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May 29, 2006





(    )   Action Required

( X )   Informational



MEMORANDUM NO. 019-06M
To:

Educational Service District Superintendents

School District Superintendents



Educational Service District Assistant Superintendents 

High School Principals

School District Assessment Coordinators  
From:

Dr. Terry Bergeson, State Superintendent of Public Instruction

RE:

ADVISEMENT TO IEP TEAMS

Query

Educators from several districts have inquired whether or not Individualized Educational Program (IEP) teams can change a decision for a high school student who took the Washington Assessment of Student Learning (WASL) with or without accommodations and did not meet the standard specified in the IEP.  In other words, the student received a Level 2 “Basic” score rather than an anticipated Level 3 “Proficient” classification.  The question then becomes whether the IEP team can make a decision after scores are received in June to accept Level 2 “Basic” as a passing score for the student. The reverse of this scenario is also a possibility  (i.e., can the IEP team modify the anticipated outcome of a student who meets standard at Level 3 when he/she was projected to meet standard at Level 2?)

Response

Following the guidelines for determining the appropriate assessment for a student with a disability as well as determining an appropriate proficiency level, the decisions regarding changing the proficiency level for a passing score for a student with an IEP should be based on the needs of the student and his/her anticipated post-school outcomes.  It is hoped that the need for a change of this nature would be rare.  
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If the IEP team determines that it is in the student’s best interest to accept the Proficiency Level 2 “Basic” score as a passing score in any content area, parents and students MUST understand that the student would be on a path to earn a Certificate of Individual Achievement (CIA) rather than a Certificate of Academic Achievement (CAA).  This change must be reflected in the IEP through a properly constituted IEP team meeting, and clear documentation made to the IEP or IEP amendment that the student will earn a CIA rather than a CAA.  Similarly, the student who meets expectations in all of the content areas at a Level 3 or higher would be able to obtain a CAA rather than a CIA.
IEP teams should meet before July 9, 2006, if the team wishes to consider changing a student’s status for passing a WASL content area from Level 3 “Proficient” to Level 2 “Basic”, as this is the final day for students to pre-register for an August re-take. IEP teams are advised to review the student’s reported score and discuss with the student and his/her parents the rationale and opportunities for participating in re-administration of the WASL.  All options, including re-administration of the WASL with or without accommodations, accepting Proficiency Level 2 “Basic” as a passing score, or participating in the Alternative Assessment if the student does not meet standard on re-administration, should be addressed before making a decision.
When considering a change, examining the scale scores the student received and determining how close or distant the student is to the next level may provide useful information.  If scaled scores are close to obtaining the next level of proficiency, a retake is strongly encouraged rather than a change in the expectation of a student being able to reach an established goal. The following chart may be helpful to IEP teams as they review options:

	
	Level 1
	Level 2
	Level 3
	Level 4

	High School
	"Below Basic"
	"Basic"
	"Proficient"
	"Advanced"

	Reading
	less than 375
	375-399
	400-426
	427 and above

	Mathematics
	less than 375
	375-399
	400-433
	434 and above

	Writing
	0-12
	13-16
	17-20
	21 and above

	Science (*)
	less than 375
	375-399
	400-457
	458 and above


(*) Note: Science is not required for graduation until 2010.
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It is very important that IEPs accurately reflect these decisions. The District Assessment Coordinator must be informed immediately of any change in a student’s status so the correction can be uploaded to WAMS/CSRS during the records reconciliation window in July/August.  

Changing the requirements for a student’s passing score on the WASL may have implications for district Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) calculations.  Any IEP changes made that will affect district AYP status can be adjusted during the appeals process. 

If you have any questions regarding this Memorandum, please contact Carol Dyer, Alternate Assessment Specialist at cdyer@ospi.wednet.edu or 360-725-6089, or by TTY at 360-664-3631.

ASSESSMENT AND RESEARCH

Dr. Joseph L. Willhoft, Ph.D

Assistant Superintendent 

Carol Dyer

Alternate Assessment Specialist
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