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DATE:  January 8, 2007
(  ) Action Required

(X) Informational
 
MEMORANDUM NO. 003-07M ASSESSMENT AND RESEARCH 

TO:

School District Superintendents



School District Curriculum Directors



School District Assessment Coordinators



High School Principals



High School Counselors 



ESD Superintendents/Assistant Superintendents

FROM:
Dr. Terry Bergeson, State Superintendent of Public Instruction

SUBJECT:
Status of the Certificate of Academic Achievement (CAA) Options 
Eligible students may now choose to meet the Washington Assessment of Student Learning (WASL) graduation requirement through one of the Certificate of Academic Achievement (CAA) options made available by the 2006 Legislature. 
The purpose of this memo is to: 

· Provide a status report on each of the CAA options. 
· Assist school and district staff in advising parents and students about these options.

· Help assure consistent opportunities are provided to students across the state.

Many of you have read about the proposal Governor Gregoire and I will take to the state Legislature. The proposal calls for allowing students in the classes of 2008, 2009 and 2010 to graduate without meeting the mathematics standard – either via the WASL or the CAA options – as long as they take and pass additional mathematics classes. This change will require legislative action that may – or may not – be adopted. It is likely we will not know the outcome until later this spring when the legislative session ends. Therefore, students cannot count on this option being available. Students in the 11th grade who have not yet met the mathematics standard should be urged to take more mathematics classes and retake the WASL in the spring of 2007 or use a CAA option.
School and district staff members involved with the CAA options need to be knowledgeable about the information included in this memorandum and the materials posted on the Web site: http://www.k12.wa.us/assessment/CAAoptions. They also need to make sure that students and parent/guardians are aware of the availability of CAA options and the opportunity to participate. 
Attachments to this memorandum include:

· A sample letter for families of students who still need to earn a CAA.
· Two-page summary of the options to share with parents and school staff. 

BACKGROUND AND OVERVIEW OF CAA OPTIONS

The 2006 state Legislature authorized three CAA options for use by students who, from all other indications, have the necessary knowledge and skills detailed in the Essential Academic Learning Requirements but who have trouble showing what they know and can do on the WASL. To access one of the CAA options, students must take and fail the WASL two times. Two of the three options also require that students meet attendance and remediation requirements specified in their Student Learning Plans. 
The CAA options approved by the state Legislature are:

· For mathematics only: Students use the “PSAT/SAT/ACT Mathematics Comparison,” which requires them to earn a score on the PSAT-Mathematics Problem-Solving, SAT-Mathematics, or ACT-Mathematics that meets or exceeds a score set by the State Board of Education.

· Students submit a “Collection of Evidence,” which is a series of classroom work samples following state guidelines and created under the supervision of a teacher. 
· Students use a “WASL/Grades Comparison,” which compares the subject-area grades of the student who didn’t pass the WASL with the subject-area grades of students in the same school who took the same classes AND who met or slightly exceeded the standard in that subject on the WASL.

AVAILABILITY OF CAA OPTIONS

As currently proposed, the WASL/Grades Comparison option will not be available for students until they have completed their junior year. Draft guidelines for the WASL/Grades Comparison are being developed and will be available for review in a few weeks. After input from the field, adjustments will be made, and the guidelines will be finalized in March 2007. The PSAT/SAT/ACT Mathematics Comparison and the Collection of Evidence options are now available to all eligible students.  
STATUS OF THE CAA OPTIONS

PSAT, SAT and ACT Mathematics Comparison

Scores on the mathematics components of the PSAT, SAT and ACT may be used to meet the high school mathematics standard. 

Eligibility

To be eligible, students must have taken the High School Mathematics WASL twice. Unlike the other two options, students are not required to meet attendance and remediation requirements in their Student Learning Plan to select the PSAT/SAT/ACT Mathematics Comparison option. As of Jan. 1, 2007, the only students who may access this option are students who took the High School Mathematics WASL in the spring of 2006 and the summer of 2006. 

Minimum Scores

On Nov. 28, 2006, the State Board of Education adopted the following minimum scores that students must earn on the PSAT, SAT and ACT mathematics tests to use this option as an alternative to the mathematics WASL:



PSAT-Math:
47



SAT-Math: 
470



ACT-Math: 
19

Students may use a PSAT-Mathematics Problem-Solving, SAT-Mathematics or ACT-Mathematics score earned at any time prior to or after taking the WASL twice.

