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MEMORANDUM NO. 034-07M  Learning and Teaching Support
TO:

Educational Service District Superintendents



Educational Service District School Nurse Corps Administrators

School Nurse Supervisors
FROM:
Dr. Terry Bergeson, State Superintendent of Public Instruction
RE:
Scoliosis, Auditory, and Visual Screening Requirements
CONTACT:
Gayle Thronson, R.N. M.Ed., 360-725-6040, TTY 360-664-3631, gayle.thronson@k12.wa.us

Scoliosis Screening

School districts are required by chapter 246-762 WAC to screen for scoliosis (including idiopathic scoliosis and kyphosis) yearly in Grades 5, 7, and 9. Refer to Attachment A for a copy of chapter 246-762 WAC and Attachment B for RCW 28A.210.180 through 28A.210.250.

The Scoliosis and Kyphosis Screening Report (Form 1) is designed to capture information requested by the State Board of Health (SBOH). Please make a copy for each building in your district with Grades 5, 7, and 9 for completion by building staff. 

Your reports are due to the Health Services Program at the Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI) by October 1, 2007. This will allow treatment and follow-up information to be obtained on those students screened and referred late in the 2006–07 school year. This follow-up information may not be available until fall 2007 when students return to school. It is important that the information sent to OSPI is accurate and complete and that the school district staff has a system in place for securing information on referrals and those in treatment.

Form 2 is a sample parent notification and exemption form that is based on a letter developed by the Mercer Island School District. The form notifies parents of the screening, possible exemptions, and appropriate attire for students. Please feel free to adapt and copy the form for mailing to parents.

After your 2006–07 screening and follow-up, please complete one Scoliosis and Kyphosis Screening Report (Form 1) for each school and forward the report to the Health Services Program at OSPI, P.O. Box 47200, Olympia, WA 98504-7200, Fax 360-664-3028. The report may be submitted as soon as completed if referral follow-up information is available before October 1, 2007. To be included the state summary, all 2006–07 reports must be received by this office no later than October 1, 2007.

Auditory and Visual Screening

School districts are required by chapter 246-760 WAC to annually screen for auditory and visual impairments in Kindergarten and Grades 1, 2, 3, 5, and 7; and for any child showing symptoms of possible loss in auditory or visual acuity referred to the district by parents, guardians, or school staff. If resources permit, schools may annually screen children at other grade levels. Refer to Attachment C for chapter 246-760 WAC and Attachment D for RCW 28A.210.020 through 28A.210.040.

Vision Exams for School Age Children (SHB 1951)

In April 2005, the 59th Legislature enacted Substitute House Bill 1951, an act relating to vision exams for school-aged children. The legislation directed the Department of Health (DOH) to convene a work group to “reevaluate visual screening of children in public schools and make any recommendations regarding changes to the rules.” The legislation further directed DOH to consult with OSPI, State Board of Health, Optometric Physicians of Washington, and Washington Academy of Eye Physicians and Surgeons to develop recommendations. The final recommendations and report of the work group were due to the Legislature and the SBOH by December 2006. The Health Services section of the OSPI Web site (http://www.k12.wa.us/HealthServices/) will link to the final report when it is posted by DOH.

If you have any questions regarding this information, you may contact Gayle Thronson at 360-725-6040 or by e-mail at gayle.thronson@k12.wa.us. The agency TTY number is

360-664-3631.
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Attachments

Attachment A – Chapter 246-762 WAC Scoliosis Screening – School Districts

Attachment B – RCW 28A.210.180–250 Screening Program for Scoliosis

Attachment C – Chapter 246-760 WAC Auditory and Visual Standards – School Districts

Attachment D – RCW 28A.210.020–040 Visual and Auditory Screening of Pupils

Form 1 – Scoliosis and Kyphosis Screening Report for School Year 2006–07

Form 2 – Sample Parent Notification and Exemption Form
