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MEMORANDUM NO. 035-07M MIGRANT/BILINGUAL EDUCATION

TO:

Educational Service District Superintendents



School District Superintendents



Transitional Bilingual Instruction Program Directors/Coordinators

FROM:
Dr. Terry Bergeson, State Superintendent of Public Instruction

RE:

Senate Bill 5841

CONTACT:
Dr. Alfonso Anaya, Director, Migrant/Bilingual Education, (360) 725-6146 or email alfonso.anaya@k12.wa.us.  TTY: (360) 664-3631. 
This memorandum contains information regarding Senate Bill 5841, on funding for English as a Second Language projects.
Recently, Senate Bill 5841 authorized funding be made available to school districts for the development of English as a Second Language (ESL) projects during the 2007–2008 and 2008–2009 fiscal year. The purpose for this funding is to establish ESL demonstration projects and develop recommendations for: 1) identifying competencies for developing academic English skills in English Language Learner (ELL)  students that all teachers should acquire in initial teacher preparation programs; 2) identifying components of a professional development program that builds classroom teacher competence for academic English skills in ELL students; 3) identifying job-embedded practices that connect the English as a Second Language teacher and classroom teachers to coordinating classroom-level support for promoting improved ELL student learning.

Each district/school selected to participate in the English as a Second Language demonstration project will use one of the following two approaches for the development of recommendations as called for under Senate Bill 5841:

1) An on-going field study in a number of schools and school districts in which Spanish is the predominate language.

2) A project using professional development and planning time resources in schools with multiple language groups.

The Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI), through the Migrant/Bilingual Education Office plans to release the application process through iGrants on August 15, 2007, with a due date of September 15, 2007. 
Please direct any questions you have about this funding opportunity to Dr. Alfonso Anaya at (360) 725-6146 or email alfonso.anaya@k12.wa.us. The agency TTY number is (360) 664-3631.
SPECIAL PROGRAMS & FEDERAL ACCOUNTABILITY
Bob Harmon
Assistant Superintendent

Dr. Alfonso Anaya, Director

Migrant/Bilingual Education
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