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MEMORANDUM  NO. 036-07M SPECIAL EDUCATION 
TO:
Educational Service District Superintendents


School District Superintendents 

Educational Service District Special Education Directors

Special Education Directors 


Educational Service District Early Childhood Coordinators 

FROM:
Dr. Terry Bergeson, State Superintendent of Public Instruction

RE:

Preschool Data Collection Process 



Early Childhood Outcomes Project Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) 
CONTACT:   Connie Ashmun, Special Education Early Childhood Coordinator



(360) 725-6075 or email Connie.Ashmun@k12.wa.us 
This memorandum is a clarification of the communication that was sent to School District Special Education Directors and Educational Service District (ESD) Early Childhood Coordinators on May 30, 2007.  It is hoped that this clarification will answer questions and address concerns that have been raised about the collection of preschool outcome data during the 2007–08 school year.

BACKGROUND 

In 2005, the federal Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP) attached a data collection mandate to funding legislation [20 U.S.C 1416 (a)(3)(A)]. States are required to report the percent of preschool children with IFSPs or IEPs who demonstrate improved:

a) Positive social-emotional skills.
b) Acquisition and use of knowledge and skills.
c) Use of appropriate behaviors to meet their needs.

States were permitted to choose the implementation process and the reporting instrument in accordance with OSEP guidelines. A cadre of stakeholders in Washington reviewed the reporting options and elected to utilize a form developed by The Early Childhood Outcomes Center (ECO Center). The Child Outcomes Study Form (COSF) was chosen by the stakeholders. The COSF meets the OSEP data collection requirements, is aligned with many commonly used preschool curricula for ease of reporting, and is available at no cost.
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During the 2006–07 school year, twenty pilot sites throughout the state participated in data collection to report entry and exit information to the Office of Superintendent of Public 
Instruction (OSPI). School district preschool program personnel from the pilot sites were 
trained to use the COSF in order to collect data on preschool children entering the programs between 9/1/06 and 12/30/06.  The entry data was reported to OSPI on December 30, 2006, in order to allow OSPI to report the data on the Annual Performance Review (APR) timeline of February 2007.  

Pilot site exit data for the children on whom entry data were collected (and who have been in the preschool program for six months or more) will be reported to OSPI on June 30, 2007.  These exit data will be reported on the February 2008 APR.

It has become apparent while reviewing the initial pilot data, that there are insufficient data to allow for authentic performance targets to be established in accordance with OSEP requirements.  First, because the number of children in the pilot was small (177), the data were not representative of preschool children throughout the state. Second, there is no evidence that pilot sites were chosen to reflect the total population of Washington. 

NEXT STEPS
In order to meet its data reporting obligation and allow for the establishment of valid performance targets, OSPI will require entry and exit data be collected this school year on preschool children entering preschool special education programs for the first time.  OSPI has sponsored, and will continue to sponsor, trainings throughout the state to assist school district preschool personnel in the use of the COSF and the process of collecting data.  One such training occurred at the Infant and Early Childhood Conference this past May.  Special Education Directors will have an opportunity to participate in a training at the OSPI/WASA Administrators Workshop this coming August. Trainings in the use of the COSF are being scheduled by ESDs this summer, and additional trainings will be in place this fall.  A schedule of the regional trainings provided by OSPI staff is now available, and will be posted on the OSPI Special Education web site.  Follow-up technical assistance will be provided by interactive video conferencing (K20 system) as well as by telephone and email.  Early childhood coordinators in each ESD have been trained in the data collection process and will assist in training and technical assistance upon request.  

A Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) is included with this memorandum to provide additional information about the data collection process.  The FAQ provides information on the OSEP mandate for data collection and associated timelines for this coming year, as well as other pertinent information.  Instructions for data collection will be included in the Federal Special Education Data Reporting Requirements bulletin which will be sent to districts this fall.  

I apologize for any misunderstandings created by the previous communication and hope this memorandum clarifies the intent and purpose of the data collection process. Should you have any questions or need assistance, contact Connie Ashmun, the OSPI Early Childhood
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Program Supervisor, at (360) 725-6075 (TTY: [360] 664-3631); or at Connie.Ashmun@k12.wa.us .
This memorandum is also available on the OSPI Web site at the following URL: http://www.k12.wa.us/BulletinsMemos/memoranda2007.aspx .
SPECIAL PROGRAMS & FEDERAL ACCOUNTABILITY
Bob Harmon, Assistant Superintendent

Special Programs & Federal Accountability 
Douglas H. Gill, Director

Special Education

TB:DG:jd

Early Childhood Outcomes Project 

fREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS (FAQ)

July, 2007

This FAQ is intended to provide information and respond to questions from the field.  Continued updates will be provided throughout the coming year.  

