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www.k12.wa.us 

In collaboration with educators, students, families, local communities, business, labor, and government, the Office of 

Superintendent of Public Instruction leads, supports, and oversees K-12 education, ensuring the success of all learners.   

 

 *  
www.k12.wa.us/earlylearning 

OSPI Early Learning Program works closely with districts, schools and public and private partners to align educational 

opportunities for young children from birth through 3rd grade.  

 

How OSPI supports early learning birth through 3rd 

OSPI Early Learning Program: 

 supports over 200 Washington schools to implement full-day kindergarten programs which meet the legislated 

conditions of funding 

 supports districts who currently offer early learning programs or are interested in expanding early learning 

 provides technical support and resources to assist in alignment of programs from birth through third grade 

 responds to parents and community members who have questions about early learning and kindergarten entry 

 works with partners to offer professional development opportunities for educators and early learning providers 

 

How we help build connections between childcare providers, elementary school and district staff, 

community organizations and families 

OSPI Early Learning office promotes the alignment of birth through 3rd learning that was brought forward in the 

Washington Learns Report.  We work collaboratively with the Department of Early Learning, Thrive by Five, and 

education professionals and partners around the state to align early care and education for children birth through third 

grade. With our partners we embrace the school readiness equation: Ready children + ready families + ready schools + 

ready communities. 

 

Contact name:     Mary Seaton, Director 

Phone number:   360.725.4463 

*Additional OSPI Programs begin on page 4. 

 
 

 

www.del.wa.gov 

The Department of Early Learning (DEL) was created by Gov. Gregoire in 2006 to integrate and coordinate the many 

things happening around our state to help ensure all children in Washington are school-ready. 

DEL licenses and monitors child care facilities; sets policy for child care subsidies to help families pay for child care while 

they work, look for work or are in training; oversees the state-funded preschool program (the Early Childhood Education 

and Assistance Program); and invests in other programs and initiatives to support healthy child development so that all 

children are ready to succeed in school and life. 

 

 

 



How does the organization serve or support early learning 0-8 years? 

 We license and monitor more than 7,400 child care facilities around the state, ensuring they are safe, healthy, 

nurturing places for children. 

 The state-funded ECEAP serves more than 8,000 3- and 4-year-olds from low-income families each school year 

with high-quality preschool classes, family support services, and healthy and nutrition services. 

 We support parents as their children's first and most important teachers with information and resources to 

promote healthy child development. 

 We work to ensure those working in early care and education have professional development opportunities so 

they are able to offer quality early learning settings. 

 

How can your organization build connections between childcare providers, elementary school and district 

staff, community organizations and families? 

We work collaboratively with OSPI, our nonprofit partner Thrive by Five Washington, early care and education 

professionals, and other entities around the state to ensure all children are ready to succeed in school. The school 

readiness equation: Ready children + ready families + ready schools + ready communities. 

 

Contact name:     Bette Hyde, Director 

Phone number:   1.866.482.4325

 

 

 

www.thrivebyfivewa.org (Web site) 

http://birthtothrive.thrivebyfivewa.org/  (blog) 

 

How does the organization serve or support early learning 0-8 years? 

¢ƘǊƛǾŜ ōȅ CƛǾŜ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴΣ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ нллс ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ǇǳōƭƛŎ-private partnership for early learning, brings together 

public and private partners to advance the development and learning of all young children in Washington, so that they 

ŀǊŜ ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ ǎǳŎŎŜŜŘ ƛƴ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƘǊƛǾŜ ƛƴ ƭƛŦŜΦ {ƻƳŜ ƻŦ ¢ƘǊƛǾŜΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ŀ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 

importance of early learning; two Demonstration Communities that are field testing the best child care and early 

ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘŜǎΤ ŀƴŘΣ ƛƴ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΣ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ŜŀǊƭȅ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ǇƭŀƴΦ  

How can your organization build connections between childcare providers, elementary school and district 

staff, community organizations and families? 

Thrive was created to be a convener of people and organizations that work together to create a better coordinated 

network of support and opportunities for Washington families and their young children. In addition to the two Thrive 

Demonstration Communities, which are community partnerships, we help support 10 local early learning coalitions and 

work closely with the state Department of Early Learning and the Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction on 

various projects.  

 

Contact name:   Nina Auerbach, President and CEO 

Phone number:  206.621.5551 

 

http://www.thrivebyfivewa.org/
http://birthtothrive.thrivebyfivewa.org/


 

www.yourlearningcenter.org 

CISL promotes best practices in K-12 education, provides training and consultation services and serves as a 

clearinghouse for educational research and resources. CISL's goals are to strengthen family, school and community 

partnerships and to promote academic success for all students. 

 

CISL publishes a monthly newsletter with best practices and strategies for strengthening family, school, community 

partnerships. Our website also has a listing of materials translated into multiple languages that schools and child care 

providers can use when communicating with parents. 

 

Contact name:     Center for the Improvement of Student Learning 

Phone number:   360-725-6165 

 

 

www.k12.wa.us/SpecialEd/EC.aspx 

 

How does the organization serve or support early learning 0-8 years? 

