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BULLETIN NO. 043–09  SPECIAL PROGRAMS & FEDERAL ACCOUNTABILITY
TO:

Educational Service District Superintendents



School District Superintendents



Elementary and Secondary School Principals



District Curriculum/Assessment Directors

District Title I, Part A Directors

FROM:
Randy I. Dorn, State Superintendent of Public Instruction

RE:
N<30 Adequate Yearly Progress School Improvement Plan Submission and Schools with Non-WASL Tested Population

CONTACT:
Gayle Pauley, Director, Title I, LAP and Consolidated Program Review

(360) 725-6100; Agency TTY: (360) 664-3631



Email: gayle.pauley@k12.wa.us 

The No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 (NCLB) requires “adequate yearly progress” (AYP) determinations in mathematics and reading for each public school in the state.  

NCLB further requires that states establish a minimum subgroup size of students assessed to ensure that reliable AYP determinations are made.  For the proficiency determinations, students must be continuously enrolled from October 1 through the assessment period.  In accordance with NCLB, AYP determinations must be made in all schools, even if they have fewer than 30 students in the “all students” group.  The state’s AYP Accountability Plan reads: “Any school and district that would not be held accountable using the AYP definition (i.e., N of 0–29) will be held accountable through the approval of their School Improvement Plan by the local school board pursuant to WAC 180-16-220, and an annual review by the Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI) to determine goal attainment.”  This requirement also applies to schools with no WASL tested populations.
The School Improvement Plan process can be viewed in Attachment A.  Requirements for the School Improvement Plan are listed in Attachment B.  Please send School Improvement Plans to OSPI for each school(s) listed for your district as shown in Attachment C.  Attachment C contains: 1) Schools with WASL tested population that is less than 30 students, and 2) Schools 
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with no WASL tested population.  If the list (Attachment C) contains a school which has not been appropriately identified, please email Kevan Saunders at kevan.saunders@k12.wa.us, stating the reason.  Please submit plans electronically to Kevan at kevan.saunders@k12.wa.us, no later than November 25, 2009.  
PLEASE NOTE:

· If your school is newly-identified, please submit the entire school improvement plan.

· If your identified school(s) submitted a school improvement plan to OSPI in 2008–09 and you have changes to your plan for 2009–10, please indicate the changes on the feedback form (Attachment D), sign and date assuring your annual review, and submit only Attachment D to OSPI by November 25, 2009.
· If your school(s) submitted a school improvement plan to OSPI in 2008–09 and NO changes were required, please review the plan, sign and date the assurance form (Attachment E), and submit only Attachment E to OSPI, by November 25, 2009.
If you have questions regarding this bulletin, please contact Gayle Pauley, Director of Title I/LAP and Consolidated Program Review at (360) 725-6100 or email gayle.pauley@k12.wa.us.  The agency’s TTY number is (360) 664-3631.
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Attachment A:

School Improvement Plan Process

Attachment B:

Requirements for School Improvement Plan WAC 180-16-220

Attachment C:

List of Schools Required to Submit School Improvement Plans

Attachment D:

N<30 School Improvement Plan Feedback Form

Attachment E:

N<30 School Improvement Plan Assurance Form

School Improvement Plan Process

School Improvement Plan Submission Process

The State Board of Education requires the development of a School Improvement Plan.  Further, WAC 180-16-220 requires School Improvement Plans to be approved by each district’s local school board.  The requirement to submit a School Improvement Plan to OSPI applies only to schools that have less than 30 continuously enrolled students in the “all students” reading and math proficiency categories or for schools that do not have WASL-tested grades.  Submission of the School Improvement Plan for review is a component of our federally-approved state accountability plan.

Due Dates and Plan Submission Information
For each school identified, the school district will coordinate the following:

· If your school is newly-identified, please submit the entire school improvement plan.

· If your identified school(s) submitted a school improvement plan to OSPI in 2008–09 and you have changes to your plan for 2009–10, please indicate the changes on the feedback form (Attachment D), sign and date assuring your annual review, and submit only Attachment D to OSPI by November 25, 2009.

· If your school(s) submitted a school improvement plan to OSPI in 2008–09 and NO changes were required, please review the plan, sign and date the assurance form (Attachment E), and submit only Attachment E to OSPI, by November 25, 2009.
Submit plans electronically to Kevan Saunders at kevan.saunders@k12.wa.us.  If the plan is not available in electronic form, provide a hard copy to: Kevan Saunders, Title I/LAP and Consolidated Program Review, PO Box 47200, Olympia, WA, 98504-7200.

Districts must provide the requested information by the above date; otherwise, schools will be determined to not have made AYP for the 2009–10 school year.  Please note that plans are required from all schools listed in Attachment C.

OSPI School Improvement Plan Review Process
OSPI will be responsible for reviewing the plans and will take the following actions:

· Review the plans to ensure that all elements are complete.

· Provide specific feedback to the school/district.

School Improvement Plan Components
School Improvement Plan components are found in WAC 180-16-220, 

http://apps.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=180-16-220.  The required components are summarized in Attachment B to this bulletin.

Requirements for School Improvement Plan

WAC 180-16-220

This checklist contains the required elements for School Improvement Plans under WAC 180-16-220.  School Improvement Plans are subject to review by the Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI).  The checklist is intended as a tool to assist in preparation of the School Improvement Plan and need not be submitted to OSPI.

1. ⁭
Evidence and date of annual school board approval.

2. ⁯
Evidence staff certification requirements were met.

3. ⁮
Evidence the plan is based on self-review and participation of required 

participants (staff, students, families, parents, and community members.)

4. ⁮
Brief summary of use of data to establish improvement.

5. ⁮
How continuous improvement in student achievement of state learning

goals and essential academic learning requirements (EALRs) is promoted.

6. ⁮
Recognition of non-academic student learning, what and how.

7. ⁮
Plan addresses characteristics of successful schools.

8. ⁮
Plan addresses educational equity (gender, race, ethnicity, culture, 

language, and physical/mental ability).

9. ⁮
Plan addresses use of technology to facilitate instruction.

10. ⁮
Plan addresses parent, family, and community involvement.

Buildings/districts with N<30 or schools that do not have WASL-tested grades who do not submit the required School Improvement Plan will not make AYP.  Failure to make AYP for two consecutive years will result in identification for school improvement beginning with Step 1.  The consequences associated with each step are detailed at:  http://www.k12.wa.us/ESEA/AdequateYearlyProgress.aspx.

N<30 School Improvement Plan Feedback Form

District Name:


School Name:


Contact Name:


Contact Number:
  E-Mail:


Annual Review Date of School Improvement Plan:


Changes to School Improvement Plan: (Please list out all changes made to the plan in the space below.)

	


Signature of Authorized Representative





Date

Print First/Last Name








Title

Please return the form by November 25, 2009, to:

Kevan Saunders
Title I/LAP and Consolidated Program Review
PO Box 47200

Olympia, WA  98504-7200

kevan.saunders@k12.wa.us

N<30 School Improvement Plan Assurance Form

District Name:


School Name:


Contact Name:


Contact Number:
  E-Mail:


Annual Review Date of School Improvement Plan:


By signing and dating the line below I am assuring that ____________________________ school has no changes to their School Improvement Plan.

Signature of Authorized Representative





Date

Print First/Last Name








Title

Please return the form by November 25, 2009, to:

Kevan Saunders
Title I/LAP and Consolidated Program Review
PO Box 47200

Olympia, WA  98504-7200

kevan.saunders@k12.wa.us
