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MEMORANDUM NO. 007-10M TEACHING AND LEARNING
TO:
Educational Service District Superintendents


School District Superintendents


School Principals


Curriculum, Instruction, and Assessment Administrators

FROM:
Randy I. Dorn, State Superintendent of Public Instruction

RE: 
2009-10 Update on Assessment and Reporting Requirements for iGrants Form Package 408 for Social Studies, The Arts, and Health and Fitness Annual Implementation Verification Report

CONTACTS:
Kelly Martin, Program Supervisor, Social Studies/International Education
(360) 725-6351, Kelly.Martin@k12.wa.us
AnnRené Joseph, Program Supervisor, The Arts

(360) 725-6365, AnnRene.Joseph@k12.wa.us
Lisa Rakoz, Program Supervisor, Health and Fitness

(360) 725-4977, Lisa.Rakoz@k12.wa.us
The purpose of this memorandum is to:

1. Detail the annual reporting requirements and timelines related to the implementation of assessments and other strategies in Social Studies, The Arts, and Health and Fitness, outlined in RCW 28A.230.095 and modified in the 2009 legislative session.
2. Clarify the recommended use of the Classroom-Based Assessments (CBAs) and Classroom-Based Performance Assessments (CBPAs).
3. Define “other strategies” and communicate to districts the option to use “other strategies” to assess these subject areas.
INTRODUCTION

The Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI) has sought to promote student learning in Social Studies, The Arts, and Health and Fitness through the development and implementation of CBAs and CBPAs.  The passage of House Bill 2195 in 2004 formalized the importance of ensuring that students have the opportunity to learn in these three essential content areas.  Since that time, thousands of educators have collaborated to ensure that state-developed assessments are rigorous, research-based, aligned to state standards, and relevant for all students in the state of Washington.  This work may be viewed at www.k12.wa.us/assessment/CBAOverview.aspx, with links to Social Studies, The Arts, and Health and Fitness webpages.
THE LAW

RCW 28A.230.095  requires that school districts shall have in place in elementary schools, middle schools, and high schools assessments or other strategies chosen by the district to assure that students have an opportunity to learn the essential academic learning requirements in Social Studies, The Arts, and Health and Fitness.  In addition, school districts shall require students in the seventh or eighth grade, and the eleventh or twelfth grade to each complete at least one CBA in civics.  Implementation of civics CBA at fourth or fifth grade will not be required until the 2010​-11 school year. To demonstrate implementation of these assessments, school districts are required to submit an annual implementation verification report to OSPI.
REQUIRED REPORTING
OSPI has developed an online reporting form through the iGrants system to assist districts with the required submission of the implementation verification report.  Districts are only required to report if “assessments or other strategies” were completed or not completed in Social Studies, The Arts, and Health and Fitness.  School districts are required to complete their implementation report in iGrants no later than July 31, 2010.
iGrants form package 408 for the 2009-10 year will be available online by January 20, 2010 for districts to begin completing the report and entering information on the CBAs, CBPAs, assessments or other strategies implemented during this school year. OSPI plans to share the results from the required portion of the verification report on the agency Web site.
OPTIONAL REPORTING AND DATA COLLECTION
In an effort to obtain a more comprehensive picture of state implementation, OSPI is asking that school districts consider completing the optional sections of the iGrants form package 408. 
The optional reporting includes: 

1. Which CBAs, CBPAs, assessments or other strategies are administered to students at the elementary, middle, and high school levels. 
2. How many students participated at the elementary, middle, and high school levels, and at what grades.
3. How districts are using the CBAs and CBPAs as part of instruction and teacher professional development to assure student achievement on the state standards for the Social Studies, The Arts, and Health and Fitness.

OSPI has also developed teacher worksheets to facilitate the collection of the data for this report. The worksheets are available in iGrants or on the assessment website.  These forms have been useful in collecting the necessary data as well as for providing professional development opportunities targeting student progress and achievement.  
RECOMMENDATIONS
OSPI recommends districts use the state-developed CBAs and CBPAs to meet the requirements of RCW 28A.230.095.  These large-scale statewide assessments have been successfully piloted for validity and reliability.  Further, OSPI recommends that if local assessments and/or other strategies are used that they be reviewed for quality and aligned to state standards at the local level.

Recommendations for meeting the requirement are provided in the below.
	
	Social Studies
	The Arts
	Health and Fitness

	Elementary

(K–5 or 
K–6)
	At least one CBA in social studies by the end of 5th grade. 
· 9 CBA s are available at the elementary level.

