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MEMORANDUM NO. 037-07M  SCHOOL FACILITIES AND ORGANIZATION
TO:

Educational Service District Superintendents

School District Superintendents



School District Facility Managers 

School Business Managers

FROM:
Dr. Terry Bergeson, State Superintendent of Public Instruction

RE:

High-Performance School Buildings:  Requirements and Resources
This memorandum provides information on the requirements for school districts under Chapter 39.35D RCW  High-Performance Public Buildings and resources to help meet the requirements.   
“The legislature finds that public buildings can be built and renovated using high-performance methods that save money, improve school performance, and make workers more productive. High-performance public buildings are proven to increase student test scores, reduce worker absenteeism, and cut energy and utility costs.”

REQUIREMENTS
Standards

All major construction projects of public school districts that receive state construction assistance are now required to be designed and built to high-performance building standards.   School districts can choose between:

· The Washington Sustainable Schools Protocol, the state’s benchmark for design and construction of high performance schools, or 
· The LEED New Construction or LEED for Schools Silver Standard.
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The LEED, or Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design Rating System, is the nationally accepted benchmark for the design, construction, and operation of high-performance green buildings.
Timing

The law applies to all major facility projects that receive project approval from the Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI) after:
· July 1, 2007, for Class One school districts - (over 2,000 students)

· July 1, 2008, for Class Two school districts - (under 2,000 students)

If the project received state approval (Form D4) before July 1, 2007, the requirements are not mandatory.  However, all school districts are encouraged to incorporate high-performance techniques in their construction projects.  The requirements for high-performance design will be incorporated in OSPI’s “D-Form” process.
Reporting
School districts must also monitor and document appropriate operating benefits and savings resulting from major facility projects and report annually to OSPI for five years after occupancy.  OSPI is developing the reporting format and must report to the legislature every two years.
RESOURCES

The School Facilities and Organization staff are developing resources to help districts meet their high-performance goals.

· Website:  The High Performance School Building Program website contains information and links on high performance buildings. 

· DVD:  An introductory 15-minute DVD called “Washington’s High Performance Schools:  Raising the Bar” is being mailed to every Superintendent in the state.  It is also available for viewing on the website.  It provides an overview of the requirements and features some schools that have already been built using high-performance standards.
· Training:  Training segments will be developed for the technical elements of high-performance building features.  For now, please visit the website under “Resources and Training” for some on-line training offered free by others.
· Staff Contact:  Please contact Patricia Jatczak at 360-725-4973 or Patricia.Jatczak@k12.wa.gov, or TTY (360) 664-3631.
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