98-8232. The case was referred to the King County Prosecutor’s Office.

15, In Decerhber of 1998, Mr. Hilbura sent a-Christmas card to [|||EGz = ber
. children;. in violation of the terms of Anti—_I—Iarassment: Order #98-3281. The incident was
reported to the King County Sheriff’s Office on January 19, 1999; King County Case # 99-

19954, .

16, OnJanuary 3, 1999 Jeffrey Hilburn atter_ldeci service at ||| [ Lvtheran Church, in
Issaquah, which was regularly attended by ||| 20d ber family; in Violation. of the
terms of Anti«I-Im*as31ncnt Order #98-3281.  Jeff Hilburn sat two pews behind the -
until he was told to léave, which he did. This incident was reported to the Iss;elqﬁah Polico

Départment; case number: 99-0056. The case was not filed with the prosecutor’s office.
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17. . On March 19, 1999, a Criminal Complaint was filed in King County District Court

charging M. Hilburn with Violation of Anti-Harassment Order #98-3281; Case #99-019954.

18,  On May 24, 1999, In King County District Court, Jeffrey Hilbilm entered a Plea of Guiltz_

to the charge of Violation of an Anti-Herassment Order.

19. On July 22, 1999, in King County District Coust, Jeffery Hilburn was found guilty by
plea and sentenced to: 365 days of jail, with 365 days suspended; $5,000 fine, with $5,000

suspende;i; and twenty-four months of probation; King Coﬁnty District Court case #99-019954,

20.  On August 1, 2001 King Cdunty District Court Judge Nault found that conditions of the

case #99-019954 had been met and closed the case.

21. Ona Ceytificated Pre-Employment Application Form, dated September 10, 2001, for the
Mukiltéo School District, in the “Applicant Information and Authorization” section, Mr. Hilburn
answered “No” to the question: “Have you been discharged or forced to resign from a teaching

Cor other educational position with the past ten years?”

22, On October 10, 2001 in his application to OSPI for an emergency substitute teacher
6ertiﬁoate, under the Character and Fitness Supplement, to the question, “In the last 10 years,
have you ever been convicted of any erime or violation of the law?” Mr. Hilbum truthfully

answored “yes.” But to the question: “Have you ever been dismissed, discharged, or fired from
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any employment position involving children or dependent adults?” Mr. Hilburn falsely

answered *No.”

23, On March 3, 2003, Mr. Hilburn sent an email messége to L.C,, while she was attending

Washington State University it Pullman; in violation of Anti-Harassment Order #98-3281, M.
Hilburn also sent L.C. a birthday. cerd, The incident was reported to the Whitman County

Sheriff’s Office; Case # 03-W1057.

24, Duﬁng the Whitman County Sheriff’s Office imrestigation, Mr, Hilbum exchanged

numerous e-mails with the investigeting officer/s regarding L.C. and thdjjjjjjjjj family in

- which he admitted to sending the email to L.C; Whitman County Sheriff's Office; Case # 03~ |

W1057.

25.  On June 4, 2003, a Criminal Com]g‘lfaint' ‘was filed in Whitman County District Court

charging Mr, Hilburn with one count of Violation of Anti-Harassment Protection Order #98-

3281; Whitman County District Coutt case P3-1356.

26, On January 16, 2004, Mr. Hilbﬁrn entered into an Order of Continuance; for Disnﬁssél;
Whitt.nan County District Court case, P3-1356. In the order, ﬁeﬂ?rey-Hﬁbmn st%pulated to the
admissibility and accuracy of the police report; agreed there is probable cause tﬁat he committed
_ﬂ‘;e crilﬁe; and acknqwledged the Qrd.er that prohibité contact with L.C. is- permanent, and

continues despite her having reached the age of majority.
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27.  In August, 2004, Mr, Hilburn sent Judge David Frazier, Whitman County District Court
Judge, a letter regarding his case, and n his letter requested third pafty céntact through the Court
by stating: “...In this agreement, (January 16, 2004) I promised not to contact her fo'r the
duration of this year and I fully expect to honor this commitment.” Mr. Hilburn also stated:
’_’What ] am writing about is that 1 would like to be proactive in ’.mhe mater that is .if the court 1'5
willing. If not, there is no need to reply to this message. [ cannot contact L.C- but there i§

a message 1 would hope to get to her ifacceptable.” The court did not reply.'

