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April 28, 2006
(  ) Action Required

(X)  Informational
MEMORANDUM NO. 012-06M  CHILD NUTRITION SERVICES

TO:
Educational Service District Superintendents


School District Superintendents

Assistant Superintendents for Business and/or Business Managers


School Food Service Supervisors


Administrators of Private Schools

FROM:
Dr. Terry Bergeson, State Superintendent of Public Instruction


RE:
Update Memorandum



New Free and Reduced Price Meal Application Prototype Translations 



Coming



 State Preferred Prototype Application Continues to be Available



Income Eligibility Guidelines Notice Published

New Prototype Free and Reduced Price Meal Application Translations Coming
Food and Nutrition Service of U. S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) has produced a new prototype application packet that includes changes made as a result of the Child Nutrition (CN) and Women, Infants, and Children (WIC) Reauthorization Act of 2004.  To assist local education agencies (LEAs) with providing communications in other languages, USDA, in a memorandum dated March 2, 2006 (Attachment 1), has submitted the new prototype application and related materials to a contractor for translation into 24 languages, based on input from state agencies. 

The following are the languages into which the prototype application and related materials are being translated:
	Arabic
	Laotian

	Cambodian/Khymer
	Polish

	Chinese (Mandarin)
	Portuguese

	Farsi
	Russian

	French
	Samoan

	Greek
	Serbo-Coratian

	Haitian Creole
	Somali

	Hindi
	Sudanese

	Hmong French
	Tagalog

	Japanese
	Thai

	Korean
	Urdu

	Kurdish
	Vietnamese


Please note:  The Spanish translation of the prototype application is already available on the USDA Web site at http://www.fns.usda.gov/cnd/FRP/frp.process.htm under Free and Reduced Price Application Materials.  Additional translations will be posted to this Web site as they become available, beginning April 2006. All translations and the English language version will be available in both PDF and WORD format
We have attached the English language packet to this memorandum, which contains the following information (Attachments 2 through 9):

· Instructions to local education agencies (LEAs) from Child Nutrition Services (CNS) (Attachment 2)

· Letter to Households (Attachment 3)

· Instructions for Applying (Attachment 4)

· Free and Reduced Price Meal Application (2 pages – Attachment 5)

· Sharing Information with Medicaid/SCHIP (Attachment 6)

· Sharing Information with Other Programs (Attachment 7)

· We Must Check Your Application – Verification Forms (2 pages – Attachment 8)

· We Have Checked Your Application – Verification Results (Attachment 9)

Please review these attachments carefully to see if they meet your customers’ language preferences and if the format is customer friendly.  If you use the packet as presented by USDA and only make those additions to the areas in [   ], you will not require CNS approval for changes.  However, if you make other changes, you will have to submit the application and letter to households for pre-approval.  Note:  Including Attachment 7 with the foreign language applications will make them multi-use.  You may also decide to use your usual English application and use the above prototypes for translations.
State Preferred Prototype Application Continues to be Available

As in past years, CNS will provide you with the annual application renewal packet.  Included in the renewal packet will be the usual examples of Free and Reduced Price Meal Applications and Letters to Households, as adapted by Washington State based on USDA’s 1999 prototype and input from many school districts.  
The following 18 translations are based on the 1999 prototype and are being continued as an aid for people speaking the following languages.  USDA will update this Web site with additional translations as they become available.
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	Hmong 
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	Thai 
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	Vietnamese 


The 1999 translations can be accessed on the USDA Web site at http://www.fns.usda.gov/cnd/FRP/frp.process.htm under Translations of 1999 Application Materials.

Income Eligibility Guidelines Notice Published
Memo Code SP 18-2006, dated April 4, 2006, announces that the Notice of Income Eligibility Guidelines (IEGs) for determining eligibility for free and reduced price meals or free milk benefits under the Child Nutrition Programs have been published.  These guidelines are effective July 1, 2006, through June 30, 2007.  They were published in the March 15, 2006, Federal Register (7l FR 13336).  

IMPORTANT:  Do not distribute free and reduced price meal applications to households until after July 1, 2006, as the IEGs are not in effect until that date.   Attachment 10 is a copy of the 2006–07 income guidelines for your reference.

Questions regarding this bulletin should be directed to the program specialist for your area:

Debbie Calhoun         
Jo Clark-Donahoo                 Angela Ruiz            



(509) 323-2751           
(509) 575-2412                     (360) 725-6212

Nancy Van’t Hul
Linsey LaPlant

(425) 776-2955
(253) 589-7252

or Bette Brandis, Supervisor, School Nutrition Programs, at (360) 725-6220, or by 
e-mail at bbrandis@ospi.wednet.edu. 
The agency TTY number is (360) 664-3631.  This information is available on the agency Web site at:  http://www.k12.wa.us/BulletinsMemos/memos2006/M012–06.doc. 
STUDENT SUPPORT AND OPERATIONS

CHILD NUTRITION SERVICES
Marcia L. Riggers

George C. Sneller



Assistant Superintendent 

Director
 TB:kew

Attachments
Attachment 1—USDA Memorandum dated March 2, 2006 – Reauthorization 2004:  

                         Communications Concerning Verification Activities

Attachment 2—Free and Reduced Price School Meals Application and Verification 
                           Forms – English Version – School Year 2006–2007 - Instructions

Attachment 3—Letter to Households

Attachment 4—Instructions for Applying

Attachment 5—Free and Reduced Price School Meals Family Application (2 pages)
Attachment 6—Sharing Information with Other Programs

Attachment 7—Sharing Information with Medicaid/SCHIP

Attachment 8—We Must Check Your Application (2 pages)

Attachment 9—We Have Checked Your Application

Attachment 10–USDA Child Nutrition Program Income Guidelines Effective July 1, 2006                

                              through June 30, 2007


