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School Building Principals 
School District Human Resource Directors

FROM:
Randy I. Dorn, State Superintendent of Public Instruction

RE:
Highly Qualified Teacher and Title I Paraeducators Requirements
Contact:
Julie Wright, (360) 725-6340, Julie.wright@k12.wa.us

Deborah Parriott, (360) 725-6340, Deborah.parriott@k12.wa.us

Agency TTY number (360) 664-3631
This bulletin serves as a reminder about the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) highly qualified teacher (HQT) and Title I paraeducator requirements. 

Teachers

· All teachers who provide instruction in core academic subject areas must meet HQT requirements at the time of placement in a teaching assignment.

· Special education teachers must meet Individuals with Disabilities Education Improvement Act (IDEA 2004) and HQT requirements based on their teaching assignment. 

If a district hires or places a teacher in an assignment who does not meet the HQT requirements, the district must complete an Individual Teacher Plan for Achieving Highly Qualified Status. This plan is a written agreement between the district and teacher, which outlines actions for the teacher and district to follow in order to meet the federal requirements. In addition, Title I parent notification requirements apply if the teacher is in a Title I building.

See http://www.k12.wa.us/TitleIIA/HighlyQualifiedTeachers.aspx for more information about HQT plans, requirements, and sample notification documents for parents. 
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Paraeducators
Paraeducators in a program funded with Title I Part A funds, or employed in a Title I schoolwide program providing instructional support in reading, writing or mathematics must meet academic requirements.  In addition to having a high school diploma or the recognized equivalent, paraeducators must successfully complete one of the following: 

· Two years of study at a college or university.
· Associate degree or higher.
· OSPI approved paraeducator apprenticeship program.
· Washington Paraeducator Portfolio.
· ETS ParaPro Assessment.
More information, including testing procedures for the ETS ParaPro Assessment, is available at http://www.k12.wa.us/Paraeducators/default.aspx, Washington State Paraeducator Guidelines.
Questions about highly qualified teacher and Title I paraeducator requirements can be directed to Julie Wright or Deborah Parriott at (360) 725-6340 or email julie.wright@k12.wa.us or deborah.parriott@k12.wa.us.  The agency TTY number is (360) 664-3631.
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