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MEMORANDUM NO. 057-07M  TEACHING AND LEARNING
TO:

Educational Service District Superintendents



School District Superintendents


Building Principals



Curriculum, Instruction, and Assessment Administrators

FROM:
Dr. Terry Bergeson, State Superintendent of Public Instruction

RE: 
Classroom-Based Assessments and Classroom-Based Performance Assessments for Social Studies, the Arts, and Health and Fitness
CONTACT:
Caleb Perkins, Social Studies/International Education

(360) 725-6351, Caleb.Perkins@k12.wa.us, TTY (360) 664-3631

AnnRene Joseph, The Arts
(360) 725-6365, AnnRene.Joseph@k12.wa.us, TTY (360) 664-3631

Lisa Rakoz, Health/Fitness
(360) 725-4977, Lisa.Rakoz@k12.wa.us, TTY (360) 664-3631

INTRODUCTION

The Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction has sought to promote student learning in social studies, the arts, and health and fitness through the development and implementation of Classroom-Based Assessments (CBAs) and Classroom-Based Performance Assessments (CBPAs) in these academic areas. Hundreds of educators have collaborated over the last five years to ensure that these assessments are rigorous, research-based, aligned to our state’s standards, and relevant for all students in the state of Washington. 
This work can be found on the following websites:
· Social Studies - www.k12.wa.us/assessment/WASL/SocialStudies 

· The Arts - www.k12.wa.us/assessment/WASL/Arts 

· Health and Fitness - www.k12.wa.us/assessment/WASL/HealthFitness 

The purpose of this memorandum is to clarify the recommended use of the Classroom-Based Assessments (CBAs) and Classroom-Based Performance Assessments (CBPAs). It also details the reporting requirements related to assessments and accountability in social studies, the arts, and health and fitness outlined in RCW 28A.230.095. 
THE LAW

RCW 28A.230.095 includes two provisions. The first addresses all three areas, social studies, the arts, and health and fitness, and the second makes special reference to civics. The law states:
(1) By the end of the 2008-09 school year, school districts shall have in place in elementary schools, middle schools, and high schools assessments or other strategies to assure that students have an opportunity to learn the essential academic learning requirements in social studies, the arts, and health and fitness. Social Studies includes history, geography, civics, economics, and social studies skills. Beginning with the 2008-09 school year, school districts shall annually submit an implementation verification report to the office of the superintendent of public instruction.


(2) Beginning with the 2008-09 school year, school districts shall require students in the fourth or fifth grades [grade], the seventh or eighth grades [grade], and the eleventh or twelfth grades [grade] to each complete at least one classroom-based assessment in civics. The civics assessment may be selected from a list of classroom-based assessments approved by the office of the superintendent of public instruction. Beginning with the 2008-09 school year, school districts shall annually submit implementation verification reports to the office of the superintendent of public instruction documenting the use of the classroom-based assessments in civics.

ASSESSMENTS OR OTHER STRATEGIES

OSPI has concluded that any strategy for assessing these areas needs to be rigorous, based in research, and aligned closely to the Washington State EALRs. Consultation with interested stakeholders provided support for this conclusion. Promoting these three criteria for any assessment option ensures that students will be held to the standards laid out in education reform laws. OSPI strongly recommends that districts use the state-developed CBAs and CBPAs because they are designed specifically to meet these three criteria. 

REQUIRED REPORTING
OSPI will develop an online reporting form to assist districts with the required submission of an implementation verification report. In 2008-09, districts will only be required to report what “assessments or other strategies” in the arts, health and fitness, and social studies, including classroom-based assessments in civics, they are implementing and the number of students who participated at the elementary, middle, and high school levels. Results from the verification report will be posted for all districts on the OSPI website.  A draft of the reporting form has been developed for school district planning purposes and is attached to this memorandum.  Optional surveys will also be developed to collect additional information, but the results from these surveys will not be publicly reported. OSPI recommends that each district designate a staff member to be responsible for ensuring that the assessment and reporting requirements in RCW 28A.230.095 are met.
In subsequent years, an expansion of the reporting system will include online tools for districts to report student scores and provide samples of scored student work. The more fully-developed reporting system will enable OSPI to report on the state of education in social studies, the arts, and health and fitness. No student samples will be collected, however, in the 2008-09 school year.
RECOMMENDATIONS

