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Certificate of Academic Achievement (CAA) Options

January 2007 
All Washington public school students must meet four graduation requirements. One of those requirements is earning a Certificate of Academic Achievement (CAA). Most students will earn a CAA by passing the High School WASL. Now, students who have strong skills, but for some reason can’t show those skills on the WASL, have three other ways to show what they know. These other ways are called CAA Options. For more information about the CAA Options, visit www.k12.wa.us/assessment/CAAoptions/default.aspx.

General information

What are the CAA Options?

· PSAT/SAT/ACT Mathematics Comparison
· Collection of Evidence 

· WASL/Grades Comparison

Are the CAA Options easier than the WASL?

No. The CAA Options are designed and required to be as challenging as the WASL.
Who is eligible to use the CAA Options?

Students can use the CAA Options after taking the High School WASL two times. To use the Collection of Evidence and WASL/Grades Comparison options, students also must meet any requirements spelled out in their Student Learning Plan. Student Learning Plans are created for students who do not pass the WASL.
Should all students who haven’t passed the WASL use the CAA Options?

No. The CAA Options are for students with strong skills who don’t test well or have other reasons for not doing well on the WASL. 

Do eligible students have to use the CAA Options?

No. Students may choose to keep taking the WASL. Students have five opportunities from spring of 10th grade
to spring of their senior year to take the WASL and earn
a CAA.  

Can students keep taking the WASL if they’re working on one of the CAA Options?

Yes.
Can a student use the High School WASL to pass, for example, math and writing and use one of the CAA Options for reading?

Yes. 



Is there someone at each school families can talk to about the CAA Options?

Yes. Families and students may contact their child’s school CAA Options Building Facilitator.
PSAT/SAT/ACT
Mathematics Comparison
What is it?

Students use their math score on the PSAT-Math, SAT-Math or ACT-Math to show they have key math skills. These tests are already commonly used to show a student’s college readiness.
How does a student meet the requirement?

Students must meet or exceed one of the following math scores: 

PSAT: 47
SAT: 470 
ACT: 19

If a student took the PSAT, SAT or ACT before taking the WASL twice, can a student submit those math scores?

Yes. 

How does a student access this option?

Students who have already taken one of these tests and met or exceeded one of the required scores need to complete an application form, have it signed by a school official, and send the application and the score report to OSPI. To apply: www.k12.wa.us/assessment/CAAoptions/Equivalency.aspx.
To register for the SAT: www.collegeboard.com
To register for the ACT: www.actstudent.org
Is this option currently available?

Yes.

Where can I get more information?

www.k12.wa.us/assessment/CAAoptions/Equivalency.aspx or talk with your child’s CAA Options Building Facilitator.

Collection of Evidence
What is it?

Students compile a set of classroom work samples with the help of a teacher. This option may be used for meeting the math, reading and/or writing standard. 
How does it work?

Students create subject-specific work samples under a teacher’s supervision following state guidelines. The guidelines spell out the number of classroom work samples that must be completed and the skills students must show with those work samples. 
How does a student meet the requirement?

Each student collection is scored at the state level by a panel of educators selected and trained by the state. Collections must show the student has the skills that are tested on the WASL.
Is there an option for students in Career and Technical Education (CTE) programs? 

Yes. CTE students may use class work from their CTE classes to build their collections as well as work samples they complete in other classes. 

How does a student access this option? 

Only districts may register students for this option. Registration forms are due Feb. 28, 2007. Collections must be submitted by June 15, 2007.

The next time students may submit a collection is mid-February 2008.

How do students learn if they passed or failed the option?

The school district will be notified approximately 60 days after the collections are submitted.

Is this option currently available?

Yes.

Where can I get more information?

www.k12.wa.us/assessment/CAAoptions/
CollectionofEvidence.aspx or talk with your child’s
CAA Options Building Facilitator.
WASL/Grades Comparison

What is it?

A student's grades in either math or English courses
are compared to the grades of other students who took
the same courses AND passed the WASL. This option
may be used for meeting the math, reading and/or writing standard.

How does it work?

The school district identifies a group of students who took, for example, the same math courses as the “applicant” student and also passed the math WASL. The group’s
grade-point average earned in these courses is then calculated and compared to the “applicant” student’s grade-point average in these courses.
How does a student meet the WASL/Grades Comparison requirement?

If the applicant student’s grade-point average in the courses meets or exceeds the overall grade-point average earned by the group of students who took the same courses and passed the WASL, the student passes the requirement. 
Note: A student may not use this option if there are fewer than six students in the comparison cohort.

Is this option currently available?

No. Eligibility criteria and guidelines are being developed. Draft guidelines currently require students to complete
their junior year before applications are submitted for approval.  

Where can I get more information?

www.k12.wa.us/assessment/CAAoptions/Comparison.
aspx or talk with your child’s CAA Options Building Facilitator.
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