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MEMORANDUM NO. 005-07M  SPECIAL PROGRAMS AND FEDERAL  

                                                    ACCOUNTABILITY
TO:
Private School Administrators


School District Superintendents


Educational Service District Superintendents
FROM:
Dr. Terry Bergeson, State Superintendent of Public Instruction 
RE:
Private School Participation in Federal Programs Form for 2007–08 School Year

Programs and services of No Child Left Behind (NCLB) legislation are made available to private schools through a local public school district.  Only nonprofit, state-approved private elementary and secondary schools are eligible to participate in federal education programs (see Attachment A for a complete description of programs).  Choosing to participate in available programs allows eligible private school students, teachers, and educational personnel to access services, not funding, from the local school district.
In order for private schools to access these programs, private schools must:
1. Be annually approved by the State Board of Education.  It is very important to submit the Private School for Annual Approval form by the requested due date in order to access programs.
2. Complete Private Education October Count Enrollment Report Form, P-105B.
3. Complete and submit the Private School Participation in Federal Programs form by the above due date.
The Private School Participation in Federal Programs form must be submitted electronically to the Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI).  The completed form provides OSPI and federal authorities with verification that private schools have been notified about the programs and assists in public and private 
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school planning.  The NCLB legislation has very specific language regarding “timely and meaningful consultation” between the private schools that choose to participate in the design and development of programs and services and local school districts.  The goal of the consultation process is to work in partnership with your school district to design and implement a program that will provide equitable services and meet the needs of eligible private school students and/or teachers and other education personnel.  

The directions for electronic reporting are enclosed as Attachment B.  This electronic reporting process should take no longer than five to ten minutes to complete after you decide which federal programs you are eligible for and would like to participate in.  If you do not have access to the Internet at your school, please find access at either your local library or from a personal home computer or contact your local school district for assistance.  
Please note that the school status and student enrollment information is required for participation in federal programs.  It will also be used to establish the eligibility of an approved private school to be listed in the Federal Registry for the National Student Defense and Perkins Loans.  Teachers who are employed in eligible schools may apply annually for a reduction in repayment on these loans.

Private schools participating in any portion of this act are subject to the following provision:

Title IX Section 9528 – Armed Forces Recruiter Access to Students and Student Recruiting Information. 

Access to Student Recruiting Information–Each LEA receiving assistance under this Act shall provide, on request made by military recruiters or an institution of higher education, the same access to private secondary school students’ names, addresses, and telephone listings, as provided for public school students.
Consent–A secondary school student or the parent of the student may request that the student’s name, address, and telephone listing not be released without prior written parental consent.  The LEA or private school shall notify parents of the option to make a request and shall comply with any request.
For information on Special Education services, contact the Special Education office at (360) 725-6075.
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If you have trouble accessing or completing the report online, contact OSPI customer support at CustomerSupport@k12.wa.us or call 1-800-725-4311.  
If you need assistance determining what information to enter on the Private School Participation in Federal Programs form or what the items mean, please e-mail Christine Finkle at christine.finkle@k12.wa.us, or Kara Larson at kara.larson@k12.wa.us, or contact the Consolidated Federal Programs Office at 360-725-6225 or TTY (360) 664-3631.  Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter.  
Please submit your Private School Participation in Federal Programs form via the OSPI EDS website (See Attachment B) by February 6, 2007.
Catherine Davidson, Ed.D.

Chief of Staff

Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction
SPECIAL PROGRAMS AND FEDERAL ACCOUNTABILITY 
Bob Harmon 

Assistant Superintendent
Gayle Pauley

Director, Title I/LAP & Title V 
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