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MEMORANDUM  NO. 056 -07M  Title II Part A
TO:  

Educational Service District Superintendents



School District Superintendents



School District Human Resource Officers



School District Title I Program Coordinators



School Principals

FROM:  
Dr. Terry Bergeson, State Superintendent of Public Instruction

RE:  

Title I Paraprofessional Requirements

The No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB) of 2001 requires all paraprofessionals who are performing instructional duties and are funded with Title I funds (including all paraprofessionals performing instructional duties in a schoolwide building) to meet specific requirements prior to being hired or placed into a Title I position.  The purpose of these requirements is to help ensure that the instructional team is providing successful learning experiences for students, particularly students receiving benefit of Title I funds.  The Title I requirements state that:
1) Paraprofessionals must have a secondary school (high school) diploma or its recognized equivalent.
2) Paraprofessionals must fulfill one of the following requirements:
a) complete at least two years of study at an institution of higher education; or

b) obtain an associate (or higher) degree; or

c) meet a rigorous standard of quality and can demonstrate, through a formal state or local academic assessment—

i) knowledge of, and the ability to assist in instructing, reading, writing, and mathematics; or

ii) knowledge of, and the ability to assist in instructing, reading readiness, writing readiness, and mathematics readiness, as appropriate. 
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To implement these requirements in Washington, paraeducators have a variety of options related to the formal state assessment, in addition to the two years of study at an institution of higher education or an associate (or higher) degree.
The additional options the Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI) has approved to meet the formal state academic assessment include:

1. ETS ParaPro Assessment.
2. Portfolio Assessment.
3. Apprenticeship Program. 

ETS ParaPro Assessment

Educational Testing Service (ETS) offers two options for paraeducators to take the ParaPro Assessment: 

1. School districts may sign up directly to administer the internet-based test ETS ParaPro Assessment.  For specific instructions on how to sign up with ETS, please review OSPI Memorandum 61-03 or contact ETS directly at www.ets.org/parapro or 1-800-772-9476.
2. School districts may also contact their local Educational Service District (ESD) to determine if the ESD or another school district in the region administers the internet-based test.  Your local ESD paraeducator program coordinator is identified in Attachment A of this memorandum.
3. The ETS ParaPro Assessment is also available at paper and pencil testing sites.  Locations and test dates are available on the ETS Web site.

Portfolio Assessment
Contact your local ESD paraeducator program coordinator (Attachment A) for details.
Apprenticeship Programs
Contact Larry Busch at (360) 336-2240 to get information about paraeducator apprenticeship programs.
If you have any questions regarding the Title I requirements for paraeducators, please contact Julie Wright at (360) 725-6340, or via email at julie.wright@k12.wa.us.
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Additional information regarding the Title I paraprofessional requirements is available in the Washington State Paraeducator Guidelines, which can be found on the OSPI Web site at http://www.k12.wa.us/Paraeducators/default.aspx.  
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