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Beginning in 2007, assessments for Grades 3-8 and 10 within a school will be combined for Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) determinations using a proficiency index. This proficiency index provides the fairest method of evaluating schools. It takes into account differing annual measurable achievement objectives (AMAO) for elementary, middle and high school grades across Washington’s wide variety of school grade configurations. Within AYP calculations, the elementary school AMAO applies to Grades 3 through 5 (the majority of Washington 6th-grade students attend classes in the 6-8 middle school environment), the middle school AMAO applies to Grades 6 through 8, and the high school AMAO applies to 10th  grade. 
An example of the proficiency index for a hypothetical school serving Grades 5 and 6 is illustrated below by both a tabular representation and a step-by-step description:

Example: Reading Proficiency Index for the Low Income Subgroup in a School 
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# Tested, # Proficient, and % Proficient 

· 8 of 20 Low Income students in 5th grade tested proficient, or 40% (40% = 8 / 20). 

· 15 of 30 Low Income students in 6th grade tested proficient, or 50% (50% = 15 / 30). 

Annual Measurable Achievement Objective (AMAO) 

· The 5th-grade reading AMAO is 64.2% for 2007. 

· The 6th- grade reading AMAO is 47.3% for 2007. 

Difference between the % Proficient and the AMAO 

· For 5th-grade students, the difference between the actual percent proficient and the AMAO is -24.20% (= 40.00% - 64.2%). 

· For 6th-grade students, the difference between the actual percent proficient and the AMAO is 2.70% (= 50.00% - 47.3%). 

Proficiency Index Weighting Constant 

· The weighting constant for 5th grade is equal to the number of 5th-grade students divided by the total number of students in the school, or 0.40 (= 20 / 50) 

· The weighting constant for 6th grade is equal to the number of 6th-grade students divided by the total number of students in the school, or 0.60 (= 30 / 50) 

Proficiency Index 

· The 5th-grade proficiency index component is the Difference between the % Proficient and the AMAO multiplied by the Proficiency Index Weighting Constant, or -9.68% 

(= -24.2% * 0.40) 

· The 6th-grade proficiency index component is the Difference between the % Proficient and the AMAO multiplied by the Proficiency Index Weighting Constant, or 1.62% 

(= 2.7% * 0.60) 

· The Proficiency Index for the school is the sum of all individual grade level proficiency index components, in this case, -8.06% (-8.06% = -9.68% + 1.62%) 

· A Proficiency Index of zero or higher indicates that the AMAO has been met by the subgroup in the school. In this example, the Low Income subgroup in this school does not meet the AMAO with a proficiency index of -8.06%. 
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Gray Cells = Variable Designations and Formulas





-8.06% = Proficiency Index for the Subgroup In the School





Hypothetical Example:  Reading Proficiency Index for the Low Income Subgroup in a School








