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MEMORANDUM NO. 040-07M SPECIAL PROGRAMS & FEDERAL ACCOUNTABILITY
TO:
Educational Service District Superintendents


School District Superintendents

School Building Principals


Business Managers


District Data Administrators


District Title I Administrators


District Core Student Record System Coordinators

District Assessment Coordinators


District Bilingual Education Coordinators

District Migrant Education Coordinators
FROM:
Dr. Terry Bergeson, State Superintendent of Public Instruction

RE:
Adequate Yearly Progress Policies and Results
This memorandum explains the changes to the state’s adequate yearly progress (AYP) policies that were approved by the U.S. Department of Education (ED) to be used to calculate the 2007 AYP results. It also provides information about how to view your 2007 AYP results, how to take action in response to these results, and when the results will be made public. Two attachments to this memorandum describe (1) the 2007 changes to the federally required accountability workbook, which describes our AYP policy and process, and (2) the AYP appeals process and, (3) the sanctions that occur when schools or districts fall into “improvement” status. Action may be required in response to some of these changes and the initial AYP results.

Approved Changes in AYP Policies

The Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI) has worked closely with ED to revise the state’s accountability policies. These policies have become quite complex as the regulations and guidance to the federal No Child Left Behind legislation evolve and we seek to establish a fair accountability system. The policies will continue to change as we respond to changes at the federal level. Some of the changes we requested were not approved, and we will continue to pursue policies that will produce valid and fair accountability determinations.

The following policy changes were approved by ED in May. The AYP accountability workbook approved by ED is posted at http://www.k12.wa.us/ESEA/ApplicationsReports.aspx. 

Assessments in Grades 3, 5, 6, and 8   Beginning in 2007, assessments for Grades 3-8 and 10 within a school will be combined for adequate yearly progress determinations using a proficiency index. This proficiency index provides the fairest method of evaluating schools taking into account differing annual measurable achievement objectives (AMAO) for elementary, middle, and high school grades across Washington’s wide variety of school grade configurations. Within AYP calculations, the elementary school AMAO applies to Grades 3 through 5 (the majority of Washington 6th grade students attend classes in the 6-8 middle school environment), the middle school AMAO applies to Grades 6 through 8, and the high school AMAO applies to 10th  grade. An example of the proficiency index for a hypothetical school serving Grades 5 and 6 is illustrated in the AYP Accountability Workbook in Section 4.1.
Reminder: District Improvement   A district is identified as “needing improvement” only when it has not made AYP in the same subject in all tested grade spans in two consecutive years. Districts already in improvement will not move to the next step of sanctions unless all tested grade spans do not make AYP in the same subject in two consecutive years. Thus, a district that does not make AYP in different subjects in different grades (e.g., did not make the reading proficiency goals in the elementary grade span and in the high school grade span or the math goal in the middle school grade span) in two consecutive years would still not make AYP, but it would not move into district improvement with NCLB sanctions.

For additional information about the consequences of not making AYP and the sanctions that occur when a district or school falls into improvement, see Attachment B or contact Gayle Pauley at (360) 725-6100 or by email at gayle.pauley@k12.wa.us. For more detailed information about AYP policies, see the AYP Questions and Answers document at  http://www.k12.wa.us/ESEA/AdequateYearlyProgress.aspx .

Reviewing AYP Results
Preliminary AYP proficiency, participation, and other indicator data and results will be available for viewing on a confidential Web site in EDS at http://eds.ospi.k12.wa.us on July 27. Your District Data Security Manager can provide access to this system. A list of Data Security Managers is available at https://eds.ospi.k12.wa.us/SecurityManagerList.aspx. To get help accessing or using EDS, contact OSPI Customer Support at Customersupport@ospi.k12.wa.us  or by calling (360) 725-6371 or (800) 725-4311.

The rules that determine whether a district or school falls into “improvement” or advances to the next “step” of sanctions are quite complex. Thus, in the second week of August, OSPI will contact a district if it or any of its schools fall into any step of improvement. We will explain what sanctions apply and the reason(s) for being placed 
in improvement and offer help with possible appeals. The deadline for filing an appeal is September 7, but we encourage you to file appeals as soon as possible. See Attachment A for more information about the appeals process.

Apart from the appeal process, you have the opportunity to make record changes if you find errors in the student data. Enrollment data for AYP is derived from CSRS submissions. Pay special attention to the data for students who were not tested or exempted and the dates of enrollment and exit, which determine if a student is continuously enrolled. If student records need to be changed, two Web applications can be used: CSRS and Washington Assessment Management System (WAMS). Both sites are open for edits from July 25 to August 3. A second period for making edits is scheduled for September 6th through September 12th. 

 IMPORTANT:  Edits made from July 25 to August 3 and appeals approved by August 17 will be reflected in the initial list of districts and schools that are in “improvement” status which is targeted for release on or near August 24th.  Edits made during the second record reconciliation window and appeals approved after August 17 will be reflected in the final AYP results posted to the OSPI School Report Card in October.
Results for the other indicators—unexcused absences and graduation rates—are also available for viewing. If you find errors in the unexcused absence data, you can make changes by accessing the EDS system as described in Bulletin 34-07 at http://www.k12.wa.us/BulletinsMemos/bulletins2007.aspx and its attachment. District unexcused absence data will be based on the grade spans of the elementary and middle/junior high schools. Possible Action Required: If you have not already done so, indicate the Grade Span of the schools in the Organization Information section of the School Profile application of EDS. The graduation and dropout rates used for AYP purposes come from data in school year 2005-06, based on your P-210 report. If you find errors in these rates, contact Lisa Ireland at (360) 725-6358 or by email at lisa.ireland@k12.wa.us.
Release of Improvement Lists and AYP Results – Anticipated Timeline

Updated AYP results based on edits and successful appeals made through August 17 will be available for review on the same confidential Web site as of August 22.  August 24 is our tentative date to release the list of schools and districts identified for improvement. This complies with the federal requirement that we notify districts of that status before the school year begins so parents of students in schools that are in improvement can be notified before school begins. Model notification letters are found at http://www.k12.wa.us/ESEA/AdequateYearlyProgress.aspx.  Complete AYP results will be posted on the OSPI Web site in early October. This gives us time to process appeals received by September 7 and changes made in CSRS or WAMS during September record reconciliation.  We plan to release WASL results in early September.
If you have questions regarding AYP, please contact JoLynn Berge at (360) 725-6293 or at jolynn.berge@k12.wa.us . 

SPECIAL PROGRAMS & FEDERAL ACCOUNTABILITY
Bob Harmon
Assistant Superintendent
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Attachment A   AYP Accountability Workbook 2007 Update

Attachment B   AYP Appeals Process 

Attachment C   AYP Sanction
