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MEMORANDUM NO. 031-07M Curriculum and Instruction 
TO:

Educational Service District Superintendents



School District Superintendents



Building Principals



Curriculum, Instruction, and Assessment Administrators

FROM:
Dr. Terry Bergeson, State Superintendent of Public Instruction

RE: 

 Full Day Kindergarten 
CONTACT:
Jessica Vavrus, Operations and Programs Administrator, Curriculum and 

Instruction, Jessica.vavrus@k12.wa.us, (360) 725-6417
INTRODUCTION

The purpose of this notice is to announce the availability of funding for full day kindergarten; to provide information regarding the program elements required by the authorizing legislation; and to provide information regarding the process for accessing the funds for program implementation.

In May 2007 Governor Christine Gregoire signed into law Engrossed Second Substitute Senate Bill 5841 – Student Learning Opportunities and Achievement, authorizing the Full Day Kindergarten Program in Washington State. 

Beginning with the 2007-08 school year, funding is provided to phase in a voluntary full day kindergarten program, beginning with the state's highest poverty schools.  Highest poverty schools are defined as those schools with the highest percentages of students qualifying for free and reduced-price lunch support in the prior school year. 

Funding is provided to support a full day program for approximately ten percent of the state's kindergarten enrollment during the 2007-08 school year, and 20 percent during the 2008-09 school year.  The Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction will fund as many schools as possible within the budgeted amount, and prioritize schools based on poverty level. 

ELIGIBILITY

The list of eligible schools will be available June 7, 2007, on the OSPI Early Learning web site (http://www.k12.wa.us/EarlyLearning/default.aspx).  
High-poverty districts are eligible to apply for the first phase of funding for full day kindergarten.  Funding for eligible applicants will begin in the fall of 2007.  The authorizing legislation requires that school eligibility will be determined by the Free and Reduced Lunch Count (FRLC) from the prior year.  OSPI will utilize a ranking of school Free/Reduced Price Lunch eligibility percentages that is a combination of both the Child Nutrition Services October 2006 data and the October 2006 Core Student Record System (CSRS) data.  The ranking will be based on the higher of the two rates.  

Frequently asked questions regarding Full Day Kindergarten are available at http://www.k12.wa.us/EarlyLearning/default.aspx.

REQUIRED FULL DAY KINDERGARTEN PROGAM ELEMENTS

Schools receiving all-day kindergarten funding shall agree to provide the following program elements:
1. Provide at least a one thousand-hour instructional program;

2. Provide a curriculum that offers a rich, varied set of experiences that 
assist students in:

(a.) Developing initial skills in the academic areas of reading, mathematics, and writing;

(b.) Developing a variety of communication skills;

(c.) Providing experiences in science, social studies, arts, health and physical education, and a world language other than English;

(d.) Acquiring large and small motor skills;

(e.) Acquiring social and emotional skills including successful participation in learning activities as an individual and as part of a group; and

(f.) Learning through hands-on experiences;

3. Demonstrate strong connections and communication with early learning community providers;

4. Participate in kindergarten program readiness activities with early learning providers and parents;

5. Respond to semi-annual requests for school-level data and implementation information from the Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction.  This information will be collected on the required program elements as defined in Engrossed Second Substitute Senate Bill 5841;

6. Establish learning environments that are developmentally appropriate and promote creativity; and

7. Provide adequate space and qualified staff in compliance with state and federal laws.  

APPLICATION AND FUNDING TIMELINE

Applications for funding will be available electronically, via iGrants, in the State/Federal Form Packages at https://eds.ospi.k12.wa.us/iGrants/Default.aspx on or before June 15, 2007. 
· June 5, 2007: Application available for review on OSPI website via downloadable Word document (official application must be in iGrants – see below)

· June 7, 2007: List of eligible schools available

· Mid June, 2007: Application available for completion in iGrants

· July 2, 2007: Application due in iGrants

· July 16, 2007: Applications approved and schools/districts notified

· September 1, 2007: Funding begins

If you have any questions regarding this bulletin or need further information, please contact Jessica Vavrus at (360) 725-6417 or TTY 360-664-3631.

CURRICULUM AND INSTRUCTION

Mickey Venn Lahmann






Assistant Superintendent
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