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Randy I. Dorn, State Superintendent of Public Instruction

RE:
2010-2013 District Technology Plans 

CONTACT:
Julia Fallon, Technology Integration Program Manager


(360) 725-6246, Agency TTY number (360) 664-3631


julia.fallon@k12.wa.us, 

There are changes to the district-level requirements for the 2010-2013 tech planning cycle. We’re updating the guidance now for publication on our Web site by Thursday, October 1, 2009. This bulletin provides an overview of the upcoming changes.

Districts must have their technology plan approved by the Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI) to meet two compliance obligations:

1. Eligibility provisions of Title II, Part D, the Enhancing Education Through Technology (EETT) grant program, which supports professional development for technology integration and technological literacy.

2. E-rate regulations that require a state-approved technology plan.

New Technology-Related Goal

You must develop a goal that targets the technological proficiencies of administrators, teachers and teacher-librarians. This goal is a new federal compliance obligation that begins January 31, 2010 and joins the two technology-
related goals you developed for your 2007-2010 tech plan – technological literacy of 8th-grade students and the technology integration skills of teachers. 

We encourage you to use the state-developed matrices that benchmark literacy, integration and the new proficiencies:

· Tiers of Technological Literacy for 8th-Grade Students, http://www.k12.wa.us/EdTech/TechLitTiers.aspx.

· Tiers of Technology Integration for Teachers, http://www.k12.wa.us/EdTech/TechIntTiers.aspx.

· Technological Proficiencies for Administrators, Teachers and Teacher-Librarians, http://www.k12.wa.us/EdTech/planning.aspx.

The district-level reporting requirement for the proficiencies follows the same process as literacy and integration on the annual technology survey, http://www.k12.wa.us/EdTech/inventory09.aspx. Use the new proficiencies matrix to capture data related to the technological proficiencies of administrators, teachers and teacher-librarians.  Find the U.S. Department of Education guidance related to data reporting on the Educational Technology Web site, http://www.k12.wa.us/EdTech/planning.aspx.

A user-friendly self-assessment tool for administrators, teachers and teacher-librarians is in development. The online application will be aligned to the proficiencies matrix and added to the present PILOT self-assessment tool, http://www.edtech.wednet.edu/pilot/  that enjoys wide use by educators across Washington.

Building Technology Plans & the New Narrative Section

Beginning in 2010, you can attach your building plan(s) but it’s optional. If your district has only one school building, the district plan does double-duty as the building plan. 

However, there is a new narrative section that all district tech plans must include. Look for the new field in the School Improvement Plan (SIP) Tool and write a high-level overview that explains how the schools in your district are addressing the need to integrate technology into teaching and learning.

Changes to the SIP Tool

We are updating the (SIP) Tool application to simplify data entry and streamline the online component of the tech planning process. The changes will go live late November, so we encourage you to draft your tech plan offline first, then copy-and-paste the content into the SIP Tool once we announce the changes are live. 
Timelines, Deadlines & Final Approval

Use the Technology Planning Cycle Calendar attached to this bulletin to understand the two timelines – technology planning and E-rate. Monday, April 5, 2010 is the submission deadline for your 2010-2013 district tech plan and approval letter from the district school board. 

If You Can’t Make the Deadline – File an Extension.

If you cannot submit a tech plan and school board letter by Monday, April 5, complete an extension form. We’ll post the form on the Educational Technology Web site Thursday, October 1, 2009, http://www.k12.wa.us/EdTech/planning.aspx. 

You can request an extension up to Thursday, September 30, 2010.

Choose an Extension Deadline Carefully

There are two important factors to consider if you elect to submit your plan after June 30, 2010:

· Risk losing the E-rate discount for 2010-2011, and with it, substantial cost savings for connection to the K-20 network. To remain eligible, your district must have an approved technology plan on record with Washington State.

· Risk the delay of your Title II, Part D (EETT) flow-through funds. It is a federal regulation that you have an approved technology plan on record with the state to receive these formula dollars.

Submit Your Technology Plan Online
Submit your completed district technology plan through the School Improvement Planning (SIP) tool, https://eds.ospi.k12.wa.us/. If you need access, contact your district data security manager, https://eds.ospi.k12.wa.us/SecurityManagerList.aspx. 

Mail Your Board Letter to OSPI

The district school board must approve your technology plan first and document their approval in a letter.

Keep a file copy and mail the original letter of board approval to OSPI no later than Monday, April 5, 2010:

Julia Fallon, Educational Technology, OSPI
PO Box 47200, 600 Washington Street SE 
Olympia, WA 98504-7200

We cannot accept faxed or electronic versions of the school board letter or extension form.

Remember, your district plan is not approved until your receive an approval letter from OSPI. We send these out in June, 2010 to those districts whose tech plans and school board letters made the April 5 deadline and were approved by the state review panel.

Document the Tech Planning Process

Keep a running record of your activities, schedule and progress. This is a requirement driven by the 2010-2011 E-rate cycle, specifically the submission deadlines for forms 470 and 471. There is a gap between the date your current plan expires — June 30, 2009 — and June 30, 2010, the period of time covered by the new forms. To comply with E-rate regulations, you must be able to validate that your district’s 2010-2013 tech plan is in draft before you file a Form 470 this winter.
Contact Information

If you have questions or concerns about this bulletin, contact Julia Fallon, Technology Integration Program Manager, via email at Julia.fallon@k12.wa.us, or by calling (360) 725-6246 or TTY (360) 664-3631.
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