28, On fanuary.14, 2005 a Motion and Order to Dismiss was signed by the Whitman County

: Dis_trict Court Judge; Whitman County District Court case P3-1356.

29.  In March of 2005, Mr. Hilburn was asked b}lr Elizabeth Rawlings, Youth Director at
Bellevue’s Saint Andrews Lutheran Church, to stop voluntzering with the youth progfam after
CONCEINS arose over Jeff Hilburn visiting teen chat rooms, emailing to, and making comments

about female teenage parishioners.

30.  Duriog the first part of the 2005/2006 saﬁool‘year, M. Hilburn engaged in inappropriéte

conversations while at school, over the internet and by phone with A.S., a sixteen-year-old

female student at Kamiak High School in the Mukilteo School District. The tecotded internet

chats, using MSN Instant Messenger, totaled over thirty-six (36) hours within a nineteen (19) day

period. The chat conversations included written messages, symbols and pictures exchanged.
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31. During late October or early November of 2005 , while helping Mr. Hilburm in his offico
with paperwork for the schools “Drama Fest”, Mr. Hilburn: approached A.S.; pulled her close to

him; géve her a hug; kissed on the forshead; and placed hils hand on her lower back.

32.  OnNovember 2, 2005, the Mukilteo School District received a complaint from a member
of the community that Mr. Hilburn hac developed an inapﬁropriate relationship with the female

student, A.S .

33.  On November 2, 2005, Mr. Hilbuzn was placed on paid Adminisirative Leave by the
Mukilteo School Disttict. In the letter of Administrative Leave, Mr. Hilburn was advised that he

was prohibited from’ initiaﬁng any contact with District staff or students.

34, On November 3, 2005, A.S. was interviewed by district personnel and provided them

with recorded internet chat transcripts between her and Mr. Hilburn,

35.  On November 135, 2005, Mr. Hilburn sent Fred Poss, Assistant Superintendent for the

Mukilteo School District, a letter addressing his friendship with A.S., his intetactions with A.S.

and his interpretation of laws of the Code of Conduct for Professional Educatozs.

36.  On November 23, 2005 was is'sucd. a “Notice of Criminal Trespass” warning by the

Mukilteo School District.
37.  On November 20, 2005, Mr. ITilburn sent an e-mail to A.S.
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38.  On -November 22, 2005 ~cting on behalf of his daughter A.S,, filed a

Petition for an Order for Protection Unlawful Harassment in Snohomish County District Court,

with Mt. Hilburn listed as the respondent,

39, On November 23, 2005, & Temporary Protection Qrder and Notice of Hearing Unlawful
Harassment was issued, Snchomish County District Court Case No. U05-447. M. Hilburn

~ appeared in court to contest the restraining order, but the order was upheld by the court.

40, 'On November 27, 2005, in o letter to Dr. Marci Larsen, Mukiiteo Superintendent, Mr. |
Hilburn addressed the complaints against him, including saying: “I lament a society in which two
individuals who share comumion interest can’t have a platonic friendship becauss of their ages.”

And later stating: “Simply, I believe I, and A.S. should have been given seme clearer guidelines

about what we could or could not discuss,”

41, . On November 30, 2005, in lieu of being disohar'ged; Mr. Hilburn resigned his teaching

position.

42, IOn December 13, 2005, the Issaquah School Distriot learned that Mr. Hilbur-xl was
séeking volunteer opportuiﬁtiés Withiﬁ the Issaquah District. A letter was sent to Mr. Hilbum
advising him that they would not acoept his services and notified that he vras not to enter district
prob@:ty ‘or. altend any district sponsored @ent, and if he violated the notice, he would be

considered a trespasser and the police would be called.
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43, On June 13, 2006, Mr. Hilburn signed an employment application form with the
Snoqualmie Valley School District. On the application, Mr. Hilburn answered “No” fo the

question: “Iave you ever been dismissed, discharged, or have you separated employment in

“order to avoid discipline or discharge?”

