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MEMORANDUM NO. 065-07M WASHINGTON STATE SCHOOL SAFETY CENTER
TO:

Educational Service District Superintendents

School District Superintendents
FROM:
Dr. Terry Bergeson, State Superintendent of Public Instruction

RE:
School Safety Planning Grants Available for 2007–09
CONTACT: 
Tyson Vogeler, Program Supervisor

Washington State School Safety Center

(360) 725-6044, tyson.vogeler@k12.wa.us. 

Agency TTY (360) 664-3631
Historically, schools in Washington State have been required to conduct monthly evacuation drills and, since 2002, have been required to have comprehensive safety plans.  Regional and national incidents of school violence and natural disasters have drawn legislative attention to the need for comprehensive school safety planning. With the passage of Substitute Senate Bill (SSB) 5097, signed by Governor Gregoire in May 2007, schools and districts now have considerable new requirements including specified emergency drills, safety-related training, annual reporting, and increasingly comprehensive safety plans.  The full text of SSB 5097 is available at: http://apps.leg.wa.gov/billinfo/summary.aspx?bill=5097.
The legislature appropriated funding for the 2007–09 biennium to fund comprehensive safety planning projects in school districts which are implementing the new requirements for comprehensive school safety plans, provision of school safety training, and conducting safety-related drills.  The Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI) will distribute these funds through competitive demonstration grants and noncompetitive mini grants managed through the School Safety Center.   

A total of $500,000 for the 2007–09 biennium will be available for competitive grants which will fund demonstration projects that will build on previous safety planning efforts and demonstrate best practices in developing comprehensive safe school programs that fully meet the requirements of SSB 5097.  These grants are available to school districts with high schools and will be distributed to six districts statewide which represent the geographic and demographic diversity of the state.  The anticipated release date for these grants on the iGrants system is November 19, 2007.
An additional $500,000 will be available for noncompetitive mini grants to be awarded during the 2007–09 biennium.  The purpose of these grants is to assist individual campuses to comply with the training and drill requirements in SSB 5097.  Funding will be limited to a maximum of $5,000.  To ensure regional representation, grants will be distributed to represent the number of campuses in each educational service district (ESD). The anticipated release date for these grants is November 19, 2007.
Application and reporting forms are provided for local school districts through the Informed Grants Reports Analytical Net-based Transitions System (iGrants), via the Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI) Web site at: https://eds.ospi.k12.wa.us/iGrants/Default.aspx, using a password provided by the district iGrants administrator. 
OSPI’s School Safety Center staff is available to provide technical assistance and answer questions from districts and ESDs regarding School Safety Planning Grants and the requirements of SSB 5097.  Other information regarding comprehensive school safety planning and regulatory requirements is available on the School Safety Center’s Web site at: http://www.k12.wa.us/safetycenter/default.aspx.
If you have any questions concerning this bulletin, please contact Tyson Vogeler at 
(360) 725-6044 or via email at tyson.vogeler@k12.wa.us.  The agency TTY number is 
(360) 664-3631.

This bulletin is also available on OSPI’s Web site at: http://www.k12.wa.us/BulletinsMemos/bulletins2007.aspx.
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Assistant Superintendent
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