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MEMORANDUM NO. 014-09M K-12 Education


TO:

Educational Service District Superintendents



School District Superintendents



School Principals



School District Curriculum Directors

State Math Leaders

FROM:
Randy I. Dorn, State Superintendent of Public Instruction

RE:
Mathematics Curricula Recommendations
CONTACT: 
Greta Bornemann, (360) 725-6352, greta.bornemann@k12.wa.us

Agency TTY number (360) 664-3631.

The purpose of this memorandum is to communicate that I concur with the original recommendation of Strategic Teaching, a consultant to the State Board of Education (SBE), regarding the K-5 mathematics curricula recommendations for Math Connects and Math Expressions.  I am modifying the Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction’s (OSPI’s) December 2008 final recommendations for K-5 basic mathematics curricula to keep Math Connects and Math Expressions and to remove Bridges in Mathematics as one of the three elementary recommendations put forward by the former superintendent.  Please note that OSPI only recommends the math curricula, but does not direct which curricula a school district may or should select.
The state Legislature directed OSPI, in consultation with the SBE, to recommend no more than three basic mathematics curricula at the elementary, middle and high school levels. The recommendations serve as a guide to school districts in the state of Washington regarding which curricula are most aligned with the revised K-12 mathematics standards.   

The final results of the SBE’s review of the former superintendent’s recommended mathematics curricula are posted on the SBE website (http://www.sbe.wa.gov/documents/2008-11-6CurriculumReviewStudy_002.pdf). The Board’s consultant, Strategic Teaching, states its recommendation on page 4 of the executive summary of its report.
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It is important to note that successful mathematics programs may exist with virtually any of the reviewed curricula. While instructional materials matter, other factors contribute to the success of students in Washington State learning mathematics. Those factors include quality of instruction, parent involvement, available supports and myriad other aspects. The results of the mathematics basic curriculum reviews will be coupled with the results of our recently completed K-12 mathematics supplemental materials review to build a system of support for districts using any mathematics curricula. 
Regarding the revised K-12 mathematics standards, there are no immediate plans to revise these newly adopted standards. However, we will continue to monitor nationwide efforts to develop a consistent set of standards that would be commonly used across the country. School districts should move forward with strong implementation of our state’s current K-12 mathematics standards.
Questions concerning this memorandum may be directed to the Teaching & Learning Mathematics Office at (360) 725-0437 or Greta Bornemann, Mathematics Director for Teaching & Learning, at greta.bornemann@k12.wa.us. The agency TTY number is (360) 664-3631. 
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