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June 26, 2006
(  ) Action Required

(X)  Informational
MEMORANDUM NO. 021-06M  CHILD NUTRITION SERVICES
TO:
Educational Service District Superintendents


School District Superintendents

Assistant Superintendents for Business and/or Business Managers


School Food Service Supervisors


Administrators of Private Schools


Administrators of Residential Child Care Institutions
FROM:
Dr. Terry Bergeson, State Superintendent of Public Instruction


RE:
Update Memorandum



Commercial Software Used in School Nutrition Programs


School Districts and Federal Procurement Regulations Memo Code



     SP 15–2006


April 2006 – Procurement Questions – Memo Code 19–2006



Procurement Questions Relevant to the Buy American Provision – Memo 



Code SP 20–2006



2005 Breakfast Lunch Training Module (BLT): Nutrition 101:  A Taste of 


     Food and Fitness



Resources:  Meeting the Wellness Challenge

Commercial Software Used in School Nutrition Programs

United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) Memorandum, Attachment 1, dated February 9, 2006, discusses technical problems and improper use of commercial software resulting in the submission of inaccurate claims for reimbursement in the School Nutrition Programs.  Other information USDA received indicates that the commercial software may also be linked to breaches in the confidentiality of students’ meal application information.  
Please read the entire memo to familiarize yourself with USDA’s concerns.  Consider this memo a reminder that each local education agency (LEA) is fully responsible for guaranteeing the accuracy of any electronic application technology (including electronic signatures) and of its claims for reimbursement, as well as for ensuring that free and reduced-price eligibility information remains confidential.
School Districts and Federal Procurement Regulations – Memo Code SP 15–2006

Attachment 2

USDA Memorandum, Attachment 2, dated March 16, 2006, reminds all school food authorities (SFAs) (aka: local education agencies) that they are not to use a prospective bidder to draft specifications and procurement documents.  In failing to fulfill its responsibilities to draft its own specifications and procurement documentations, an SFA (or LEA) which copies a list of features or evaluation and ranking criteria drafted by a potential vendor, and then permits that potential vendor to submit a bid, has violated department regulation 7 CFR Part 3016.60(b).  Any action which diminishes open and free competition seriously undermines the integrity of the procurement process and may subject the SFA (or LEA) to bid protests.  Read Attachment 2 for additional information regarding this topic.
April 2006 – Procurement Questions – Memo Code SP 19–2006 – Attachment 3
USDA Memo Code SP 19–2006, dated April 25, 2006, discusses questions regarding procurements in School Nutrition Programs.  Attachment 3 contains nine questions and answers (Q & As) USDA has recently received.   The Q & As reference procuring products through Cooperative Buying Groups or products/services through Food Service Management Companies. The questions also deal with purchasing during disasters, and gives an overview on how to conduct a solicitation for purchasing milk in plastic containers instead of traditional paper cartons. 
Procurement Questions Relevant to the Buy American Provision – Memo Code SP 20–2006 – Attachment 4
USDA recently received several questions regarding the Buy American provision applicable to the School Nutrition Programs.   Memo SP 20–2006, Attachment 4, dated April 17, 2006, contains the most recently received Q & As that will assist LEAs in determining, among other things, if a commodity is a domestic product, if Buy American only refers to items purchased with federal funds, exceptions to Buy American, and methods to determine the country of origin for an end product.
We encourage you to thoroughly read these nine Buy American Q & As and to have them readily available to discuss with vendors who may have products that do not meet the Buy American standards.

2005 Breakfast Lunch Training Module (BLT):  Nutrition 101:  A Taste of Food and Fitness
The National Food Service Management Institute (NFSMI) has developed Nutrition 101: A Taste of Food and Fitness for managers to use with food service assistants.  The content provides a basic overview of nutrition through six lessons, each designed to be completed within thirty minutes.

Each lesson has a pretest/posttest, activities, Nutrition Nuggets, Cafeteria Connections, Personal Discover Assessment, a resource page, and short video segment with application activities.

The print version of this BLT is available via NFSMI’s Web site at no charge.  Contact 

http://www.nfsmi.org/Information/blt2005/blt2005index.htm.  If you have questions or would like additional information, contact NFSMI at (800) 321-3054.
Resources:  Meeting the Wellness Challenge – Attachment 5
Attachment 5 contains a list of resources for LEAs to access as they continue to implement, monitor, and revise their wellness policies.  While Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI) - Child Nutrition Services is only requiring that a copy of the adopted Wellness Policy and Wellness Policy Checklist be included with each LEA’s renewal application, it is essential that implementation strategies for the policy move forward.  These resources will help you achieve these efforts.
Questions regarding this memorandum should be directed to the Program Specialist for your area:

Angela Ruiz (Olympia Office)…………(360) 725-6212

Linsey LaPlant (Lakewood Office)……(253) 589-7252

Nancy Van’t Hul (Edmonds Office)…..(425) 776-2955

Vacant (Yakima Office)………………..Contact Bette Brandis 

Debra Calhoun (Spokane Office)…….(509) 323-2751
or Bette Brandis, Supervisor, School Nutrition Programs, at (360) 725-6220, or by e-mail at bbrandis@ospi.wednet.edu. 
The agency TTY number is (360) 664-3631.  This information is available on the agency Web site at:  http://www.k12.wa.us/BulletinsMemos/memos2006/M021-06.doc. 
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