OSPI early childhood special education offers training and resources to school districts that provide educational 

programs to young children (ages 3-5) who qualify for special eduction services. 

How can your organization build connections between childcare providers, elementary school and district 

staff, community organizations and families? 

Early childhood special education programs frequently partner with childcare providers, elementary staff, and 

community programs around the topics of transition and inclusion.  Family involvement is part of the process in 

developing a child's Individualized Education Program (IEP). 

Contact name:     Sheila Ammons, Early Childhood Program Supervisor 

Phone number:   360.725.607 

 

 

www.k12.wa.us/migrantbilingual 

Title I, Part C, Education of Migratory Children provides subgrants to local educational agencies serving eligible migrant 

students. This program serves eligible migrant students ages 3-21 based on their identified needs. 

 

How can your organization build connections between childcare providers, elementary school and district 

staff, community organizations and families? 

The program can facilitate the communication between the various organizations to discern how to meet the early 

learning needs of migrant students in their community.  It can also host migrant parent meetings to share research and 

information regarding the importance of early learning and resources in the community that may be accessed by 

families to continue pursuing early learning programs. 

 

Contact name:  Sylvia Reyna, Program Supervisor, Title I, Migrant Education Program 

Phone number:  360.725.6147 



 www.k12.wa.us/21stCenturyLearning 
The program supports the creation and expansion of community learning centers that provide academic enrichment 

opportunities for children, particularly students who attend high-poverty and low performing schools.  

 

How does the organization serve or support early learning 0-8 years? 

The program helps students meet state and local student standards in core academic subjects, such as reading and 

math; offers students a broad array of enrichment activities that can complement their regular academic programs; and 

offers literacy and other educational services to the families of participating children PreK-12th grade. 

 

How can your organization build connections between childcare providers, elementary school and district 

staff, community organizations and families? 

The program is a school community partnership/collaboration, and requires coordination and collaboration among a 

broad range of school and community providers of in school and out of school time, extended learning opportunities, 

and family engagement and outreach services. 

 

Contact name: tŀƳ hΩ.ǊƛŜƴ, Travis Smith, Debra Williams-Appleton  

Phone number:  360.725.6049 

 

 

www.k12.wa.us/EvenStart 
Even Start is an education program for low-income families designed to improve the early learning and academic achievement 

of young children birth to age eight, and their parents, particularly in language and literacy. Core components include: early 

childhood education, adult literacy, teen parent high school completion, parenting education, and interactive literacy activities 

between parents and their children. 

 

How does the organization serve or support early learning 0-8 years? 

Even Start provides competitive grants to communities to implement family literacy programs, training, technical assistance, 

program evaluation and continuous improvement, assessment and monitoring of participant progress and program quality, 

and the development of products and resources to support the implementation of quality early learning services and 

environments for children and families. The program promotes state and local early learning partnerships and collaborative 

efforts to expand and enhance the access to quality early learning programs for children at risk. 

 

How can your organization build connections between childcare providers, elementary school and district 

staff, community organizations and families? 

Even Start is a Family, School, and Community Partnership/Collaboration. The success of Even Start relies heavily on the ability 

of the program to draw on other resources of public and private sectors to meet the program objectives. The programs are 

required to established linkages with and obtain commitments from local resources for outreach and recruitment, high quality 

instructional services, and support services for participants. Programs provide linkages to and cooperative arrangements with 

programs serving children P-3. Programs are required to provide continuity and alignment between early learning providers 

(including childcare, ECEAP, Head Start, Private preschool), and between early learning and K-3 elementary school programs. 

 

Contact name: Debra Williams-Appleton 

Phone number:  360-725-6049 



 

Website:  http://www.k12.wa.us/TitleI/default.aspx 

¢ƘŜ άbƻ /ƘƛƭŘ [ŜŦǘ .ŜƘƛƴŘ !Ŏǘ ƻŦ нллмέ όP.L. 107-110) Title I, Part A Part A Sec.1112 (b)(1)(E) requires school districts to 

submit a local plan. In that plan a description of how the Title I, Part A program will coordinate and integrate with other 

educational services at the district or school level is required also and some of the services to include are early learning 

programs such as Even Start, Head Start, and other preschool and transition to elementary school programs. 

 

How does the organization serve or support early learning 0-8 years? 

The Title 1, Part A staff offer guidance to the federal and state program staff and local Title I, Part A coordinators in the 

development, implementation and review of effective early learning programs that are eligible to be supported with 

Title I, Part A funds. 

How can your organization build connections between childcare providers, elementary school and district 

staff, community organizations and families? 

Title  I  can assist by disseminating information that describes how Title I, Part A funds can best be used to support 

preschool programs; and assist with coordinating Title I, Part A efforts with early childhood education programs at state 

and local levels. 

Contact name: Gayle Pauley, Director Title I/LAP/CPR 

Phone number:  360-725-6100  

 

 

 

www.k12.wa.us/Equity/default.aspx 

The Office of Equity and Civil Rights at OSPI promotes equal access, academic inclusion, and full educational 

participation in our Washington schools among our state's diverse, underrepresented and underserved populations. 

