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MEMORANDUM NO. 061-07M special programs & Federal Accountability
TO:

Educational Service District Superintendents



School District Superintendents


Curriculum, Instruction, and Assessment Administrators


Special Program Directors
FROM:
Dr. Terry Bergeson, State Superintendent of Public Instruction

RE: 

House Bill 2136:  Improving Core Subject Instruction for All Students
CONTACT:
Tonya Middling, Special Education
           Tonya.Middling@k12.wa.us, (360) 725-6075

INTRODUCTION
In May 2007, Governor Christine Gregoire signed into law House Bill 2136 – Improving Core Subject Instruction for All Students.  This bill authorizes school districts to apply for funding based on their ability to reduce the numbers of students eligible for special education and related services. This project was previously named Special Services Pilot Project under House Bill 2012.  During the 2007 legislative session, this bill was renamed and expanded to include the addition of five school districts.  This notice is intended to provide information regarding the program elements required by the authorizing legislation and the process for accessing the funds for program implementation.
The purpose of the program is to continue to support the existing Special Services Pilot Districts and to encourage other school districts to participate.  The primary goal will be to improve the implementation of high quality, general education research-based instructional programs in order to meet the needs of students struggling academically, while reducing the number of students inappropriately referred to and placed in special education.  
ELIGIBILITY
Any publicly-funded district may apply.  Funding for eligible applicants will be reflected in the June 2008 apportionment.  The duration of the program is intended to be four years, beginning in the 2007-2008 school year and concluding in the 2010-2011 school year, unless the program is extended by the legislature.
School districts participating in this program will receive state special education funding in accordance with state special education funding formulas and a separate program appropriation from sources other than special education funds. The separate appropriation shall be calculated as follows:
(a) The school district’s estimated state special education funding for the current year based on the school district’s average percentage of students age three through twenty-one who were eligible for special education services in the 2006-2007 school year as reported to the Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI);
(b) Less the school district’s actual state special education funding based on the district’s current percentage of students age three through twenty-one eligible for special education services as reported to OSPI.

OSPI will adjust the factors above where legislative changes to the special education funding formula impact the funding mechanism of this program.  

Participation in this program will not increase or decrease a district’s ability to access the safety net for high cost students. Districts participating in this program that seek safety net funding must convincingly demonstrate to the committee that any change in demonstrated need on Worksheet A is not attributable to their participation in this project.  
REQUIRED PROGAM ELEMENTS
The following program elements align with the principles identified under Response to Intervention (RTI).  These components are thoroughly outlined in the OSPI RTI manual which may be viewed at: http://www.k12.wa.us/SpecialEd/RTI.aspx.  Selected school districts shall agree to:

(a) Implement the program as part of the school district’s general education curriculum for all students.
(b) Implement a multi-tiered service delivery system to provide scientific, research-based instruction and interventions with fidelity, addressing individual student needs in the areas of reading, written language, or mathematics.
(c) Develop and implement an assessment system to conduct universal screening; progress monitoring; diagnostic assessments to identify the reading, written language, or mathematics needs of each student; and to monitor student progress.
(d) Incorporate student specific data obtained through the pilot program when conducting an evaluation to determine if the student has a disability. 

(e) Assure parents are informed of: the amount and nature of student performance data that is collected and the general education services that are provided; the strategies for increasing the student’s rate of learning; their right to make a referral for special education evaluation if they suspect the student has a disability; and have input into designed interventions.
(f) Assure parents are provided student progress reports during instruction.
(g) Actively engage parents as partners in the learning process.
(h) Comply with state special education requirements.
(i) Participate and provide staff expertise in the design and implementation of an evaluation of the program as determined by the superintendent of public instruction. Districts shall annually review and report progress to OSPI, including objective measures or indicators that show the progress towards achieving the purpose and goal of the program.
CRITERIA FOR SELECTION OF DISTRICTS
By December 7, 2007, school districts interested in participating in this program must complete an application through the iGrants system (https://eds.ospi.k12.wa.us/iGrants/Default.aspx).  Districts will be asked to report on the following items: 
(a) A description of the tiered set of scientific, research-based instructional interventions that will be used to address individual and group academic deficits (if focusing on a single content area, specify the area) by grade level. 

(b) The projected number of students that will be served each year.
(c) The schools in which the assistance will be provided, the estimated average number of hours of instruction that will be provided per student, and the estimated adult/student ratio.
(d) The qualifications and professional development that will be required of the staff who will be providing this instruction to students. 

(e) A general description of how the instruction will be provided.
(f) The assessments that will be used to identify the needs of students needing strategic and intensive intervention.
(g) The steps that will be taken to assure parents are informed of:  the amount and nature of student performance data that is collected and the general education services that are provided; the strategies for increasing the student’s rate of learning; their right to make a referral for special education evaluation if they suspect the student has a disability; and their right to have input into designed interventions.
(h) An assurance statement and certification that the school district superintendent has agreed to apply for the pilot program and participating schools agree to comply with project requirements.
(i) A description of how this pilot program will align with and expand any current strategic efforts of the district to improve the general and special education programs in their district.
(j) The name of the person who will be responsible for coordinating the assistance program, including his/her title and contact information, and experience in Response to Intervention systems.  
APPLICATION AND FUNDING TIMELINE
Applications for funding will be available electronically, via iGrants, in the State/Federal Form Packages at: https://eds.ospi.k12.wa.us/iGrants/Default.aspx on or before November 1, 2007. 
· November 1, 2007: Application available for completion in iGrants

· December 7, 2007: Application due in iGrants

· January 25, 2008: Applications approved and districts notified

· June 2008: Funding will be reflected in the June 2008 apportionment

To be considered, applications must be completed through iGrants by December 7, 2007. Since selection is on a competitive basis, applications received after this time will not be reviewed. 

If you have any questions regarding this memorandum or need further information, please contact Tonya Middling at (360) 725-6075, TTY (360) 586-0126, or tonya.middling@k12.wa.us. 
This memorandum is also available on the OSPI Web site at the following URL: http://www.k12.wa.us/BulletinsMemos/memoranda2007.aspx .
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