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Stages of Language
Acquisition




Objectives

¢ ldentify the five stages of language acquisitior
c Apply knowledge of stages to identify
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¢ Distinguish between BICS and CALP.

¢ Understand how language registers affect
communication.

ELD Standards Training 5/6/2010 4



Turn to your neighbor and discuss the
differences between learning a first and a
second language



Stages of Language Acquisition

+ Pre-production

+ Early Production

} Speech Emergence
+ Intermediate Fluency
1 Advanced Fluency

Stephen Krashen, Principles and Practice in Second Language Acquisition
(1982) and Explorations in Language Acquisition (2003)
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Stages of Language Acquisition

The stages describe
the characteristics of
the English Language

[ ST NY SNXQA&
language
production.
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Characteristics of Pre-Production

Fa{ AfSYd LISNA2RE
1+ Uses little or no English.

} May or may not connect words with objects or
pictures.

1 Student watches carefully.
v Student follows lead of others.

+ Student repeats language heard in and out of
appropriate context.
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Characteristics of
Early Production

1 Mostly silent.

1 Watches carefully.

1+ Mimics what others do.

1 Points frequently while communicating.

} Repeats words and simple phrases uttered by other:

put not always with understanding.

; Begins to recognize words in the classroom written
iIn English.

1 Will become animated when speaking with others
also fluent in home language.
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Characteristics of
Speech Emergence

Speaks simplified English.
Demonstrates frequent grammatical and word choice errors.

Follows simple directions especially when accompanied by
gestures.

Relies on no#inguistic cues for meaning.

Uses a few weithosen English words and phrases to
communicate.

Problems understanding nuances of deeper meaning.
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Characteristics of Intermediate
Fluency

1 Speaks clear but simplified English.

1 Communicates with most speakers on many topics with soms
ease.

1 Influence of home language phonology and sentence
structures evident.

} Begins to self monitor.
1 At times frustrated due to lack of vocabulary.

1 May mix home language with English when trying to
communicate ideas.

1 Relies on literal meanings.
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Characteristics of Advanced
Fluency

1 Uses and understands more complex speech

1 Communicates effectively with some languag
errors.

1+ Jokes and teases easily in English.
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Name the Stage

1 In your table groups, read the transcripts and
determine the stage of language acquisition
for each student.




Low Affective Filter

Language Learners feel safe using new
language when:
BThe environment supports student
BParticipation and interaction

BRisk taking is encouraged

Hnstruction i1s scaffolded
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Affective Filter

In your table groups, discuss thg Impact
F FFSOUADBS FTALUSNI KI &
production and learning.
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Dimensions of Language Proficiency
Conversational Fluency

Usually takes betweend?2 years to acquire

Typically this language provides context and
IS not cognitively challenging

Also calleBICS
__(Basic Interpersonal Communication Skills)
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Dimensions of Language Proficiency
Academic Language Proficiency

Usually takes between -8 years to achieve

Discourse is cognitively demanding, often lacks context clues,
and is required for literacy and success in content learning

Also calledCALP
> (Cognitive Academic Language Proficiency)
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Scaffolding Content and Academic Language In English

Using Proficiency Levels “ i

Oral language proficiency
(BICS)

Academic Language
Development
b2d Wadz2NF!I O
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The Five Language Registers™

} Frozen Register Pledge of Allegiance

1 Forma
1 Consu
1 Casua

Register Business Letter
tative RegisteyLecture
(Informal) Registefexting

1 Intimate Register Best Friends

*Jo0os 1967
Communication EALR 2.1
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Which language registers do students use in the
classroom?

Why is it important for the use of registers to be
explicitly taught?
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Review of Objectives

v Identify the five stages of language acquisition.

v Apply knowledge of stages to identii dzR S y
present level of performance.

v Distinguish between BICS and CALP.

v Understand how language registers affect
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Proficiency Levels
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Objectives for Proficiency Level Section

c Become familiar with characteristics of each
level

¢ Know how proficiency levels are determined
and reported

¢ Know purposes of proficiency levels to make
effective instructional decisions

¢ Connect proficiency levels to ELD standards
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Proficiency Levels
Why do we need proficiency levels?

X Students vary in proficiency.
X Learning needs vary.
X Levels help teachers differentiate instruction.

X Levels provide access points to content.
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Looking at The Proficiency Levels

Four Domains

Uiy | spesng
g || e
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Sort for the Level

With your table group:

1+ Organize the descriptors in your envelope
from least demanding to most demanding

+ How would you group these descriptors into
levels or stages?
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Proficiency Levels In Each of the
Four Domains

1. Beginner/ 1 A student may be at a
Advanced Beginner  different proficiency

_ evel in:
2. Intermediate _istening/Speaking,

3. Advanced Reading or Writing
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What Is the Importance of the
Transitional Level?

A Provides a target for districts to move ELLs towards
transitioning from the TBIP.

A Determine how former ELL who were eligible pupils In
the TBIP program performing in basic education

classrooms after they have reached the Transitional
Level.

ATBIP: monitored throughout their-kK2 career
(RCW28A.180.090).

ATitle 1ll: Monitored for tweyear.
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Listening and Speaking
Beginning Level

1 Uses words, gestures, and actions

}  Responds to simple academic content and
directions

}  Begins to correct speech in group actidtie
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Listening and Speaking Advanced
Beginning Level

Participates in academic discussions
with words and phrases
Participates in social discussions on
familiar topics
Tells and retells simple stories
(grades 3 to 12)

Begins to use content related
vocabulary
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Listening and Speaking

Intermediate Level
1 Uses simple sentences with inconsistent

grammatical forms

1 Uses English to inform, explain and entertain

1+ Uses word parts to determine meaning of new
words (grades 3 to 12)
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Listening and Speaking
Advanced Level

Uses descriptive sentences in academic
discussions

Uses common grammatical forms with
sSome errors

Uses simple figurative and idiomatic
language (grades 3 to 12)
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