 

How does the organization serve or support early learning 0-8 years? 

The Office of Equity and Civil Rights: 

 supports educators, students, parents and community members by answering questions and assisting them in 

finding resolution related to non-discrimination and civil rights laws and policies 

 monitors compliance with state and federal non-discrimination and civil rights policies and laws 

 promotes individual and organizational self awareness and anti-bias education 

 promotes culturally competent educational systems  

 

How can your organization build connections between childcare providers, elementary school and district 

staff, community organizations and families? 

The Office of Equity and Civil Rights is grounded in Federal and State Civil Rights and Non-discrimination laws and the 

belief that only educational systems which address their own biases, striving to be inclusive of communities and adapt to 

the culture and diversity of their students, will realize educational excellence. 

Contact name:     John-Paul Chaisson-Cardenas 

Phone number:   360.725.6036 

 



 

www.esd101.net and www.esd105.net

In early 2005, the ESD Early Childhood Program Partnership was created. This group of members from ESD early 

childhood education programs across the state began meeting to discuss issues of common interest and think about 

how to coordinate and strengthen capacity so that a network of ESDs could form  a base for service. 

 

How does the organization serve or support early learning 0-8 years? 

ESDs play a significant role in supporting early learning across the state. ESDs coordinate early learning and serve as conveners 

in each of the nine state regions to improve early learning opportunities for young children statewide.

 

How can your organization build connections between childcare providers, elementary school and district 

staff, community organizations and families? 

The ESDs have a collective history of providing varying levels of early learning services, serving as a bridge between the K-12 

systems and promoting a continuum of education for all children. The nine ESDs are unique in thier capacity to work with 

national, state, regional and local systems. They provide structure and accountability in developing and managing complex 

programs and systems, and flexibility and creativity when planning for the diverse needs of local children and families. 

Contact name:     Sandra Szambelan and Lexi Catlin 

Phone number:   509.456.7086 and 509.853.205 

 

 

www.esd101.net 

Educational Service District 101 provides cooperative services to 59 public school districts and 45 state-approved private 

schools in seven counties of Eastern Washinton. ESD 101 promotes educational excellence by delivering essential, 

cooperative services to schools and other learning communities. 

 

How does the organization serve or support early learning 0-8 years? 

ESD 101's Center for Early Childhood Services provides leadership, professional development, technical assistance, direct 

service and resources to school districts, early learning programs and the wider community. Given the ESDs deep ties 

with community partners, the following programs are made possible: ECEAP, a comprehensive preschool program, child 

care, early childhood special education from 0-6, Family Resource Coordinator training for early intervention programs 

in conjunction with professional and program development consultation to the early learning community. 

 

How can your organization build connections between childcare providers, elementary school and district 

staff, community organizations and families? 

ESD 101 has a long history of building connections and fostering partnerships throughout the region. As a result, the 

Center for Early Childhood Services has developed integrated, inclusion-based early learning programs within school 

districts, churches and child care centers. Integrated services include: child care, ECEAP, Kindergarten, Title I (ESL) and 

early childhood special education. Serving as a bridge between the K-12 and early learning systems, staff are active 

members in: early learning regional community coalitions,early intervention coordinating councils, regional special 

education meetings, as well as state, and federal early learning initiatives. 

Contact name:     Sandra Szambelan 

Phone number:   509.456.7086



 

www.esd105.org/ 

Educational Service District 105 supports the learning success of over 60,000 students attending 25 public school 

districts and 20 private and tribal schools in South Central Washington. Our purpose is to meet the expressed needs of 

local schools by coordinating and conducting cooperative programs that benefit the educational needs of the young 

people we serve. 

 

How does the organization serve or support early learning 0-8 years? 

ESD 105 values preparing children for success in school. Our early learning programs provide a strong start in the 

cognitive and developmental skills of young children to help close the achievement gap and strengthen their readiness 

for school. Programs include: Early Reading First, Born Learning, KidScreen, Ready by Five,  and Special Education Early 

Childhood Intervention. 

How can your organization build connections between childcare providers, elementary school and district 

staff, community organizations and families? 

ESD 105 works with numerous school districts and local community organizations such as Children's Village. Our Early 

Reading First and Ready by Five programs strengthen our collaborations with early learning providers and families. ESD 

105 also developed a Progress Monitoring Tool that helps educators connect and align early learning instruction. 

Contact name:     Dr. Jane Gutting, Superintendent ESD 105 

Phone number:   509.454.3113 

 

 

www.esd112.org 

Educational Service District 112 equalizes educational opportunities in learning communities through innovative 

partnerships, responsive leadership, and exceptional programs.  ESD 112 provides services in {ƻǳǘƘǿŜǎǘ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ 

six counties including Clark, Skamania, Cowlitz, Wahkiakum, Klickitat and Pacific. 

 

How does the organization serve or support early learning 0-8 years? 

Through its innovative and dynamic partnerships, ESD 112 Children, Youth and Family Services provides professional 

development, caregiver support, child care and ECEAP services and fosters community linkages to families, caregivers 

and child care professionals living in Southwest Washington.  In addition, ESD 112 Specialized Student Services serves 

families with special needs, districts and the community through early intervention and child screening 3 to 5 years of 

age. 

