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The Seamless Summer Feeding Program in Washington State

 “Calling All Schools”

WHAT IS IT?
The Seamless Summer Feeding Program (SP) is one of the Child Nutrition Programs funded by the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA).  In Washington State, the Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI), Child Nutrition Services (CNS), administers the program.
The SP combines features of the National School Lunch Program (NSLP), the School Breakfast Program (SBP), and the Simplified Summer Food Program (SSFP), resulting in reduced paperwork and monitoring requirements as compared to the SSFP.
Meals must be served in low-income communities where at least 50 percent of children are eligible for free and reduced-price school meals or in other locations where at least 50 percent of the children enrolled in a specific program are eligible for free and reduced-price school meals.

WHO IS ELIGIBLE?
Children 18 years of age or younger are eligible to participate in the SP.  Persons over 18 years old who are physically or mentally disabled and participating in a public or nonprofit private school program established for children with these disabilities may also participate in this program.

HOW DOES THE PROGRAM OPERATE?
The SP is operated by public and private nonprofit Local Education Agencies (LEAs) who apply and are approved to operate a program at the local level
.  LEAs follow most of the NSLP/SBP rules for meal service, as they would during the school year.
Meals are reimbursed at the NSLP/SBP free rates and all children eat for free.  Schools also qualify for the NSLP commodity rates for all qualifying meals served during the program.

LEAs have an option of using school sites for meal service, or they may use nonschool settings, such as parks, playgrounds, community centers, migrant sites, or other locations children may congregate during the summer.  LEAs may operate the feeding sites or sponsor other organizations to provide the meal service.

WHAT ARE THE RESPONSIBILITIES OF A SPONSOR?
A sponsor has certain responsibilities for this program.  These include, but are not limited to, the following:


•
Selecting appropriate sites in low-income areas; i.e., areas where 50 percent or more of the children are eligible for free and reduced-price meals at school.


•
Submitting an application to OSPI.


•
Ensuring all staff involved in the operation of the SP are properly trained.


•
Ensuring sites are properly monitored and that meals served meet the USDA meal pattern requirements.


•
Maintaining accurate records to substantiate allowable costs, including the number of meals received, the number of children at each meal, and the amount of food prepared to serve these children.


•
Submitting a claim for reimbursement to OSPI, Child Nutrition Services (CNS), within the required time frames.

WHAT MEALS MAY A SPONSOR SERVE?
A sponsor may serve up to two meal types per day per child, at each site.  This may be a breakfast, breakfast and snack, snack, breakfast and lunch, lunch, lunch and snack, or two snacks.  Sites serving primarily migrant children may serve up to three meals per day per child.
Sponsors may use the same USDA meal pattern requirements for SP meals as they do during the school year.

Sponsors have the option of preparing their own meals or contracting for meals.  A contractor may be a public or private school participating in a Child Nutrition Program or a commercial food service management company.

WHAT ARE THE REIMBURSEMENT RATES FOR THE SP?
Meals served under the SP are reimbursed at the free NSLP/SBP rates, which are slightly lower than SSFP rates.  If the district currently qualifies for severe need breakfast and/or lunch rates, the same rates would apply during the summer.

APPLICATION DEADLINE
Applications will be sent to those LEAs that submit the attached “Application Request and Workshop Registration” form or who call CNS and request one.
Questions should be directed to Donna Parsons, School and Summer Nutrition Programs Supervisor, at (360) 725-6220 or by email at donna.parsons@k12.wa.us or Nancy Van’t Hul, Summer Program Specialist at (360) 725-6222 or by email at nancy.vanthul@k12.wa.us.  The agency TTY number is (360) 664-3631.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual's income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). 

� You may not operate the SP at schools that are only open to those students attending an academic summer school (in this situation, you must operate the traditional NSLP/SBP).
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