STATE DATA COLLECTION REQUIREMENTS

1. Why is OSPI collecting outcomes data?

In September of 2005, the federal Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP) mandated that all states develop a process for reporting reliable performance outcomes data for all children birth–five who have received early intervention or special education services.  All states must also choose and report on performance target levels by February, 2010.  This report is built on data collected during the 2007–08 and 2008–09 school years.

2. What is OSPI’s reporting timeline to OSEP for 2008?

OSPI will provide exit data from the pilot sites in its Annual Performance Report (APR) to OSEP in February, 2008.  This will fulfill OSPI’s obligation to report entry and exit data from the pilot sites.

3. What are the future reporting timelines for OSPI?

On December 30, 2007, school districts will report entry data to OSPI for all preschool children entering special education programs for the first time between July 1, 2007, and December 30, 2007. 

On June 30, 2008, exit data on children for whom entry data have been collected, who have been in a program for six months, and are exiting the program will be reported to OSPI. Entry data will be reported to OSPI on all children with initial IEPs between January 1, 2008, and June 30, 2008. 
OSPI will report exit outcome data to OSEP on the ARP in February 2009 and 2010.  OSPI will have an opportunity to adjust the performance target level in 2009 and again for the final time in 2010, based on the data reported on the APR.  If OSPI does not set an appropriate performance target level based on sufficient data, OSEP will set the target for the state.  

4. What are improvement targets?

After reviewing the data, each state sets a performance target to maximize the outcomes for young children with disabilities in three focus areas. These areas are:  

a) Positive social-emotional skills (including social relationships).
b) Acquiring and using knowledge and skills.
c) Taking appropriate action to meet needs. 
States are expected to set performance targets that are based on the reported data. 

LEA DATA COLLECTION PROCEDURES

1. On which children will data be collected?  
Entry data:  
Entry data will be collected on all children with IEPs who are entering preschool programs for the first time during the 2007–08 school year.  Note:  Preschool children with IEPs who are returning in the fall of 2007 having had special education preschool services previously provided will not require entry data.

Exit data:

     Exit data from the pilot sites will be reported on those students for whom entry data was collected during the 2006–07 school year; as long as the student received special education services for a minimum of 6 months; and the student is exiting the preschool program. On June 30, 2008, exit data on children for whom entry data have been collected, who have been in a program for at least six months, and are exiting the program will be reported to OSPI.

2. What data instrument will be used to collect the data?


The Child Outcome Summary Form (COSF) developed by the Early Childhood Outcome Center (ECO) was adopted by Washington State.  Training in the use of this instrument will be provided to all preschool personnel throughout the summer and fall of 2007.  Please see the section on the COSF below.

3. How should districts gather information about children?
 
There are a number of options and sources of information including:

a) observation and reports by family members, care providers, school and other service providers.
b) developmental screenings (e.g., Ages and Stages).
c) curriculum-based assessments (e.g., AEPS).
d) norm-referenced assessments (e.g., BDI-2).
e) progress monitoring.
f) relevant information identified during assessment, planning, or IEP meetings; and/or notes about performance in different situations.

4. Does this mean districts must purchase a specific curriculum or assessment tool?

No, all of the materials necessary for reporting entry and exit data are available at no charge on the OSPI Special Education website (www.k12.wa.us/SpecialEd ) or on The-ECO-Center website (www.fpg.unc.edu/~eco/index.cfm). Districts will want to carefully review the tools they are using for progress reporting and for guiding instruction in their early childhood programs. Numerous commercially available curricula have links through the ECO Center that facilitate curriculum-based measurement transfer to COSF ratings. These links provide individual and program tracking using developmentally appropriate curricula.

5. How long should a child be in special education preschool services before s/he is rated the first time (at entry)?
The Child Outcome Summary Form (COSF) should be used between 3 (minimum) to 6 weeks (maximum) after the development of the IEP and the student’s participation in the preschool program.  This timeframe will allow the preschool staff an opportunity to get acquainted with the child and to provide special education services.  
6. What constitutes exit from the preschool program? 

When a student leaves a 619-funded preschool program, for any reason, this is considered exiting the program.  However, for data reporting purposes, exit data is collected only on the students who have entry data and have attended the preschool program for 6 months or more.  Examples of leaving are as follows:  entering kindergarten, moving out of state, moving to a new district.

7. How are data collected and reported on students whose families have moved to another district?


The entry data from the first district can be used by the second district, if the student is reenrolled within a reasonable amount of time (six weeks or less).  

