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MEMORANDUM NO. 046-07M  ASSESSMENT AND STUDENT INFORMATION
TO:
School District Superintendents


School District Assistant Superintendents



Educational Service District Superintendents


School District Assessment Coordinators 


School District Curriculum Directors


Secondary High School Principals

FROM:
Dr. Terry Bergeson, State Superintendent of Public Instruction

RE:
Summary of the Graduation Requirements for the 

Graduating Classes of 2008 and 2009
CONTACT:  Brian Jeffries, (360) 280-0000, brian.jeffries@k12.wa.us 

      Agency TTY number (360) 664-3631
The purpose of this memorandum is to provide information to high school principals, counselors, district administrators, and other staff regarding the graduation requirements for the classes of 2008 and 2009.  (High school principals should distribute this memorandum to their counseling staff.)  This includes information on the postponement of the requirement that students meet the mathematics standard, the approved alternative assessments, waivers for students who transfer from another state or country, and the appeal process for students with special, unavoidable circumstances.

A K-20 videoconference is scheduled for September 17, 2007, 3:00-4:30 p.m., which will provide an overview of high school graduation requirements that will impact the class of 2008 and beyond and will cover issues addressed in this memorandum.  The videoconference will take place at each Educational Service District.  To get further details, please contact Jami Peterson at (360) 725-6020 or e-mail jami.peterson@k12.wa.us
Overview
To be eligible to graduate, students in the classes of 2008 and 2009 must, at a minimum, meet the requirements listed below.  With regard to these requirements, the 
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“Class of 2008” is defined as students who first entered 9th grade in the 2004 - 2005 school year; the “Class of 2009” is defined as students who first entered 9th grade in the 2005 - 2006 school year. 
· Earn a required number of credits in required subjects.  The State Board of Education requires a minimum of 19 credits in specified subjects.  Most school districts have credit requirements in excess of the minimum set by the State Board of Education.
· Complete a “High School and Beyond Plan”
· Complete a “Culminating Project”

· Demonstrate proficiency on the state’s reading, writing and mathematics standards. Students who demonstrate proficiency of the reading, writing and mathematics standards with the Washington Assessment of Student Learning (WASL), a state-approved alternative to the WASL or an assessment for students in special education will earn a diploma with a Certificate of Academic Achievement or Certificate of Individual Achievement. Until 2013, students can earn a diploma without a certificate if they demonstrate proficiency in reading and writing and continue to earn additional mathematics credit(s) – or career and technical course equivalents – and annually retake the WASL or an assessment designed for students in special education programs. 
For information on the credit requirements, the High School and Beyond Plan, and the Culminating Project (as well as information on all high school graduation requirements), please go to: www.k12.wa.us/GraduationRequirements/default.aspx
Students may demonstrate proficiency on the reading, writing, and mathematics standards in one of three ways: (1) on the WASL, (2) through an approved alternative assessment (also known as a CAA Option), or (3) if the WASL is determined not to be appropriate for students enrolled in special education programs, on a Washington Alternate Assessment System (WAAS) assessment (i.e., WAAS Portfolio, WASL-Modified, or WAAS-DAW).

Student transcripts shall indicate if a student earned a Certificate or not.  The transcripts of students who earned a certificate will note “CAA” or “CIA.”  Students who meet only the reading and writing standards, but earn additional mathematics credits and take the mathematics WASL or a WAAS mathematics assessment annually, will be able to graduate, but will not earn a certificate.  The student’s transcript will indicate that the certificate requirement was “Not Met.”

