[image: image1.png]SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION

DR. TERRY BERGESON OLD CAPITOL BUILDING ¢ PO BOX 47200 « OLYMPIA WA 98504-7200 ¢ http://www.k12.wa.us




April 17, 2007
(  )
Action Required


(X)
Informational

MEMORANDUM NO. 023-07M  EXECUTIVE SERVICES
TO:
School Board Presidents

ESD Superintendents


School District Superintendents

FROM:
Dr. Terry Bergeson, State Superintendent of Public Instruction

RE:
Clarification WAC 180-51-061
Contacts:
Mickey Lahmann, Assistant Superintendent, Curriculum and Instruction


Telephone:  360.725.6343/E-mail:  mickey.lahmann@k12.wa.us

Janell Newman, Assistant Superintendent, District and School Improvement


Telephone:  360.725.6313/E-mail:  janell.newman@k12.wa.us

Edie Harding, Executive Director, State Board of Education


Telephone:  360.725.6024/E-mail:  edie.harding@k12.wa.us

Agency TTY Line:  360.664.3631

I know how busy you are getting ready to graduate your seniors and preparing for the next high school year.  Thank you for your ongoing commitment and hard work, especially during legislative session and the uncertainty created by the debate on graduation requirements.  I am writing this letter to let you know we remain committed to supporting your work to help all students achieve high standards.  This important work has dramatically improved the quality of education over the last decade.

We have had many questions about the important action the State Board of Education (SBE) took at its March meeting to clarify the rules on the minimum high school graduation credits students in the classes of 2008 and beyond must earn.  In 2001, the SBE adopted the rule (WAC 180-51-061) defining the minimum requirements for high school graduation.  The rule requires the essential content of the state required credits 
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to be the total scope of the Essential Academic Learning Requirements (EALRs) through “benchmark three plus content that is district determined beyond benchmark three.”
The intent of this communication is to clarify and make sure that students’ required credits in high school are earned by completing classes that are, at a minimum, aligned with 9th and 10th grade level expectations.  (Here is the link to the state’s academic standards and grade level expectations:  http://www.k12.wa.us/CurriculumInstruct/EALR_GLE.aspx.)
This year, as the State Board reviewed the mathematics WASL results for 10th graders and as they discussed achievement levels in mathematics, in particular, with many school district personnel, Board members felt it was important to clarify this rule and to work with OSPI and all the education associations to ensure continued communication and support for alignment with this requirement.

If you have questions about this requirement, please contact Mickey Lahmann, Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum and Instruction; Janelle Newman, Assistant Superintendent for District and School Improvement, or Edie Harding, Executive Director of the State Board of Education at the contact information listed above.

EXECUTIVE SERVICES

Catherine Davidson, Ed.D.
Chief of Staff
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