8. How are data collected and reported on children whose families are highly mobile and the students do not stay in program for 6 months after entry data is collected?  


There may be cases where student outcome data may never be reported because the student is not in the program for 6 months or more.  Entry data should be taken each time they begin a program and exit data reported only if they have been in a program for at least 6 months before they leave a preschool program.

9. If a child has entry data, has been in program for at least six months, and does not return to school for 20 calendar days, should the child be considered as having exited the program?


Yes. The child is considered as having exited the program for state apportionment purposes after 20 school days, and should therefore be considered as having exited the program for data collection purposes as well. [WAC 392-121-108 (i)]. Note:  Some children may not be in program long enough for the staff to gather entry/exit data.  

10. What is the requirement for parent participation in making the rating decision?
The rating process should be a team responsibility involving family members, others familiar with the child in various settings and situations, and school personnel.  It is not a requirement that parents be involved in making the rating decision.  However, at a minimum, acquiring parent information and input is advisable.

Parents should be asked if they wish to participate in the rating or would they prefer to provide information so the team can consider it during the rating process.  Parents should be informed that the rating will be part of the child’s file which they can review at any time.  

Sites may decide to create guidelines for parent involvement in the rating decision.  For example, some children will remain far from typical development or regress due to their disability, disease, or condition.  If the child’s case manager or teacher feels the rating process would be upsetting for the parent, s/he can explain that the rating is required for every child receiving special education services in preschool programs and must be reported to OSPI.  It should be made clear to parents that no personally identifiable information is reported - only total numbers for each category.
CHILD OUTCOME SUMMARY FORM (COSF)

1. How do we know a child’s true potential (i.e., what s/he could be expected to achieve)?
Each outcome rating compares a child to a typically developing child – not to the child’s individual potential.  The child’s initial rating on his/her functioning in relation to typically developing children of the same age will be used to look at progress achieved during participation in the preschool program.
2. For children born prematurely, do we compare her/him to a typical child of the same chronological age, or of the same corrected age?
Children born prematurely are compared to a typical child of the same chronological age. Part C providers in Washington are following the same guidance and will not be adjusting for gestational age.

3. Are data collected on students who qualify in only one area such as communication disorder (speech) or orthopedically impaired (motor)?

      For students who qualify in only one area, these children are subject to the same entry/exit reporting expectations as all other students receiving special education service.

4. Can the COSF be modified?
No, the initial cadre of users and ECO Center staff made what they felt were necessary modifications for use by all early childhood staff in Washington. In order to gather meaningful data that will allow for comparison, the COSF must be used as is.

5. The COSF and process seem subjective, is the data valid, reliable, and meaningful?
     The COSF process provides a scaffold for discussion by the IEP team of the functional outcomes for all children receiving special education services. The ECO Center is collecting information from across the country to examine validity and reliability issues and those data will be available in the near future.


6. What documentation needs to be maintained – when and where?
A child’s completed Child Outcome Summary Form (COSF) will remain in his/her special education file.  A copy of the form must be submitted to the individual designated by the district for data entry. 

The COSF to OSEP reporting template is available to districts on the OSPI Special Education/ data website (www.k12.wa.us/SpecialEd/data.aspx). The template automatically computes the required reporting information once entry and exit data are entered.  The template will accept CSRS child identification numbers and facilitate tracking should children change districts.  Additional information will be provided by the Special Education Data Manager via monthly bulletins and CSRS trainings.

7. Will training and technical assistance be provided to preschool personnel on the use of the COSF and data collection process?
The OSPI Early Childhood Program Supervisor will work with the ESD Early Childhood Coordinators to identify the need for trainings.  Several regional trainings have been scheduled or will be scheduled throughout the summer and fall of 2007, either by OSPI or the ESDs.  Technical assistance will be available via K20, e-mail and telephone from the Early Childhood Program Supervisor at OSPI, Connie Ashmun.  In addition, districts may request technical assistance from the ESD Early Childhood Coordinators located in the nine ESDs.  For training requests or technical assistance, please contact Connie Ashmun at (360) 725-6075 or at Connie.Ashumn@k12.wa.us.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

ECO Center website www.the-eco-center.org
www.k12.wa.us/SpecialEd/EC.aspx
www.k12.wa.us/SpecialEd/forms.aspx
www.k12.wa.us/SpecialEd/present/ECE_Outcomes.pdf
www.12.wa.us/SpecialEd/pubdocs/EC/WA_Decision_Tree_5-25-07.pdf
Puget Sound ESD website at: www.psesd.org/specialservices/ECOutcomes
Special thanks to the ECO Center, State of Hawaii and Puget Sound ESD for use of their materials.