How can your organization build connections between childcare providers, elementary school and district 

staff, community organizations and families? 

ESD 112 services are located in schools, child care programs, homes, and community agencies. ESD 112 builds 

relationships and connections between early learning professionals, parents and K-3 educators in an effort to integrate 

ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ǘƻ ƳŀȄƛƳƛȊŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎΦ  

Programs are successful thanks to the many dedicated staff, school district personnel, and partnering agencies with 

whom we work to provide services. 

Contact name:     Jada Rupley 

Phone number:   360.750.7500 



www.esd113.org 

ESD 113 provides services to 44 districts in Thurston, Mason, Lewis, Grays Harbor, and pacific Counties encompassing a 

variety of services from fiscal planning and support, coaching and training in a variety of instructional areas including 

math, science, and reading; a media center; a personnel cooperative; and direct student services in Head Start and 

ECEAP and the Grays Harbor Infant Toddler Early Intervention Program.  

 

How does the organization serve or support early learning 0-8 years? 

ESD 113 operates the Sound to Harbor Head Start/ECEAP program, providing free comprehensive preschool (education, 

nutrition, health, family support services) in three counties.  Classrooms are located in schools, community centers, child 

care centers, and stand alone Head Start/ECEAP facilities.  Partnerships with other providers and with social and health 

service agencies are key to supporting families and preparing children and families for public school and life success. 

The ESD also provides professional development activities primarily with district early learning programs.  Services are 

provided on site when requested; in workshops; and in training institutes.  The Early Learning department is part of 

Teaching and Learning in the ESD and staff work closely together with special education, literacy,  math, science and 

other academic areas as well as working closely with districts around behavior and social and emotional concerns and 

transition issues.  ESD 113 also produces the EXPRESS, a monthly newsletter containing information about activities and 

resources available to early learning providers as well as evidence-based practice information. 

 

How can your organization build connections between childcare providers, elementary school and district 

staff, community organizations and families? 

ESD 113 is part of the County Coalitions in each county with leadership positions in both Thurston and Grays Harbor.  

We work closely with our local Child Care Resource and Referral organization (Child Care Action Council) to plan services 

and provide professional development for early learning providers from both the child care community as well as the 

Head Start, ECEAP, Early Steps, and district programs.  Along with ESD 112 we are a training provider for Family 

Resources Coordinators working in Infant Toddler County Lead Agencies and maintain participation in the County 

Interagency Coordinating Councils in all five counties. 

 

Contact name:     Sandy Nelson, Mary Perkins 

Phone number:   360.464.6818, 360.464.6716 

 

 

www.oesd.wednet.edu 

Olympic Educational Service District 114 provides services and programs to 15 school districts in Mason, Kitsap, Clallam 

and Jefferson counties in the northwest corner of Washington State. We work closely with each local school district to 

be responsive to their individual needs and design services that address changing requirements and district conditions.  

We assist districts in the administration of policies, rules and regulations and perform other functions required by OSPI 

and the State Board of Education.  The OESD promotes, organizes, implements and manages cooperative programs and 

special projects and services among our local districts, and we stay informed on current issues and trends in education 

and other social services to assure overall responsiveness and support. 

 

How does the organization serve or support early learning 0-8 years? 

The OESD is engaged with the region in early learning efforts that span pre-natal to Grade 3 and include coalition 

development and support, sustainable and on-going funding efforts, infant and early childhood mental health, 

kindergarten transition; and coordination of services such as Head Start, ECEAP, Early Head Start, Ready! for 



Kindergarten, support and training to child care providers, Quality Rating and Improvement Systems activities, and 

collaborative grant seeking efforts.  The OESD also provides direct serves to 435 pregnant families, infants, toddlers and 

3 - 5 year old children and their families in Head Start (federal), ECEAP (state), and Early Head Start (federal). 

How can your organization build connections between childcare providers, elementary school and district 

staff, community organizations and families? 

The Olympic ESD 114 has served as the fiscal agent for community and regional funding opportunities such as coalition 

development, Born Learning and the Quality Rating and Improvement System.  We've initiated P-3 activities such as the 

2007 Talking Together About Early Learning Conference where child care providers, community organizations and K-3 

teachers came together to either present or attend a workshop together and meet with state leaders from DEL, OSPI 

and Thrive By Five.  Each school district is taking steps towards building relationships with their early learning partners, 

and OESD attends and/or provides other support or training for these efforts.  The OESD is a member of the Kitsap ICC 

Head Start Partnership which coordinates Head Start services in Kitsap County.  The OESD is also a member of the North 

Mason/Kitsap Early Learning Everyone's Welcome coalition and the Olympic-Kitsap Peninsulas Early Learning Coalition 

whose membership consists of parents, child care providers, community leaders, school district staff, social services 

agency staff, and early intervention program staff where we have established priorities and have acquired funding to 

promote our priorities in building and enhancing these connections. 

