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MEMORANDUM NO. 062-07M  PUPIL TRANSPORTATION

TO:
Educational Service District Superintendents


School District Superintendents

Assistant Superintendents for Business and/or Business Managers

Regional Transportation Coordinators


Transportation Administrators

FROM:
Dr. Terry Bergeson, State Superintendent of Public Instruction

RE:
Transportation Funding Formula Survey
CONTACT:
Allan Jones, (360) 725-6120, allan.jones@k12.wa.us

Agency TTY number (360) 664-3631

As directed by the Washington State Legislature, a project was initiated with a student transportation consulting firm, Management Partnership Services, Inc. (MPS), to develop different options for the state's student transportation funding formula.  The objective of this project is to make changes to the formula which will meet the statutory requirements and also provide incentives for the efficient use of transportation resources.  Before developing these options, it is essential to gain some perspective on the issues, concerns, questions, expectations, and priorities of those who will be impacted by any change in the method of funding student transportation in the state. The survey that has been developed is intended to help us get a baseline understanding. The results of the survey will also establish the framework for group discussions during regional information meetings to be held in January, which you and other school district representatives will be asked to attend.
We ask you to take approximately 10 to 15 minutes to complete the survey by opening the following link:
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=kxAlPCJXa8W1FCOtWizy_2bw_3d_3d.  
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Please complete the survey individually and answer the questions as best you can from your current knowledge.  It is important to understand the perspective of different administrators, so please do not collaborate with your staff in developing responses, and please do not delegate this task to others.  For example, the school superintendent, business manager, and transportation director should each complete the survey. It is acceptable and expected to have different responses from different administrators within the same school district. We would ask for your prompt participation, since the deadline for completion of the survey is November 21, 2007. 
Please be assured that the identity of all respondents will be kept confidential, and no information will be shared that will allow linking individuals to specific responses.  The results of the survey will be shared later in the school year as the project proceeds and will be included in the final report and recommendation, which is scheduled to be completed in November 2008
Thank you for your cooperation and participation.  If you have any questions regarding completing the survey or encounter difficulties, please contact:
Jamie English
Management Partnership Services, Inc.
9710 Traville Gateway Drive, #363
Rockville, MD 20850
Phone: 888-518-3377 ext. 704
Fax: 888-348-0335
Web:  <http://www.mpsconsultant.com> www.mpsconsultant.com 

Other questions concerning this bulletin may be directed to Allan Jones, Director of Pupil Transportation, at (360) 725-6120, or at allan.jones@k12.wa.us.  The agency TTY number is (360) 664-3631.

This information is also available at www.k12.wa.us/bulletinsmemos/ on the agency Web site.
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