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MEMORANDUM NO. 010-11M  STUDENT TRANSPORTATION

TO:

Educational Service District Superintendents



School District Superintendents



School Principals



School Safety Patrol Coordinators




Regional Transportation Coordinators

FROM: 
Randy I. Dorn, State Superintendent of Public Instruction

RE:
School Zone Flashing Beacon/Lighting Project Grant 

CONTACT:
Brian Jones, Washington Traffic Safety Commission (WTSC)


bjones@wtsc.wa.gov or (360) 725-9896

The Washington Traffic Safety Education (WTSC) has another opportunity for elementary schools to receive funds for school zone flashing lights.  The WTSC is soliciting proposals from qualified agencies to participate in projects to install flashing yellow beacon/lighting in designated and legally marked elementary school zones.

The purpose of this project is to reduce the number of deaths and serious injuries that occur from collisions in school zones. A study completed by WTSC has identified flashing yellow beacon/lighting as one of the most effective ways to reduce speeds of vehicles in school zones.

The WTSC has up to $1.5 million available from July 1, 2011—June 30, 2013, contingent upon receipt of funding for the purchase of equipment hardware, software, and signage to mark elementary school zones with flashing yellow beacon/lighting.

Proposals must support the WTSC’s primary goal of reducing the number of deaths and serious injuries that result from traffic crashes.  This goal will be accomplished through reducing motor vehicle speeds in school zones.

Project Proposals are due by May 20, 2011. These projects shall begin within 60 days of grant approval, and installation must be completed by June 30, 2013. 
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A final report shall be submitted 12 months after installation detailing the impact of this project within the school zone including whether or not the goals outlined in your original proposal were achieved. The speed data collected for the final report should be consistent with the conditions existing during baseline data collection.  One year of post installation collision data should be included as well.

Approved projects may not exceed $7,500 in funding per school zone.  More than one school zone may exist per school.  Approved funds shall be used only for the purchase of lighting hardware, computer software and Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD) approved signage and markings. 

WTSC grants are funded on a cost reimbursement basis only.  No payments in advance or in anticipation of goods and services will be made by WTSC.  All cost for the purchase of the flashing light system will be reimbursed to the approved applicant following proper invoicing to WTSC.  The maximum allowable grant under this project is $7,500 per school zone.

Costs associated with the installation and maintenance of the flashing light system is the responsibility of the grantee.  Applicants will be notified in writing of project approvals/denials no later than June 17, 2011.

Please do not hesitate to contact Brian Jones, Program Director for Washington Traffic Safety Commission with any questions about this grant at (360) 725-9896 or email at bjones@wtsc.wa.gov.  The WTSC website is www.wtsc.wa.gov.

This information is also available at www.k12.wa.us/bulletinsmemos/ on the agency Web site.
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