Contact name:     Lorraine Olsen 

Phone number:   360.478.6897 

 

 

 

www.psesd.org 

Puget Sound Educational Service District (PSESD) provides high quality training, technical assistance, services and 

support to early learning communities and PreK-12 schools in King and Pierce Counties (and Bainbridge Island).  The 

largest department in the agency is Learning, Teaching and Family Support which includes Special Services, Head Start & 

ECEAP programs, and Early Childhood Services. 

 

How does the organization serve or support early learning 0-8 years? 

PSESD provides programs and services for early learning communities.  Head Start/ECEAP provides free comprehensive 

preschool (education, nutrition, health, family support services), Special Services (early childhood/special education) 

provides support to school districts, and Early Childhood Services provides professional and program development, and 

consultation to the broader early learning community. 

How can your organization build connections between childcare providers, elementary school and district 

staff, community organizations and families? 

PSESD programs and services are located in schools, private non-profits, community centers, churches, child care 

centers, family childcare homes, etc.  The ESD helps early learning and PreK-12 communities build partnerships and 

relationships across formal and informal systems and with families.  Solid relationships are the key to developing strong 

supportive communities. 

Contact name:     Claire Wilson 

Phone number:   425.917.7877 

 



 

www.esd123.org 

Dedicated to delivering collaborative solutions that promote learning, ESD 123 provides support and services to 

students, parents, schools and community organizations in 23 school districts in seven counties of Southeastern 

Washington, to assure equal educational opportunities for all students. 

 

How does the organization serve or support early learning 0-8 years? 

9{5 мноΩǎ 9ŀǊƭȅ /ƘƛƭŘƘƻƻŘ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƛǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŘ ǘƻ Ŏƻƴnecting teachers, families, and community partners by 

ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ŜŀǊƭȅ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ōƛǊǘƘ ǘƻ ŜƛƎƘǘΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ƴŜŜŘǎΦ hǳǊ ǘŜŀƳΩǎ 

expertise also provides support for school districts with requirements related to early childhood special education (IDEA 

Part B) and early intervention (IDEA Part C).  

 

How can your organization build connections between childcare providers, elementary school and district 

staff, community organizations and families?  
ESD 123 is committed to developing opportunities to partner and become a strong link between school districts and 

early learning community organizations, including child care providers. We sponsor trainings and conferences that 

encourage child care providers and school district staff to attend together. ESD 123 is also collaborating with a local child 

care resource and referral program to provide training focused on child care for infants, toddlers and preschoolers with 

special needs. We also help school districts coordinate Child Find activities to identify infants, toddlers, and preschoolers 

who may benefit from early intervention/early childhood special education services.  

Contact name:     Kellie Horn 

Phone number:   509.544.5744 

 

 

 

www.ncesd.org 

North Central Educational Service District (NCESD) is available to schools and community partners in the 

Chelan/Douglas, Grant, and Okanogan counties.  Our mission is to "To Lead, Serve and Support the Educational 

Community". At NCESD, we work closely with our schools and partners to enhance early learning in our region. 

 

How does the organization serve or support early learning 0-8 years? 

Training and information is available in the area of Birth to 2 services, preschool assessment, curriculum, exploring 

inclusion models, transitioning from Part C to Part B and also from Preschool to Kindergarten.  Specialists in the areas of 

Title One, Special Education, ELL Learners, and Core Subjects are available upon request. 

 

How can your organization build connections between childcare providers, elementary school and district 

staff, community organizations and families? 

b/9{5Ωǎ 9ŀǊƭȅ [ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ǘŜŀƳ ǎŜǊǾŜ ƻƴ ŀ ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǘŜŀƳǎ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ŜŀǊƭȅ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ 

NCESD region.  Regular meetings with school districts as well as the partnership meetings help build connections.  A 

monthly newsletter is also created so all partners keep informed. 

Contact name:     Barb Orr and Janelle Bersch 

Phone number:   509.665.2639 



 

www.nwesd.org 

Northwest Educational Service District's (NWESD) area includes 35 public school districts San Juan, Skagit, Snohomish 

and Whatcom counties, serving 170,000 students with varying languages, special needs and learning styles. NWESD  

administrators, educators, and support personnel provide quality inservice opportunities, student programs, 

administrative support and technical assistance to local school districts. 

 

How does the organization serve or support early learning 0-8 years? 

b²9{5Ωǎ 9ŀǊƭȅ [ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǿƻǊƪǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŜŀǊƭȅ 

care and education and K-12 systems, including mentoring, consultation, professional development and parent outreach 

and education. NWESD assists OSPI and the DEL in promoting and implementing a state-wide, high-quality system of 

early learning.   

How can your organization build connections between childcare providers, elementary school and district 

staff, community organizations and families? 

.ŜŎŀǳǎŜ b²9{5Ωǎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŀǊŜŀ ƛƴŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜǎ ŀƭƭ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎ ƛƴ ŀ ŦƛǾŜ Ŏƻǳƴǘȅ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ 9{5 Ƙŀǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ƭƛƴƪǎ ǘƻ Y-12. We have 

four currently funded Gates Grants, providing models of P-3 Alignment work to the entire region.  OSPI has charged 

ESDs and Child Care Resource & Referral Network (CCR&R) to more intentionally examine this question in collaboration. 