As stated above, OSPI strongly recommends that districts use the state-developed CBAs and CBPAs to meet the requirements of RCW 28A.230.095. For districts following this recommendation, the expectation is that all students shall have the opportunity to complete at least:
	
	The Arts
	Health/Fitness 
	Social Studies

	Elementary 


	At least one CBPA in dance, music, theater, OR visual arts by the end of 5th grade.  
· 20 CBPAs are available at the elementary level.

· Students should be assessed in arts disciplines where they have received instruction.
	At least one CBA in fitness by the end of 5th grade in 2008-09.   At least one CBA in fitness AND at least one CBA in health by the end of 5th grade in 2009-2010.
· Recommended fitness CBAs in 2008-09 are Concepts of Health and Fitness or Get Fit Summer!
· Recommended health CBAs will be determined for 2009-10.
	At least one CBA in social studies in the 3rd, 4th, AND 5th grades. The CBA at 4th or 5th grade needs to be in civics.
· Recommended civics CBAs are Whose Rules? and You Decide.

	Middle School
	At least one CBPA in dance, music, theater, OR visual arts by the end of 8th grade.  
· 20 CBPAs are available at the middle school level. 
· Students should be assessed in arts disciplines where they have received instruction.
	At least one CBA in health AND at least one CBA in fitness by the end of 8th grade.  
· Recommended fitness CBAs are Concepts of Health and Fitness or Fitness Plan for Pat. 
· Recommended health CBAs are Sara’s Story or Touring the Systems.
	At least one CBA in social studies in the 6th, 7th, AND 8th grades. The CBA at 7th or 8th grade needs to be in civics.
· Recommended civics CBAs are Constitutional Issues and Checks & Balances.

	High School 
	At least one CBPA in dance, music, theater, OR visual arts by the end of high school.  
· 20 CBPAs are available at the high school level.

· Students should be assessed in arts disciplines where they have received instruction.
	At least one CBA in health AND at least one CBA in fitness by the end of high school.
· Recommended fitness CBAs are Concepts of Health and Fitness or Fitness Planning.
· Recommended health CBAs are Dear “Stressed and Depressed,” Cafeteria Choices, or New Student Orientation.
	At least one CBA in social studies in each of the courses required for graduation. A CBA in civics must be administered in the 11th or 12th grade.
· Recommended civics CBAs are Constitutional Issues and Checks & Balances.


SUPPORT FOR CBAs AND CBPAs

OSPI will continue to provide opportunities for educators to learn about implementing and utilizing the CBAs and CBPAs at OSPI’s annual January Conference and Summer Institutes. In addition, OSPI is looking to secure funding for scoring training and professional development to build a cadre of teacher leaders that will facilitate the implementation of these assessments. OSPI will also continue to refine existing CBAs and CBPAs, issue anchor sets of scored student responses to these assessments, and develop new assessments.
If you have any questions regarding this memorandum or need further information, please contact: 
· Caleb Perkins, Social Studies/International Education, Teaching and Learning

(360) 725-6351, Caleb.Perkins@k12.wa.us, TTY (360) 664-3631

· AnnRene Joseph, The Arts, Teaching and Learning

(360) 725-6365, AnnRene.Joseph@k12.wa.us, TTY (360) 664-3631

· Lisa Rakoz, Health/Fitness, Teaching and Learning

(360) 725-4977, Lisa.Rakoz@k12.wa.us, TTY (360) 664-3631

TEACHING AND LEARNING

Jessica Vavrus

Operations and Program Administrator
Assessment & Student Information

Joe Willhoft
Assistant Superintendent
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