1)  Mathematics Standard Postponement
For the classes of 2008 - 2012, students may graduate if they have not met the mathematics standard if they:
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a. Meet the reading and writing standards. 

b. Meet all other state and school district graduation requirements.
c. For the class of 2008, earn one mathematics credit (or career and technical course equivalent, including appropriate courses offered at skills centers) after the student's 11th-grade year. The student also must continue to take the mathematics WASL or a WAAS mathematics assessment annually. For most students in the class of 2008 who will graduate on time, this means they need to earn one more mathematics credit and take one more assessment before graduation. 
d. For the classes of 2009 - 2012, earn two mathematics credits (or career and technical course equivalent, including appropriate courses offered at skills centers) after the student's 10th-grade year. The student also must continue to take the mathematics WASL or a WAAS mathematics assessment annually 
The course taken to earn the credit must be intended to increase the student’s mathematics proficiency toward meeting or exceeding the mathematics standards measured on the WASL.  The mathematics credits may be earned in certain career and technical education courses, including courses offered at skills centers, if the courses have been determined by the local district to be equivalent to mathematics courses.
Students’ graduation requirements are determined by the date they start 9th grade.  Graduation requirements remain the same for the student regardless of whether the student graduates early or needs more than four years to graduate.

The statutory language for the mathematics credit/assessment requirement is included in the Appendix and additional information, including a Frequently Asked Questions document on the new mathematics credit graduation requirement, can be found on the OSPI “Graduation Requirements” website at: www.k12.wa.us/GraduationRequirements/default.aspx
2)  Approved Alternative Assessments (High School Graduation Options)
The Legislature has approved three alternative assessments that students may use to meet the high school standards.  To be eligible, students must have taken the WASL at least once and met other eligibility requirements as summarized below.  A summary of the CAA Options for parents and students is attached and is available at: www.k12.wa.us/assessment/CAAoptions/pubdocs/CAAOverview.pdf  
State law requires that the high school principal or a designee annually notify students of the availability of the approved alternatives.  The attached summary may be used for this purpose.
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a. Advanced Placement and College Admission Test Scores
This option allows a student to meet standards if they earn a specified score on the SAT, PSAT (mathematics only and prior to September 1, 2008), ACT, or on an Advanced Placement Test.
The minimum scores for mathematics have been adopted by the State Board of Education for the PSAT, SAT, and ACT (PSAT-Math = 47, SAT-Math = 470, ACT-Math = 19).  SAT and ACT reading and writing scores are required to be adopted by the State Board by December 1, 2007. 
Once these scores are adopted, they will be posted at: www.k12.wa.us/assessment/CAAoptions/Equivalency.aspx    
Students also may meet the high school standard by achieving a score of three or higher on specified Advanced Placement Examinations.  Exams that may be used are:
· For mathematics: AP-Calculus or AP-Statistics; 

· For writing: AP-English Language and Composition; 

· For reading: AP-English Literature and Composition, AP-Macroeconomics, AP-Microeconomics, AP-Psychology, AP-United States History, AP-World History, AP-United States Government and Politics, or AP-Comparative Government and Politics. 

Students who meet or exceed the minimum score may submit the applicable score by completing and transmitting to OSPI an “AP and College Admission Test Score Verification Form,” available at: www.k12.wa.us/assessment/CAAoptions/Equivalency.aspx
Eligibility: Students must take the WASL at least once and earn a valid scale score.  Scores from the SAT, PSAT, ACT or AP test may be used whether the student took the test before or after taking the WASL. 

Fee Waiver and Reimbursements:  Students who have taken the WASL at least once and intend to use one of these tests as an “alternative assessment” may obtain a free voucher or reimbursement.
· PSAT:  for the October 2007 PSAT administration, students who have not met the mathematics standard may receive a fee waiver.  The PSAT test administrator will indicate on the form transmitted to ETS the number of students eligible for a waiver.
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· SAT and ACT: A form to request a fee waiver voucher for SAT or ACT is available at: www.k12.wa.us/assessment/CAAoptions/Equivalency.aspx  
To receive a fee waiver, the voucher form must be included when the student registers to take either the SAT or ACT. To obtain a fee waiver, students must register by mail; an online fee waiver is not available.  Students are only eligible for one free voucher.
· Advanced Placement Examinations: Fee reimbursement is available after the student takes the AP examination.  A form to receive reimbursement from OSPI will be available by January 15, 2008 on the Web site above.
Further Information: Additional information, including detailed guidelines and forms, may be obtained online at: www.k12.wa.us/assessment/CAAoptions/default.aspx 
b. Collection of Evidence  
The Collection of Evidence (COE) option allows a student to compile a set of classroom work samples with the assistance of a teacher(s). This option may be used for meeting the mathematics, reading and/or writing standards. The work samples for the COE must be completed under a teacher’s supervision following state guidelines.  Guidelines stipulate the number of classroom work samples that must be completed and the knowledge and skills students must demonstrate in their work for each subject area. Each student collection is scored at the state level by a panel of trained Washington educators.  The COE is designed to assess knowledge and skills similar to those assessed on the high school WASL. To meet standard, students must demonstrate work that represents a level of difficulty “comparable in rigor” to meeting standard on the WASL.