Contact name:     Karma Hugo 

Phone number:   360.299.4045 

  

 

 

www1.dshs.wa.gov/iteip/  

The State Infant Toddler Early Intervention Program (ITEIP)is the state lead agency for the Individuals with Disabilities 

Education Act (IDEA) Part C early intervention services in Washington state.  ITEIP provides services for eligible infants 

and toddlers, ages birth to three,  with disabilities or delays and their families.   

 

How does the organization serve or support early learning 0-8 years? 

ITEIP services support and encourage infant toddler learning and development through the provision of comprehensive 

services in the child's natural environment; and by helping families to encourage and support  their child's development 

and learning across a variety of settings and situations. 

How can your organization build connections between childcare providers, elementary school and district 

staff, community organizations and families? 

Through the provision of early intervention's Family Resources Coordination services, families are connected to available 

community resources that include childcare providers, community and school based early learning programs and other 

early learning and family support organizations. 

Contact name:     Karen Walker 

Phone number:   360.725.3516 



 

www.childcarenet.org 

The Washington State Child Care Resource & Referral Network (CCR&R) is a statewide 501(c)(3) organization established in 

statute by the Legislature in 1986 (RCW 43.215.545) as a public/private partnership and system of local CCR&R member 

programs to build and support a strong, community-based infrastructure for integrated early childhood and school-age care 

and education support services in Washington State. 

 

How does the organization serve or support early learning 0-8 years? 

The CCR&R Network supports the 11 community-based CCR&R programs statewide to provide: 

 referrals for families to licensed child care and other community resources, and information on choosing quality care 

 training, onsite consultation, telephone technical assistance and other supports to those who care for children 

 collaborative community partnerships to increase the capacity of the early learning system and to make critical linkages 

ǘƘŀǘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǎƳƻƻǘƘ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ Y-12 system 

 comprehensive data collection and analysis on child care supply and demand and CCR&R services 

 

How can your organization build connections between childcare providers, elementary school and district 

staff, community organizations and families? 

The CCR&R Network is the pivotal community-based infrastructure supporting both licensed child care providers and Family, 

Friend and Neighbor Caregivers as well as families seeking child care and other early learning resources across the state.  In 

order to fully serve the needs of families and child care providers, the CCR&R Network and the local CCR&R programs work 

every day at the state, regional and local levels to build and nurture connections among all the key partners supporting the 

growth, development and learning of young children. We are currently partnering with all of the ESDs to ensure that our 

outreach to elementary schools and district staff results in positive results for children.  We can and we do act as the sturdy 

bridge connecting the early learning world to the K-12 world. 

Contact name:     Elizabeth Bonbright Thompson 

Phone number:   253.383.1735 ext. 15 

 

 

www.awsp.org 

The Association of Washington School Principals (AWSP) is a professional association for public and private school principals, 

assistant principals and principal interns. Formed in 1972, the mission of the Association is to support principals and the 

principalship in the education of all students. 

 

How does the organization serve or support early learning 0-8 years? 

AWSP supports all principals through professional development.  Many of these professional development offerings focus on 

early learning.  In addition, we publish 3 magazines each year.  Articles in these magazines include topics relevant to early 

learning. 

 

How can your organization build connections between childcare providers, elementary school and district 

staff, community organizations and families? 

Over 95% of all elementary principals in Washington State belong to AWSP.  Through our professional development 

opportunities and many publications, we connect with all of those principals. The connection between principals and childcare 

providers could be strengthened by including information in our conferences and publications. 

Contact name:     Paula Quinn 

Phone number:   360-357-7951 



 

www.waeyc.org 

The Washington Association for the Education of Young Children (WAEYC) is an affiliate of NAEYC, the nation's largest 

organization dedicated to improving the quality and accessibility of early care and education programs for children from 

birth through eight years old. WAEYC is comprised of nearly 2000 members in 14 local affiliate chapters throughout the 

state. 

 

How does the organization serve or support early learning 0-8 years? 

We provide services to members and advocate for policies that enable individuals and businesses to provide high-quality 

early learning experiences for young children. 

How can your organization build connections between childcare providers, elementary school and district 

staff, community organizations and families? 

We do this by:  

 thinking about, researching, publishing & disseminating information about what creates a high-quality early 

learning environment 

 promoting program quality & professional qualifications and compensation 

 enhancing learning and sharing connections among early childhood professionals 

 

Phone number:   253.854.2565 

 

 

 

 

www.wasa-oly.org 

The Washington Association of School Administrators (WASA) is a professional association representing education 

administrators in Washington State. The organization is a strong advocate for public education, a statewide legislative 

voice, and a trusted source for legal and financial information. 

 

How does the organization serve or support early learning 0-8 years? 

WASA support public school adminstrators with professional development in all areas of student learning including early 

learning opportunities. 

How can your organization build connections between childcare providers, elementary school and district 

staff, community organizations and families? 

WASA can provide a system of communications of current and future best practices. We are able to support 

administrators seeking additional information for systems delivery and specific classroom and building implementation. 

