Timeline for K-12 Standards

The Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction is committed to supporting educators in their efforts to provide a high quality education for all Washington students. Academic standards articulate state expectations by clarifying what students should know and be able to do. In this way, standards are essential to student achievement. In Washington, the alignment of three key teaching and learning components prepares every learner for post-secondary life – standards-based curriculum, instructional strategies that help students meet and exceed the learning goals, and an assessment system designed around state standards. 

It is important to understand that the standards provide a baseline for academic achievement and can provide a springboard for more advanced and extended learning. If all schools in Washington commit to standards-based instruction, then all students will have the solid foundation of knowledge and skills necessary to take advantage of post-secondary opportunities. For this reason, teachers should be confident that the students entering their class have reached proficiency in the standards of the previous grade. 
	Content Area
	OSPI Adoption of Standards
	Available on the Grade Level Standards &
Resources website

	Reading, 2004
	Winter 2004
	Available now

	Mathematics, 2008
	Summer 2008
	Available now

	Science, 2005
	Winter 2005
	Available now

	Science (Revised), 2008
	Summer 2009
	Available now

	Writing, 2005
	Winter 2006
	Available now

	Communication, 2005
	Winter 2006
	Available now

	Social Studies, 2008
	Spring 2008
	Available now

	Educational Technology, 2008
	Fall 2008
	Available now

	Health and Fitness, 2008
	Fall 2008
	Available now

	Integrated Environment and Sustainability, 2009
	Fall 2009
	Summer 2011

	World Languages, 2010
	Summer 2010
	Available now

	The Arts, 2011
	Spring 2011
	Available now

	Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts and Mathematics
	Summer 2011
	Winter 2012


Accessing standards online

As the development teams complete and update standards, they will be added to OSPI’s Grade Level Standards & Resources Web site at http://standards.ospi.k12.wa.us/.
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