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TO:


Educational Service District Superintendents




Chief School District Administrators




Elementary and Secondary School Principals




Educational Service District Teacher Award Coordinators




Educational Associations




Other Interested Parties

FROM:

Randy I. Dorn, State Superintendent of Public Instruction

RE:


2010 Presidential Award for Excellence in

Mathematics and Science Teaching

CONTACT:

Hilary Seidel, Communications & Community Outreach

Hilary.Seidel@k12.wa.us 360.725.6117 

The agency TTY number is 360.664.3631

The Superintendent of Public Instruction is announcing that nominations are now open for the 2010 Presidential Award for Excellence in Mathematics and Science Teaching.

Overview

Established in 1983, The Presidential Award for Excellence in Mathematics and Science Teaching (PAEMST) is the highest national honor for a K-12 mathematics or science teacher.  This award recognizes and honors K-12 teachers for their outstanding work in the classroom and also as leaders within their schools and communities.

Awardees receive:

· A citation from the President of the United States recognizing their contributions to education
· A trip to Washington, D.C. to attend recognition activities

· A $10,000 cash award from the National Science Foundation

· Gifts from various program sponsors
Awards are given annually to teachers from each of the 50 states; four U.S. jurisdictions (Washington, D.C.; Puerto Rico; Department of Defense Schools; and the U.S. territories as a group: American Samoa, Guam, the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, and the U.S. Virgin Islands).
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Eligibility, Nomination and Application

Nominees for the 2010 PAEMST must meet the following eligibility criteria:

· Teach mathematics or science at the K-6th grade level in a public or private school. 

· Hold at least a Bachelor's degree from an accredited institution. 

· Be a full-time employee of the school or school district as determined by state and district policies, and teach at least 50 percent of the time. 

· Have at least 5 years of full-time, K-12 teacher experience prior to the 2009-2010 academic school year. 

· Not have received the PAEMST award at the national level in any prior competition or category.
Each year the award alternates between elementary and secondary teachers.  For 2010, nominations are open to K–6 teachers.  To be considered for the PAEMST, teachers must be nominated and complete a comprehensive application.  Previous Washington State PAEMST recipients are available to mentor nominees through the application process.

Applications for 2010 are due on May 3, 2010.  A state selection committee comprised of curriculum experts, state level leadership and past PAEMST recipients will review completed applications and may forward up to three state level finalists from each discipline to the national program for consideration.  State level finalists will receive statewide recognition and be invited to attend several special events.  An FBI background check of finalists will be conducted by the national program.

Administrators, teachers, colleagues, students and parents can nominate a K–6 science or math teacher at www.paemst.org.  Self nominations are also encouraged.  Nominated teachers are invited to complete the application which includes essay response, letters of recommendation and a video of classroom instruction.

Your cooperation in posting this bulletin and informing staff of this opportunity is appreciated.

For more information about the program, please visit our website at:  http://www.k12.wa.us/EducationAwards/Presidential/default.aspx.

COMMUNICATIONS & COMMUNITY OUTREACH

Nathan Olson

Communications Manager

Hilary Seidel

Statewide Recognition Coordinator

RD:hs