Genuine Effort

The legislative language associated with taking the WASL twice indicates that “The Legislature expects students to make a genuine effort to meet state standards through retaking the Washington Assessment of Student Learning ….” OSPI defines “genuine effort” as having sat for and generated a scale score on the WASL. Refusing to take the WASL twice does not count as ‘genuine effort.’

Documentation

To document the student’s PSAT, SAT or ACT mathematics score and to record it in the student information management system, a form is available at: www.k12.wa.us/assessment/CAAoptions/Equivalency.aspx.  

Collection of Evidence: Reading, Writing, and Mathematics

Students submit a series of subject-specific classroom work samples following state guidelines and created under the supervision of a teacher. This option is available for demonstrating proficiency in the reading, writing and mathematics standards. The COE is most appropriate for students who have the skills assessed on the WASL but who are unable to demonstrate them in a large-scale testing environment. 
On Oct. 28, 2006, the State Board of Education approved the content guidelines, administrative protocols and scoring criteria for the Collection of Evidence (COE). The State Board approved the COE option guidelines for technical reliability and validity and comparability with the WASL. 
Eligibility

To be eligible, students must have taken the High School WASL twice in the subject(s) for which they prepare collections. Students are also required to meet attendance and remediation requirements in their Student Learning Plan. The school principal (or designee) may waive the attendance and/or remediation criteria for special, unavoidable circumstances. As of Jan. 1, 2007, the only students who may access this option are those who took the High School WASL in the spring of 2006 and the summer of 2006. 
Once a school has determined a student’s eligibility, school officials may want to communicate the following information to students and their families:

· The COE work samples are designed to be “comparable in rigor” to the WASL in terms of skill and performance expectations;  

· The COE is designed for students who have the knowledge and skills required to meet standard, but for whom the on-demand, paper-and-pencil nature of the WASL is not appropriate; 

· Compiling a COE should not be misunderstood as an ‘easy way’ to demonstrate proficiency of the state’s learning standards; it will be time intensive and require students to consistently come to class, meet with school staff and communicate about the COE. It also will require students to be well-organized and motivated to complete the collection; 
· Students who feel they do not have the necessary knowledge and skills may be better served by continuing to study in the relevant subject area(s) and retaking the WASL rather than attempting a COE; and

· For students who are unsure of what to do, you may want them to attempt a “trial COE,” where the student can submit one or two work samples for review. The quality of the student’s work can be compared to sample work: www.k12.wa.us/assessment/CAAoptions/CollectionofEvidence.aspx. This exercise should help a student judge whether a COE would be a worthwhile effort.

Registration Dates
Registration for the COE began in early December and will end Feb. 28, 2007. Only districts may register students for the COE. Registration information is at:
http://www.k12.wa.us/assessment/CAAoptions/CollectionofEvidence.aspx. Please download the document, complete it, and fax or mail it to: CAA Options, P.O. Box 47200, Olympia, WA 98504. The fax number is: 360.725.6332. When OSPI receives the registration form, a notebook of implementation materials, student sign-off forms, a calendar of trainings and teacher/student support materials will be shipped in return to the district office for distribution.

OSPI expects to allow online registration via Washington Assessment Management System (WAMS) by Feb. 1, 2007. 

Submission Dates
The first collections must be submitted by June 15, 2007. The collections will be scored during July and standard setting will take place in early August. Scores for the collections will be returned to the districts in mid-August. The second submission date will be Feb. 15, 2008. 

Training 

Training will be held at several different locations in the state. Training is specifically designed for teachers working with students who are producing a COE for submission by June 15, 2007, and/or Feb. 15, 2008. General training will be held at the January 2007 OSPI Conference. Teacher training sessions with work samples and scoring practice will be held in February, March and April. Teachers who are helping students in Career and Technical Education (CTE) programs compile a COE may attend training Feb. 26-27, 2007, in Spokane. In March 2007, additional training in how to score COE work samples will take place for educators who work with CTE and Native American students. More information regarding training is available at: www.k12.wa.us/assessment/CAAoptions/ProfDev.aspx. 

Funding

School districts will be reimbursed $400 per collection submitted for scoring to help pay the additional administrative costs of assisting students compile collections. These funds may be used to pay teacher salaries and stipends, clerical and material costs, training expenses, and other costs incurred in preparing and submitting collections. To be eligible for reimbursement, collections must include the minimum number of work samples and represent a genuine effort to compile a sufficient collection. Specific requirements for collections are available at: http://www.k12.wa.us/assessment/CAAoptions/CollectionofEvidence.aspx.

