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MEMORANDUM NO.  002-07M  CHILD NUTRITION SERVICES

TO:

Educational Service District Superintendents



School District Superintendents



Assistant Superintendents for Business and/or Business Managers



School Food Service Supervisors



Select Administrators of Private Schools

FROM:
Dr. Terry Bergeson, State Superintendent of Public Instruction

RE:

Summer Feeding Programs for Children:  Intent to Participate
CONTACT:
Donna Parsons, Supervisor, School and Summer Nutrition Programs


Phone:  (360) 725-6220

TTY:  (360) 664-3631

E-mail:  donna.parsons@k12.wa.us
Attached is information regarding the United States Department of Agriculture’s (USDA’s) Summer Feeding Programs for children.  The Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI), Child Nutrition Services (CNS), is responsible for the administration of two summer feeding programs; the Simplified Summer Food Program (SSFP) and the Seamless Summer Feeding Program (SP).  Together these programs served over one million lunches to Washington’s children last summer at sites sponsored by school districts; units of local, municipal, county, and state government; Indian Tribes; camps; and private nonprofit organizations.
Many of our children depend on the breakfasts and lunches they receive at school to get the proper nutrition they require.  It is just as important they receive nutritious meals in the months when school is not in session.
Legislation was passed in 2004 that mandates school districts offering any sort of academic, enrichment, or remedial program during the summer months at qualifying sites to offer a food program.  Qualifying sites are defined as those schools which have 50 percent or more of the children enrolled during the regular school year that qualify for free and reduced-price meals.  Please contact Donna Parsons, School and Summer Nutrition Programs Supervisor, at (360) 725-6220 if you need more information regarding Senate Bill 6411.
Application materials will be mailed in March to all interested parties who indicate their intent to sponsor a program on the attached application request form.  The Simplified Summer Food Program and the Seamless Summer Feeding Program are described in Attachment A and B, respectively.
The Simplified Summer Food Program:
The SSFP has requirements that differ significantly from other CNS programs.  As a result, the SSFP regulations require training of sponsors administrative and supervisory personnel.  OSPI must ensure all sponsors receive training before starting their SSFP; therefore, attendance is mandatory.  Sponsors who have not attended training will not be allowed to operate a SSFP.

Training for new sponsors will be held from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.  Sponsors required to attend the full-day training include:

1. Sponsors who have never operated a summer feeding program.


2. Sponsors who may have operated a program in previous years, but did not operate during the summer of 2006.


3. Sponsors who operated a program in 2006, but will have new administrative staff overseeing the SSFP in 2007.
Returning sponsors with the same individuals who administered the program in the summer of 2006 must attend training from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.
The Seamless Summer Feeding Program:

The SP is available to school districts only.  Training for the SP is not mandatory.  Training will be provided via conference call for those interested in participating.  Contact Ms. Parsons at donna.parsons@k12.wa.us if you wish to have training materials emailed to you.  
Since Washington State has been approved to operate the SSFP, we strongly encourage all SP sponsors to switch back to the SSFP.  This is recommended since the cost accounting requirements have been eliminated and sponsors are paid a flat rate for all eligible meals served.

Residential Camps, Upward Bound, and National Youth Sports Program Training

Training for residential camps, Upward Bound, and National Youth Sports Programs will be provided via conference call.  Please do not attend any of the trainings listed below.  
Training Dates and Locations

Training will be held at the following locations:

March 22, 2007
Educational Service District 101




Conference Center




4202 S Regal, Spokane

March 27, 2007
Educational Service District 105




Yakima Room




33 S 2nd Ave, Yakima

April 17, 2007
Everett School District




Large Annex




3715 Oakes, Everett

April 19, 2007
Educational Service District 113




Olympia Room




601 McPhee Rd SW, Olympia

OSPI staff will be available after the close of each session to provide individual assistance to sponsors, if needed.

School districts that have contracts with food service management companies (FSMC) are reminded that the sponsor (school district) retains the administrative responsibility for the SSFP.  This responsibility cannot be delegated to FSMC personnel.  Tasks included under administrative responsibilities are those such as monitoring, staff training, administrative training attendance, and processing free and reduced-price applications for children in enrolled sites.

The attached “Application Request and Workshop Registration” must be completed and returned by those who plan to operate a summer feeding program this year.  They are due no later than March 2, 2007.

For further information contact Donna Parsons, School and Summer Nutrition Programs Supervisor at (360) 725-6220 or by email at donna.parsons@k12.wa.us or Nancy Van’t Hul, Summer Program Specialist, at (360) 725-6222 or by email at nancy.vanthul@k12.wa.us.
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual's income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). 
To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call toll-free (866) 632-9992 (voice) or (202) 401-0216 (TDD).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
The agency TTY number is (360) 664-3631.  This information is also available on the agency Web site at http://www.k12.wa.us/BulletinsMemos/memoranda2007.aspx.

STUDENT SUPPORT 
Martin T. Mueller

Assistant Superintendent

George C. Sneller, Director
Child Nutrition Services
TB:su

Attachments

Attachment A—The Simplified Summer Food Program in Washington State
Attachment B—The Seamless Summer Feeding Program in Washington State
Attachment C—Application Request and Workshop Registration
Attachment D—Feed Your Brain Grant Opportunity

