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December 26, 2006

Letter for families of students who have not earned a CAA

(A version of this letter was available when August retake scores were released in November.)
Dear Parent/Guardian [or Actual Name],
As you are likely aware, your student did not meet one of more of the reading, writing or math standards on the August 2006 High School Washington Assessment of Student Learning (WASL).
We want to make sure your student gets the help needed to graduate with the skills he or she will need after high school. [Insert any information about what your school is doing to help students]
Please discuss with your student the help and choices that are available.
· Attend school and keep working on skills. Talk to your student’s counselor or advisor about classes and other ways your student can get help. 
· Retake the WASL. The WASL will be given three more times before your student graduates. The next chance is spring 2007. Students need to register for the spring WASL between Jan. 9 and Feb. 9, 2007. Online registration: www.k12.wa.us/waslregistration. Toll-free phone registration: 1.866.400.WASL (9275). The student ID number from the WASL score report is needed to register. [IF YOUR SCHOOL/DISTRICT IS MASS REGISTERING JUNIORS FOR THE RETAKE, PLEASE INDICATE HERE.] 
· Consider one of the options available to meet the graduation requirement. Students who have strong skills but, for some reason, can’t show those skills on the WASL now have three other ways to show what they know. Students must take the WASL twice and, for two of the options, meet any requirements spelled out in their Student Learning Plan. The options are designed to be as challenging as the WASL. Learn more about the Certificate of Academic Achievement Options at http://www.k12.wa.us/assessment/CAAOptions/ or talk with [insert name of person].
· Take the PSAT, SAT or ACT – Math ONLY: Students may use their math score on college readiness tests to show they have key math skills. The minimum scores are:  PSAT – 47; SAT – 470; and ACT – 19.  A form to document your score may be downloaded at www.k12.wa.us/assessment/CAAoptions/Equivalency.aspx.  
· Compile a “Collection of Evidence”: Students pull together a set of classroom work samples with the help of a teacher. Collections for students in Career and Technical Education programs can include work from their program and other classes. School districts must register all students interested in this option by Feb. 28, 2007. Collections must be submitted by June 15, 2007.
· WASL/Grades Comparison: A student’s grades in math or English courses are compared with the grades of students at the same school who took the same courses AND passed the WASL. This option is expected to be available to students after they complete their junior year.
· Get more information. For more information about the WASL and the new statewide graduation requirements, visit www.k12.wa.us/graduationrequirements/default.aspx or our school or district Web site at [insert link], or call [insert name of person and phone number.] 
We are here to support you. We want your student to be successful in school and after graduation. Please let us know how we can better help you and your family.
Sincerely, 

[insert principal’s name]
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