[image: image1.png]SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION

DR. TERRY BERGESON OLD CAPITOL BUILDING ¢ PO BOX 47200 « OLYMPIA WA 98504-7200 ¢ http://www.k12.wa.us




Memorandum No. 035-06M
Page 2

September 11, 2006

September 11, 2006




(    ) 
Action Required

( X )
Informational
MEMORANDUM NO. 035-06M ASSESSMENT AND RESEARCH

TO:

Educational Service District Superintendents



School District Superintendents



District Assessment Coordinators

FROM:
Dr. Terry Bergeson, Superintendent of Public Instruction

RE:

NAEP Participation to Meet No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Requirements
As you’re planning for the new school year, I wanted you to know that some of our schools will again be participating in the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP). As you know, under “No Child Left Behind” participation in the NAEP is required to receive Title 1 funding. Because it is the only common national assessment, the NAEP is used as an external gauge of our progress and that of the other states on student achievement. Our standards are rigorous and we have been at our standards-based reform far longer than most, so the NAEP results are the only tool to level the playing field. Our 2003 and 2005 results were very good and they helped affirm that we’re making strong progress in helping all of our kids become successful in school. 
I’m proud that with your help, we’ve achieved 100% cooperation in all NAEP assessments, and it’s my goal to maintain that record. I know that if you’re selected, you’ll have great support from Kathryn Sprigg, our NAEP Coordinator, and the field staff who will administer the assessments. 
Earlier this year, Kathryn contacted superintendents, assessment coordinators, and principals at schools that have been selected to participate. She will help with any problems or questions you may have. You can contact her by telephone at 360.725.6415 or TTY 360.664.3631, or by email at ksprigg@ospi.wednet.edu. If you would like more information about NAEP, you can find it at www.nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard. If you would like copies of our state NAEP reports, you can access them on our website at http://www.k12.wa.us/assessment/NAEP/Reports.aspx, or contact Kathryn. 
ASSESSMENT AND RESEARCH

Dr. Joe Willhoft
Assistant Superintendent
Dr. Kathryn Sprigg
NAEP Coordinator
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