Contact name:     Dr. Paul Rosier, Executive Director/Mack Armstrong, Asst. Executive Director 

Phone number:   360.943.5717 

 

 



 

www.wsascd.org 

Washington State Association for Supervision & Curriculum Development (ASCD) is an inclusive professional association 

for all educators, facilitating continuous professional growth and advocating for instructional leadership to ensure 

success for each learner. 

 

How does the organization serve or support early learning 0-8 years? 

WSASCD advocates for the education of the whole child, supporting the ASCD Whole Child Initiative. Some of our 

regional workshops, as well as sessions at our annual conference focus on early learning. 

How can your organization build connections between childcare providers, elementary school and district 

staff, community organizations and families? 

WSASCD will partner with WAEYC for our 2010 Annual Conference in Spokane on October 15-16.  Our program will offer 

speakers and sessions that will be of interest to these participants, as well as to professors in university education 

programs. 

Contact name:     Washington State ASCD 

Phone number:   509.270.2907 

 

 

www.wsaheadstarteceap.com 

The Washington State Association of Head Start & ECEAP (WSA) is a non profit organization composed of 

representatives from Head Start, Early Head Start, Migrant Head Start, Native American Head Start and the Early 

Childhood Education and Assistance Program (ECEAP). 

 

How does the organization serve or support early learning 0-8 years? 

WSA provides high quality training and advocates for the children, families, staff and friends of Head Start and ECEAP 

programs throughout the state of Washington. 

Contact name:     Joel Ryan 

Phone number:   253.373.9100 

 

www.ccfccaweb.org 

The Clark County Family Child Care Association (CCFCCA) is an independent, non profit, organization that has been 

actively serving children, families and licensed family child care providers around the Vancouver, WA area for over 35 

years.  

 

How does the organization serve or support early learning 0-8 years? 

The CCFCCA supports early learning by bringing in highly skilled educators/professionals from the area to serve as 

trainers at our monthly meetings. We offer providers an opportunity to network with local agencies that offer up to date 

information and supplies and we encourage early learning programs in home daycares.  



How can your organization build connections between childcare providers, elementary school and district 

staff, community organizations and families? 

The CCFCCA uses our on-line support/referral group, our monthly meetings and our monthly newsletter (found at 

www.ccfccaweb.org) to  encourage the provider, parent, school and community organizations connection. We also offer 

materials and resources at our monthly meetings that are helpful to providers and to the families they serve. 

Contact name:     Melba Halgren 

Phone number:   360.573.9656 

 

 

www.schoolsoutwashington.org 

School's Out Washington is a statewide intermediary that provides training, advocacy and leadership to those programs 

serving children and youth ages 5-18 during the hours they are not in school. 

 

How does the organization serve or support early learning 0-8 years? 

Through multiple state partners, School's Out ensures that professional development opportunities for staff working 

with children ages 5-8 have regional opportunities to increase thier skills and knowledge. 

How can your organization build connections between childcare providers, elementary school and district 

staff, community organizations and families? 

School's Out Washington convenes leaders from both the provider field and the education sector to share best practices 

and engage in discussions about strengthening partnerships to support student success. 

Contact name:     Janet Frieling 

Phone number:   206.323.2396 

 

 

www.earlylearning.org 

The Foundation for Early Learning is a public organization that supports the learning of children birth through age five 

through grants, event sponsorships and by providing news, information and resources. Learn more at 

www.earlylearning.org. 

 

How does the organization serve or support early learning 0-8 years? 

We award coalition-building grants to early learning-focused community groups across Washington State, distribute 

hundreds of thousands of copies of our early learning publications annually and provide online resources like the Early 

Learning Community (www.earlylearningcommunity.org). 

How can your organization build connections between childcare providers, elementary school and district 

staff, community organizations and families? 

Discussion with a broad and diverse audience is an effective way to build new relationships. One place grant makers, 

educators and community members can all come together is on the Early Learning Community - 

www.earlylearningcommunity.org. 

Contact name:     Foundation for Early Learning 

Phone number:   206.525.4801 



 

www.newschoolfoundation.org 

The New School Foundation works in partnership with Seattle Public Schools to create model schools serving low income 

communities. 

 

How does the organization serve or support early learning 0-8 years? 

Our partnership with Seattle Public Schools currently is focused on the South Shore PK-8 School, formerly called The 

New School, which incorporates a PK-3rd framework.  We believe this is the biggest driver of the school's success in 

closing the achievement gap. 

How can your organization build connections between childcare providers, elementary school and district 

staff, community organizations and families? 

The South Shore PK-8 School uses many community partnerships to support its students.  These include an on-site child 

care provider, and local social service and mental health organizations.  The school has a strong focus on family 

engagement, beginning each year with home visits and continuing through on-going communication, consultations and 

celebrations with families. 

Contact name:     Laura Kohn 

Phone number:   206-407-2152 

 

 

www.savethechildren.org 

Save the Children is the leading independent organization creating lasting change for children. We were founded in 1932 

in Appalachia and have been delivering high quality programs globally for the past 77 years. Currently, we provided 

services in over 50 countries and 15 states in the U.S. We serve over 37milion children and 24 million adults across the 

globe. We have a far reach but a targeted, focused mission ς to create opportunities for children around the world to 

live safe, healthy and fulfilling lives. 