· Recommended civics CBAs are Whose Rules? and You Decide.
The requirement to administer civics CBA has been delayed until 2010–11.

	At least one CBPA in each of the arts disciplines they are studying (dance, music, theater, visual arts) by the end of 5th grade.  

· 40 CBPAs are available at the elementary level.
	At least one CBA in health AND at least one CBA in fitness by the end of 5th grade.

· 7 CBAs are available at the elementary school level.


	Middle School

(6–8 or 7–9)
	At least one CBA in social studies by the end of 8th grade.  
· A civics CBA must be administered at 7th or 8th grade.
· 10 CBAs are available at the middle school level.

· Recommended civics CBAs are Constitutional Issues and Checks & Balances.

	At least one CBPA in each of the arts disciplines they are studying (dance, music, theater, visual arts) by the end of 8th grade.  
· 42 CBPAs are available at the middle school level. 
	At least one CBA in health AND at least one CBA in fitness by the end of 8th grade.

· 8 CBAs are available at the middle school level.



	High School

(9–12 or   10–12)
	· At least one CBA in social studies by the end of high school. A civics CBA must be administered at 11th or 12th grade.
· 10 CBAs are available at the high school level.

· Recommended civics CBAs are Constitutional Issues and Checks & Balances.

	At least one CBPA in each of the arts disciplines they are studying (dance, music, theater, visual arts) by the end of high school.  
· 46 CBPAs are available at the high school level.
	At least one CBA in health AND at least one CBA in fitness by the end of high school. 

· 7 CBAs are available at the high school level.




Throughout the school year, school districts are encouraged to develop a policy and/or formal procedure regarding the collection and retention of CBA/CBPA data.  Sample actions include:

· Establish assessment system, including schedules, training plans, administrative procedures, policies, and data collection for each school building.
· Encourage consistency when scoring students’ assessments.
· Ensure all appropriate accommodations are provided for eligible students engaging in assessments in accordance with state and federal regulations.
· Implement appropriate quality control measures in accordance with the directions for administration for any CBAs or CBPAs used.
· Encourage professional development in scoring training, instructional strategies, state standards, and best practices.
RECOMMENDED ACTIVITIES AND TIMELINES

January 2010 ​– May 2010

· Support teachers throughout the year to ensure that they are implementing the CBAs, CBPAs, assessments or other strategies which the school district has committed.

· Distribute the district-provided data sheets, or OSPI downloadable data sheets (Teacher Worksheets), and optional survey to teachers.  

May 2010 – July 2010

· Collect data sheets from teachers responsible for implementing the CBAs, CBPAs, assessments or other strategies in their classroom.

· Confirm that the documents are accurate with complete information.

· Collect and compile the district data for reporting on CBAs, CBPAs, assessments or other strategies.

July 31, 2010, is the final date for districts to submit 2009–10 data on the CBAs, CBPAs, assessments or other strategies via the iGrants reporting system.
ASSESSMENTS OR OTHER STRATEGIES

Research shows that any strategy for assessing these subject areas needs to be rigorous, based on research, aligned closely to the Washington State Essential Academic Learning Requirements (EALRs), and able to measure individual student achievement.  Promoting these four criteria for any assessment option ensures that students will be held to the required state standards.  OSPI continues to recommend that districts use the 

state-developed CBAs and CBPAs designed specifically to meet these criteria.

RESOURCES AND SUPPORT FOR CBAs AND CBPAs

All current CBAs and CBPAs have state-developed scoring guides as well as professional development resources that are available for download at the Web sites listed below. OSPI will continue to provide opportunities for educators to learn about implementing and utilizing the CBAs and CBPAs.  
The OSPI developed CBAs and CBPAs are specifically located online at:

· Social Studies
www.k12.wa.us/SocialStudies/CBAs/default.aspx
· The Arts  

www.k12.wa.us/Arts/CBPAs/default.aspx  
· Health and Fitness
www.k12.wa.us/HealthFitness/Assessments.aspx 
If you have any questions, please contact the following OSPI Teaching and Learning staff: 

· Kelly Martin, Social Studies/International Education, (360) 725-6351, Kelly.Martin@k12.wa.us     

· AnnRené Joseph, The Arts, (360) 725-6365, AnnRene.Joseph@k12.wa.us
· Lisa Rakoz, Health and Fitness, (360) 725-4977, Lisa.Rakoz@k12.wa.us
The agency TTY number is (360) 664-3631.
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