Eligibility: Students who take the WASL once and do not meet standard in one or more content areas are eligible to work on a COE as long as any attendance and remediation requirements in their Student Learning Plans have been met. Students may be waived from the attendance/remediation requirement for special or unavoidable circumstances. To meet the WASL testing criterion, a student must have sat for and generated a scale score during the administration of the WASL.

COE Registration and Submission: For the 2007 - 2008 school year, collections must be submitted by February 15, 2008, or June 16, 2008.  The district assessment coordinator or a designee must register students online through the Washington Assessment Management System (WAMS) prior to each submission.  For the February 2008 submission, the registration period will be from October 15, 2007 through December 15, 2007.  Registration dates for the June 2008 submission will be posted at a later date.
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COE Training Fall Dates: Training workshops for the COE will be held in five locations around the state: October 15, Arlington; October 16, Tacoma; October 18, Kelso; October 23, Spokane; October 24, Richland. Participants will receive updated guidelines, directions for creating work samples, examples of scored student work, and principal and counselor materials.  Workshop registration will be available through the OSPI Events Manager at: https://eds.ospi.k12.wa.us/EventsManager/Public/Calendar.aspx
District Reimbursement for COE:  Subject to the availability of funding, school districts will be reimbursed $300 for each complete collection that is submitted.  The purpose of this reimbursement is to offset the additional administrative and instructional costs that are required to create, compile, and submit collections.
Further Information: The guidelines and forms for submitting a Collection of Evidence as well as related publications are available at: www.k12.wa.us/assessment/CAAoptions/CollectionofEvidence.aspx 
c. WASL/Grades Comparison
The WASL/Grades Comparison option compares a student’s grades in mathematics courses and/or English-Language Arts courses with the grades of students who took the same courses AND who met standard on the WASL.

Eligibility: Students who take the WASL once and do not meet standard in one or more content areas are eligible to utilize the WASL/Grades Comparison as long as attendance and remediation requirements in their Student Learning Plan have been met.  In addition, students must be in their senior year and have a cumulative GPA (in all subjects) of 3.20 or higher. Students may be waived from the attendance and remediation requirement for special or unavoidable circumstances. To meet the WASL testing criterion, a student must have sat for and generated a scale score during an administration of the high school WASL.  There must be six or more students in the comparison cohort (see below). 

How It Works: To complete the WASL/grades comparison option for eligible students, a school district staff member completes the following steps: 
· For the subject area, the school district staff member identifies the group of students in the same school as the applicant who took the same mathematics or English/Language Arts high school courses in the same school year as the applicant. 
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· This group includes all of the students in the school who took courses in the same school year with the same course title and course number as the applicant, regardless of the grade level of the student. When selecting courses to be used, the following guidelines are to be followed: 

· The credits generated by the courses must total two (2.0) annual high school credits and must include the most recent courses taken; 

· For the mathematics standard, each course must be eligible for a mathematics graduation credit; and 

· For the reading or writing standards, each course must be eligible for an English/Language Arts graduation credit. 
· From the group of students identified, a "comparison cohort" is identified, which includes all students who scored at Level 3 on the WASL. 