 

How does the organization serve or support early learning 0-8 years? 

Our early childhood development program, Early Steps to School Success is a home visiting language and pre-literacy 

development program for pregnant mother and children up to 5 years of age. Duration is an important factor in the 

success of the interventions we are making. We are a constant provider of services from prebirth up to age 5. 

How can your organization build connections between childcare providers, elementary school and district 

staff, community organizations and families? 

One of the goals of the Early Steps to School Success model is that children have healthy transitions to school.  Early 

Steps families work with schools from the time a child is born to build strong positive relationships and to set the stage 

for positive home/school connections. 

Contact name:     Natalie Vega O'Neil 

Phone number:   360-953-2332 



 
www.PhilanthropyNW.org 

Philanthropy Northwest offers an online searchable database featuring over 150 foundation profiles to assist non-profits 

in efficient, focused and successful fundraising. Profiles include: funding areas (such as education); application 

procedures, geographic limitations; typical grant size, and grant contacts.  

 

How does the organization serve or support early learning 0-8 years? 

Philanthropy Northwest supports our members in convening an Early Childhood Learning affinity group.  Our members, 

in our six state region, share research, best practices, and program successes of the non-profits they support in early 

learning. Philanthropy Northwest supports non-profits by offering an online database to assist them in locating 

appropriate early education funders. 

 

Contact name:  Maria Grace, Philanthropy Northwest Membership Manager 

Phone number:  206-443-8432 

 

 

 

 

 

www.unitedway-wa.org 

United Ways of Washington is an Association made up of the 27 local United Ways in the state of Washington.  Its 

primary mission is to assist and benefit United Way member organizations on matters of regional and statewide 

significance and to help United Way member organizations accomplish their mission of helping people care for one 

another in their communities. 

 

How does the organization serve or support early learning 0-8 years? 

Throughout Washington, local United Ways support early learning as a funder and convener.  Through the state 

organization, the United Ways of Washington advocates in Olympia for early learning policies and investments and also 

keeps interested parties current through weekly early learning updates during the legislative session. 

How can your organization build connections between childcare providers, elementary school and district 

staff, community organizations and families? 

United Ways of Washington builds connections by serving as a convener at the local level;  providing funding to support 

local coalitions; and highlighting successful local efforts through the state organization. 

Contact name:     Erica Hallock 

Phone number:   509.991.2390 

 



 

www.education.wsu.edu/collaboration 

²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴ {ǘŀǘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩǎ ό²{¦ύ 9ŀǊƭȅ [ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ /ƻŀƭƛǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŀ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ŦŀŎǳƭǘȅ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ǎǘǊƛǾŜ ǘƻ 

develop and administer educational programs and research-based services that promote the nurture and care of infants 

and children, advancing healthy and happy, whole-child development from conception to classroom. 

 

Research Core: Through basic and applied studies, faculty, and student researchers examine the health, learning and 

social/emotional development of young children of all abilities, disabilities, and potential, acknowledging the 

intersecting roles of the child, the family, childcare providers and the larger community.  Such research informs the 

dissemination of evidence-based assessment and intervention practices for young children. 

 

How does the organization serve or support early learning 0-8 years? 

Students and early learning professionals may specialize in early childhood education and care through informal, 

certificate and degree-granting curricula ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩǎ ǘǊŀditional classrooms and through distance learning 

technology, as well as through the transfer of learning that comes through experiences as interns, part-time care 

providers, or community volunteers. 

How can your organization build connections between childcare providers, elementary school and district 

staff, community organizations and families? 

!ǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ƭŀƴŘ-ƎǊŀƴŘ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΣ ²{¦Ωǎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎΣ ŀƭƭ 

communities and all professions.  We are grounded in the belief that all children, no matter where they live or the 

circumstances into which they are born, deserve a happy, supportive start and the opportunity to develop abilities, 

skills, and special talents to succeed. 

Contact name:     Dr. Arlene Hett 

Phone number:   509.335.2717

 

www.thechildrensmuseum.org 

The Children's Museum, Seattle is a 22,000 square foot environment designed for children ages birth through 10 years 

and their families. With 11 permanent exhibits, various traveling exhibits and weekly performers, The Museum offers 

hours of exploration and learning! 

 

How does the organization serve or support early learning 0-8 years? 

At the Museum, every exhibit is interactive which allows little hands and growing minds to explore, play and learn. Daily 

programming is designed around early learning developmental domains and encourages open-ended discovery. 

How can your organization build connections between childcare providers, elementary school and district 

staff, community organizations and families? 

The Museum encourages a caregiver to interact with their child and meet him/her at their developmental level.  We 

invest time in local teachers in order to integrate their learning objectives into our programming. With our group rates 

and special programming options, organizations can bring children into a safe, interactive environment. 

Contact name:     The Children's Museum, Seattle 

Phone number:   206.441.1768

 




