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MEMORANDUM NO. 071-09M LEARNING AND TEACHING SUPPORT
TO:
Educational Service District Superintendents


School District Superintendents


School District Liaisons for Homeless Children and Youths

FROM:
Randy I. Dorn, State Superintendent of Public Instruction

RE:
Revised Dispute Resolution Policy for the Placement of Homeless Children and Youths

CONTACT:
Melinda Dyer, Program Supervisor


Phone:  (360) 725-6050; Email:  Melinda.dyer@k12.wa.us


TTY:  (360) 664-3631

The reauthorization of the federal McKinney-Vento Assistance Act in 2002 required each state, as a part of their state plan, to include a description of procedures for the prompt resolution of disputes regarding the educational placement of homeless children and youths. The homeless dispute resolution process is to be followed by the local school district if a dispute arises over school selection, enrollment, or service provision related to children and youths experiencing homelessness.
The Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI) has revised the existing homeless dispute resolution policy (originally sent as Bulletin 104-05, 2005) in an effort to clarify the timeframe in which a parent or unaccompanied youth shall notify the district should they wish to file a dispute, as well as the nature of the documentation submitted to OSPI at Level III of the dispute process.  If a dispute arises related to the enrollment and/or service provision for homeless students, local school districts shall follow the revised policy which is attached to this Memorandum 000-09 which replaces the policy referred to in 2005.
Attached, for your information, is a copy of the revised policy regarding the educational placement of homeless children and youths.  The policy is also available online at http://www.k12.wa.us/HomelessEd/resources.aspx.  Questions related to this policy or other issues related to homeless children and youths should be directed to Melinda Dyer, Program Supervisor, at (360) 725-6050 or by email at melinda.dyer@k12.wa.us.  The agency TTY number is (360) 664-3631.  This information is available electronically on the OSPI Web site at the following URL:  http://www.k12.wa.us/bulletinsmemos/.
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