44, Mz Hilbum was hired by the Snoqualmie Valley School District for the 2006-2007

school year; starting September 2, 2006.

45.  On October 18, 2006, Mr. Hilburn was placed on-paidradmilﬁstl‘ative leave by the

Snoqualmie Valley School District.

46.  On October 25, 2006, Mr. Hilburn was interviewed by an OPP investigator.

47, Tn an email sent by M, Hilburn on October 30, 2006 to the OFP investigator, Mr.

Hi}burn wrote, among other comments: “My boundarics of course meant never touching
privates, or kissing lips, cheeks, etc. There was.one day' she came in wet and bedraggled alter

marching band practice and she was so hurting that I comforted her and yes my lips brushed the

~hair on the top of her forehead. My intent was to be supportive, caring and it felt as what

someone one (sic) would doin a tendér,'compassiomte moment, That was it. I stopped and it

~ was nevet romantic or even remotely sexual.”
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48.  On January 17, 2007, Mr, Hilburn was issued a letter of probable cause for discharge -

from. Snoqualmmie Valley School District.

49.  On February 13, 2007, the Office of Professional Practices, within OSPI, received a
complaint letter from the Superintendent of the Snogualmie Valley School District alleging a
lack of good moral character or persoﬁai fithess, and/or a violation of the Code of Professional

Conduct, Weshington Administrative Code (WAC) 18187, by Jeff Hilburn,

50.  On January 24, 2007 S_noqualrﬁie Valley School District received & letter of appeal from

Mr. Hilburn, through his attorney.

51, On January 26, 2007, OPP received a letter from Mr; Hilburn’s attorney with an attached

letter of “responses and clarifications” by Mr. Hilburn to the investigation.

| 52,  On Friday night, May 11,i200’?, Jeff AHﬁbl.Jl‘Il returned to Ka;tniék ﬁigh School to atfend

| ~ the school production of “Hello Dolly”; in violation of the “Notice of Criminal Trespass” order
issued by the Mukilteo Scheol District. The Kanﬁak High ‘School principal, Keith Rittel was
notified on M@ndéy, May 12, 2005 by district employee, Jane Leverktﬂm, whd was unwilling to
make a formal staielngnt. Mr, Rittel also spoke with .dré.ma teacher, Laurie Levine who said she

was still friends with Jeff Hilburn and was not willing to make a report to law enforcemert.

53.  Mr. Hilburn has continued to post blog entries on his publié “My Space™ account under

the user name “Red_Tail Hawk” where he has made ongoing references the two femals students
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from the Issaquah School District, L.C. and Her sister B.C., includirig ciiscussing an atiempted
ﬂlird party contact with L.C. He has also referenced the student A.S. from Mukilteo School
District. The most recent blog entfy referencing L.C., B.C,, and A.S., was posted on August 20,

2007,

54. ~Gcod moral character and persona} fitness is a continuing requirement to maintain a

" Washington Bducation Certificate.

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

1. OSPI has jurisdiction over Jeff Hilburn and over the subject matter of this action.

-2, . OSPI has shown by clear and convineing evidence that the Washington Education
Certificates, No. 390335H, of Jeff Hilburn, should be revoked as provided for in WAC -
181-86-075. | |

;

3. Joff Hilbum has violated WAC 181-87-060, WAC 181-87-050, RCW 28A.410.090, WAC

181-86-013, and/or WAC 181-86-014.

" ORDER
THEREFORE, it is hereby ordered that the Washington Education Certificates -

(Residency Teacher and Substitute Teacher), No. 390335H, of Jeff Hilburn, be revoked.

This Order will become final thirty (30) calendar days from the date of receipt of this

order unless respondent files an appeal for a formal hearing before the Office of Administrative
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IHearings. Please direct the appeal and request for formal hearing to Office of Superintendent of
‘Public Instruction, Administrative Law Office, Old Capitol Building, P.O. Box 47200, Olympia,

WA 98504-7200., .

DATED this 21* day of May, 2008,

DR. TERRY BERGESON
Superintendent of Public Instruction
State of Washington

DR. GENE SHARRATT o
. Review Officer
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