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MEMORANDUM NO. 026-09M  ASSESSMENT AND STUDENT INFORMATION

TO:

School District Assessment Coordinators



School District Curriculum Directors

School District Superintendents



Middle School Building Principals



Junior High School Building Principals

FROM:
Randy I. Dorn, State Superintendent of Public Instruction

RE:

Registration for 2009 Grade 7 Writing Pilot (Administered at Grade 8)
CONTACT:
Nikki Elliott-Schuman, Writing Assessment Specialist


(360) 725-6341



nikki.elliottschuman@k12.wa.us 

The purpose of this memorandum is to invite your district to participate in the upcoming 2009 Grade 7 Pilot Writing Assessment which will be administered to Grade 8 students during the testing window of September 28 – October 9, 2009. 

In order to ensure we have a representative sample, we are sending this memorandum to every district in the state.  Since we need a representative sample, please understand that we may not be able to accept all schools within a district (or even the one school within a district). Nonetheless, we shall operate as much as possible on a “first come, first served” basis, so it is important that you commit as early as possible.

Each Grade 8 student in the buildings that choose to participate will be asked to write a response to two prompts (one prompt per day) during the pilot testing window. As much as possible, the assessment should be administered under the normal state writing assessment standardized conditions.  Students should have approximately 120 minutes to write each response; however, we understand that for the purposes of this pilot, some schools may need to have students write for less time.  It is important to have all students (except those needing special accommodations) at the designated grade level
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within your school participate if possible. More detailed instructions for administering the pilot will be included in the confirmation letter should you choose to be a part of the pilot.

We at the Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI) realize that by agreeing to be a part of the pilot, you are helping us ensure that we will have a reliable and valid pilot assessment. In return for your help, all teachers who participate in the pilot will receive papers and scores for ONE writing sample for each 8th grade student who took part in the pilot assessment.  Further, we are offering at least one teacher in each building an opportunity to participate in a one-day scoring training workshop at SeaTac in March 2010.  All expenses will be paid, and clock hours will be offered.  At the workshop, those teachers will be trained to score two of the pilot prompts (one expository and one persuasive prompt). At the end of the workshop, the teachers will be able to pick up their students' scored samples, a report of their students' scores, and anchor and practice sets for both prompts. For those 8th grade teachers who are unable to attend, their students' papers and scores will be sent to them after the workshop.  Schools may opt to send teachers from another grade level to the workshop.

We are offering this training as part of our continued effort to demonstrate how the state writing assessment is scored.  In fact, the training will be a shortened version of the same process used by Data Recognition Corporation (DRC) to score the state writing assessment.  According to research, state writing assessment scores significantly improved when teachers received scoring training and shared this training with their colleagues at the building level.

We hope that the schools in your district participate in this “testing of the test.”  Pilot data will be used to select prompts for the Measurements of Student Progress. In order for this data to be reliable and valid, it is critical that we have the necessary sample size and representation.  

District Assessment Coordinators: Please fill out the attached form (only one form per district please) and fax, email, or mail it to:

ATTN: Linda Rebitzer
Writing Assessment Office

600 Washington St. SE

P.O. Box 47200

Olympia, WA  98504-7200

Phone: (360) 725-6443

Fax: (360) 725-6333

linda.rebitzer@k12.wa.us 
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Registrations must be received by May 27, 2009. You will be notified by email once your registration has been received, and you will receive a confirmation of your participation by the end of June. 
For questions concerning this memorandum, please contact Nikki Elliott-Schuman at (360) 725-6341 or email nikki.elliottschuman@k12.wa.us. The agency TTY line is (360) 664-3631.
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Alan Burke, Ed.D.

Deputy Superintendent
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