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BULLETIN NO. 039-09  SPECIAL PROGRAMS & FEDERAL ACCOUNTABILITY
TO:

Educational Service District Superintendents



Educational Service District Assistant Superintendents



Chief School District Administrators



Elementary and Secondary School Principals



Title I, Part A Directors

Federal Program Directors


FROM:
Randy I. Dorn, State Superintendent of Public Instruction

RE:

2009 Title I, Part A Distinguished Schools Award Program 

CONTACT:
Larry Fazzari, Program Supervisor, Title I/LAP


(360) 725-6189 TTY: (360) 664-3631

larry.fazzari@k12.wa.us 

Applications are currently being sought for the 2009 Washington State Title I, Part A Distinguished Schools Award.  

Distinguished Schools Award Recognition

Four schools will be recipients of this award.  Two schools will be selected in the national category, and two schools will be selected in the state category.  Each submission must determine category and content area which the school is emphasizing:  exceptional student performance for two or more years or significant progress in closing the achievement gap between students.
National Recognition
Two schools overall will be selected for the national recognition category—one school in each of the categories below:

Category # 1:  One school selected will represent the Title I, Part A schools which have shown exceptional student performance for two or more years.
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Category #2:  One school will be selected to represent Title I, Part A schools which have significantly closed the achievement gap between the groups of students. 
The two schools receiving the 2009 National Distinguished Schools Award will receive recognition and be honored at the January 2010 Title I, Part A National Conference in Washington, DC.  These schools will also receive state-level recognition and $10,000.
State Recognition
Two schools will be selected for the State Distinguished Schools Award.  The two schools receiving the 2009 State Distinguished Schools Award will be invited to attend the Title I, Part A National Conference, in Washington, DC, and receive state-level recognition and $5,000.

Schools which meet either of the following criteria are eligible to apply for this award:

1) Title I, Part A schools which have exceptional student performance and successfully exceeded their adequate yearly progress targets in reading and mathematics for the school years ending in 2008 and 2009. (AYP must be made in all cells for eligibility.)
2) Title l, Part A schools which have significantly closed the achievement gap between groups of students in reading and mathematics for the school years ending in 2008 and 2009. (AYP must be made in all cells for eligibility.) 

Applying schools must have a poverty rate of 35 percent or higher for the 2009–2010 school year.

Please note schools that have received the National Title I, Part A Distinguished Schools Award must wait two years before applying again. However, schools that have received the State Title I, Part A Distinguished Schools Award within the two previous years are eligible to apply.
Selection Considerations

The following criteria will be considered when evaluating applications:
· Teaching and learning based on the approved state standards.

· Use of research-based instructional strategies.

· Opportunities provided for all students to achieve.

· Coordination of Title I, Part A program with other programs.

· Implementation of sustained research-based professional development.

· Established partnerships with parents, families, and the community.
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Nomination packet

The nomination packet includes:

· Participation form including assurances signed by the district chief school officer or designee (see attached School Participation Form).

· Completed Application (see attached Form 1586).

In addition, as part of the selection process, those schools nominated for this award are subject to a site visit by the Distinguished Schools Awards Selection Committee.

Award notification will be made after 2008–2009 AYP results are available.

Please send completed participation and applications forms by October 9, 2009, to:

Larry Fazzari, Program Supervisor

Title I/LAP

Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction

PO Box 47200

Olympia, WA  98504-7200

If you have any questions, please contact Larry Fazzari at (360) 725-6189 or email larry.fazzari@k12.wa.us.  The agency TTY number is (360) 664-3631.  This information is also available on the OSPI website at: http://www.k12.wa.us/BulletinsMemos/bulletins2009.aspx. 
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Alan Burke, Ed.D.

Deputy Superintendent
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Bob Harmon

Assistant Superintendent
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Attachment A:
School Participation Form

Attachment B:
2009 Title I, Part A Distinguished Schools Award Program Application
School Participation Form

2009 National Title I, Part A Distinguished Schools Recognition Program

[Preselect ONE option]

(  Exceptional student performance for two or more years.

(  Recognition for closing the achievement gap between student groups.

District Name:


District Mailing Address:


City, State, Zip:


Superintendent’s Name:


Email Address:
Phone:
Fax:

School Name:  
  Grades Served:


School Mailing Address:


City, State, Zip:


Principal’s Name:


Email Address:
Phone:
Fax:

Title I, Part A District Coordinator:


Email Address:
Phone:
Fax:

By agreeing to participate as a candidate for nomination to the National Title Distinguished Schools Recognition Program, I certify that, to the best of my knowledge, the following statements are true:

1. The Office of Civil Rights (OCR) has not issued any letter of findings to the LEA concluding that the school has violated one or more of the civil rights statutes or that there is a LEA-wide violation that may affect the school.  Or, if such a letter of findings has been issued, the LEA has remedied the violation(s) with a corrective action deemed suitable by OCR.

2. The nominated school has not refused OCR access to information necessary either to investigate a civil rights complaint or to conduct an LEA-wide compliance review.

3. The Department of Justice does not have a pending suit against the LEA alleging that the nominated school or the LEA as a whole, has violated one or more of the civil rights statutes or the Constitution’s equal protection clauses.

4. The nominated school has demonstrated adequate yearly progress (AYP) according to the state standard set under Title I of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act.

5. There are no findings or violations of the Individuals with disabilities Education Act in a U.S. Department of Education monitoring report that apply to the nominated school (or LEA, as applicable) in question, and if there are such findings, the state (or LEA, as applicable) has corrected, or agreed to correct.

The nominated school has an obligation under section of the Rehabilitation Act to ensure that its proposed program(s) “is accessible to persons with disabilities.”

  Signature of Superintendent (or designee)





Date

Form must be received by OSPI no later than October 9, 2009.  Send form to:

Larry Fazzari, Title I/LAP Program Supervisor

Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction

PO Box 47200

Olympia, WA  98504-7200