· If there are fewer than six students in the comparison cohort, the cohort may be expanded to include students at Level 4. If there are still fewer than six students in the comparison cohort, the applicant is not eligible to use the WASL/grades comparison option.
· The school district representative then calculates the mean grade point average across all students in the comparison cohort for the eligible courses and the applicant's grade point average for the eligible courses. For example, a student’s grade point average for a year of Algebra-I and a year of Geometry is compared with the mean grade point average for all students (at least 6) who took a year’s worth of Algebra-I and a year’s worth of Geometry in the same years as the student and who performed at level 3 on the WASL.
· If the applicant's grade point average is below the mean grade point average for the comparison cohort, the student is not eligible to file the application. If the applicant's grade point average is equal to or higher than the comparison cohort grade point average, an application is submitted to OSPI for approval. 

Identifying the Cohort and Completing the Calculation: Two tools will be available by October 1, 2007 on the OSPI website to assist school district personnel in implementing this option and will be found at: www.k12.wa.us/assessment/CAAoptions/Comparison.aspx
· A Microsoft Excel spreadsheet may be used if the comparison cohort has been identified.  Once the grades of the students in the cohort have been entered, the spreadsheet calculates the required mean grade point-averages.
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· A Microsoft Access program has been developed that identifies the comparison cohort and completes the grade point average calculations.  To use this program, district personnel must compile three files that include student, grade history, and WASL information.  A data dictionary and file formats will be provided on the website identified above by October 1, 2007.  

Further Information: OSPI is developing a separate Help Desk to assist districts with technical questions about this option.  District assessment coordinators will be informed when this service is available.
3)  Appeals and Waivers
Students and parents may file appeals and request the following waivers:
a. Transfer Student Appeals:  Students who transfer into a Washington public school from another state during their junior or senior year are eligible to receive a public school diploma without passing the High School Washington Assessment of Student Learning (WASL) or an approved alternative if they have passed their previous state’s high school exit exam or the high school exam used to meet federal No Child Left Behind testing requirements.

Out-of-state transfer students and students transferring from another country in their junior or senior year also have immediate access to the state’s CAA Options to show their skills. The CAA Option that may be most useful to transfer students is to submit reading, writing and mathematics scores from the SAT and ACT (and mathematics scores from the PSAT until August 2008).

Guidelines that include who can file an appeal, timelines, and the process for filing an appeal are available at: www.k12.wa.us/assessment/appeals.aspx 

b. Special, Unavoidable Circumstance Appeals:  Students in their senior year who have been unable to demonstrate their skills and knowledge on the High School WASL or another approved assessment because of special, unavoidable circumstances may appeal to a High School Certificate Review Board.

Guidelines that include the definition of a “special, unavoidable circumstance,” the process for filing an appeal, and the criteria for granting an appeal are available at: www.k12.wa.us/assessment/appeals.aspx 
c. High School Assessment Score Appeals:  Scores may be appealed on any state-administered high school assessment that is required for graduation.  The score appeal process allows students and parents/guardians to challenge a score on a WASL, WAAS-DAW, WAAS-Portfolio, or Collection of Evidence. 
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A score appeal results in OSPI review of potential scoring errors, including but not limited to errors on open-ended items, incorrect score calculations, and mistakes from erasures or lightly marked bubbles on multiple choice items. Before filing a score appeal, parents/guardians must review their child's WASL test booklet. 
Guidelines that include who can file an appeal, timelines, and the process for filing an appeal are available at: www.k12.wa.us/assessment/appeals.aspx
Additional Information

Further information on graduation requirements is available on the internet at: www.k12.wa.us/GraduationRequirements/default.aspx  Answers to graduation-related questions may be obtained by e-mailing Brian Jeffries at brian.jeffries@k12.wa.us   Answers to questions regarding the CAA options, the appeals, and the waivers may be obtained by contacting caaoptions@k12.wa.us  

ASSESSMENT AND STUDENT INFORMATION

Joe Willhoft, Ph.D.
Assistant Superintendent 
Catherine Taylor, Ph.D.

Director

Assessment Alternatives and Innovations

Attachments:
  Mathematics Standard Postponement Legislative Requirement
  Parent/Student Overview of the CAA Options (August 2007)
