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BULLETIN NO. 083-09  STUDENT SUPPORT
TO:

Educational Service District Superintendents


School District Superintendents


School District Business Managers


School District Alternative Program Administrators and Principals

FROM:
Randy I. Dorn, State Superintendent of Public Instruction

RE:
Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction Multidistrict Online Provider Approval Process

CONTACT:
Judy Margrath-Huge, Director, Digital Learning Department
Judy.Margrath-Huge@k12.wa.us, (206) 543-8188
Agency TTY number is (360) 664-3631.
Substitute Senate Bill (SSB) 5410, passed by the 2009 Washington State Legislature, requires multidistrict online providers to be approved by the Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI).  Beginning with the 2011–12 school year, only those online learning programs or courses provided by approved multidistrict online providers will qualify for state basic education funding, except as provided for in this new law.  School districts currently operating online learning programs, or those intending to start new online learning programs, should determine if their programs are subject to this approval requirement.
Does my program need to be reviewed?
Not all online programs or course providers are considered “multidistrict online providers” under SSB 5410.  Generally speaking, a school district could be considered a “multidistrict online provider”—and therefore subject to OSPI review and approval—if the district offers online courses or online programs to students living outside the geographic boundaries of the district.  The attached definitions from SSB 5410 lay out a number of specific criteria that programs must meet in order to be considered a multidistrict online provider.
Districts can use the following form as guidance to see if their program qualifies for review:  http://digitallearning.k12.wa.us/approval/providers/who_gets_reviewed.
OSPI’s Digital Learning Department (DLD) staff is also available to help districts determine if their program qualifies for review.  Use the following link to find contact information for the DLD staff:  http://digitallearning.k12.wa.us/contact.php.
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What is the review process?
The review process is detailed at: http://digitallearning.k12.wa.us/approval/process/.
The final versions of the criteria, process, application form, and directions for submitting 
the applications will be posted to OSPI’s Digital Learning Department Web site by 
December 31, 2009.
Applications must be submitted electronically and are due January 31, 2010, by 5 p.m.  

The application form may be edited online as many times as needed prior to the deadline.
Potential applicants should closely examine the full approval process timeline, as well as the approval criteria and assurances at: 
· http://digitallearning.k12.wa.us/approval/process/timeline.php
· http://digitallearning.k12.wa.us/approval/process/criteria.php
How can we get help with this process?
OSPI will be offering several informational Webinars for multidistrict online providers that plan to apply. 
· Tuesday, January 5: 2:30 p.m.–4 p.m.
· Thursday, January 7: 9 a.m.–10:30 a.m.
· Tuesday, January 12: 2:30 p.m.–4 p.m.
For more details and to register for a Webinar, visit: http://digitallearning.k12.wa.us/support/calendar/category/provider_review.
If you have any questions, please contact Judy Margrath-Huge, Director, Digital Learning Department, at Judy.Margrath-Huge@k12.wa.us or (206) 543-8188.  The agency TTY number is (360) 664-3631.
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Definitions from Substitute Senate Bill 5410—Online Learning