Funds will be allocated July 2007 based on the number of collections submitted by June 15, 2007.  

In addition, “Promoting Academic Success” funding may be used to assist students in creating work samples and compiling collections.

WASL/Grades Comparison

This option compares the subject-area grades of the student who didn’t pass the WASL with the subject-area grades of students in the same school who took the same classes and who met or slightly exceeded the standard in that subject on the WASL.

Eligibility

To be eligible, students must have taken the WASL twice in the subject(s) for which they choose this option. Students also must meet attendance and remediation requirements in their Student Learning Plan. The school principal (or designee) may waive the attendance and/or remediation criteria for special, unavoidable circumstances. The Superintendent of Public Instruction also may establish additional eligibility criteria, which are under consideration.

How it works

In RCW 28A.655.065(4), OSPI is required to determine which high school courses may be used and to issue guidelines to school districts.  

The guidelines call for the following steps to be taken:

· A school district or school representative identifies all of the students in a high school who have taken the same content course(s) as the student who did not pass the WASL. (e.g., all of the students in the school who took Integrated Mathematics I in the first semester of the 2005-06 school year);

· From this group of students, a “comparison cohort” is selected that includes students who met or slightly exceeded the state standard on the WASL; and

· The school then compares the grades of the student who didn’t pass the WASL to the grades of students in the comparison cohort. If the student’s grades are equal to or above the mean grades of the comparison cohort, the student shall be deemed to have met the state standard and passed the graduation requirement.

A student may not use this option if there are fewer than six students in the comparison cohort.

Status  

OSPI is currently developing the guidelines to determine which courses may be used and eligibility requirements. OSPI also is trying to develop an electronic tool to help schools/districts make this comparison.
Draft guidelines for the WASL/Grades Comparison will be available on the CAA Options Web site (www.k12.wa.us/assessment/CAAoptions/Comparison.aspx) for review by Jan. 19, 2007. The guidelines are scheduled to be finalized in March. However, as currently proposed, this option will not be available for students until they complete their junior year.  

PLANNING AND COMMUNICATIONS GUIDANCE
Ensuring that all students have the opportunity to access the CAA Options, and facilitating communications regarding the continued development of options, is of the utmost importance for districts and OSPI. With this in mind, districts are encouraged to:

· Designate a single person at the district level who will serve as a CAA Options coordinator. Unless otherwise told, OSPI will assume this person is the District Assessment Coordinator (DAC). Someone other than the DAC may be designated through an online profile update in the Washington Assessment Management System (WAMS). That online utility is under construction and DACs will be notified when it can be accessed. 

· Identify a person in each high school who will serve as a CAA Options Facilitator.  This person will be the point of contact for information from the district office, and will assist in the coordination of building-level activities.
· Develop an implementation plan for high schools to ensure the CAA Options are available to eligible students. 

· Make sure students and parent/guardians are aware of the CAA Options and the opportunity to participate.

ADVISING STUDENTS AND FAMILIES 

Students and parents expect us to give them sound advice about students’ educational decisions. Providing good counsel to parents and students is a natural part of our work, and we do it all the time (e.g., when we advise students on post-secondary plans or high school courses).  
All eligible students must be afforded the opportunity to attempt any of the options.   
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Thousands of educators and community members have been involved in our efforts to ensure that our graduates leave our schools ready for the demands of the 21st Century. My staff and I remain committed to supporting you and your students. In this first year of implementation of the CAA Options, we are sure to be confronted with situations we had not anticipated. Please stay in contact with us as we move forward. You can contact the CAA Options Team at OSPI at caaoptions@k12.wa.us for questions or follow-up. Thank you for your ongoing hard work and dedication to our state’s students and their futures.

If you have any questions regarding this memo, please contact Amanda Mount at (360)725-6037, TDD (360)664-3631, or e-mail amanda.mount@k12.wa.us .

ASSESSMENT AND RESEARCH
Lesley Klenk, PhD
CAA Options Administrator
Catherine Taylor, PhD

Director of Assessment Alternatives & Innovations

Joseph Willhoft, PhD

Assistant Superintendent

Robert Butts

Senior Project Manager
Attachments:

- A sample letter for families of students who still need to earn a CAA.

- Two-page summary of the Options to share with parents and school staff. 
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