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BULLETIN NO. 033-09  PROFESSIONAL EDUCATION AND CERTIFICATION

TO:

District Superintendents



Educational Service Districts Superintendents



Assistant Superintendents for Business and/or Business Managers



District Grant Program Administrators



District Teacher Assistance Program Administrators




Title I and Title IIA Program Administrators



Educational Service District Superintendents

Educational Service District Professional Development Ctr. Coordinators



Principal, Washington School for the Blind



Principal, Washington School for the Deaf 

FROM:

Randy I. Dorn, State Superintendent of Public Instruction

RE:

Beginning Educator Support Team (BEST) Grants 

CONTACT:  
Linda Foster, Program Administrator, Early Career Educator Development (360) 725-6323, linda.foster@k12.wa.us


Agency TTY number:  (360) 664-3631.

The Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI) has been tasked by the 2009 Legislature with implementation of a beginning educator support program in five to fifteen school districts and/or regional consortia. This program is intended to provide an enhanced level of support for the development of early career educators. It builds on more than two decades of capacity and infrastructure developed throughout Washington by school districts, educational service districts (ESDs), and other educational professionals through funding and assistance by OSPI's former Teacher Assistance Program (TAP).

Beginning Educator Support Team (BEST) grants provide competitive funding to school districts and/or regional consortia for implementation of a seamless system of 
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support for early career teachers – from initial hiring and placement to their first years in the classroom and later as candidates for Professional Certification. BEST grants are administered by OSPI's Early Career Educator Development (ECED) program (formerly TAP). In addition to BEST grant funding, ECED also provides resources and professional development for mentors and district/ESD program administrators.
Required BEST grant components are aligned with state standards for the induction of novice educators described in Effective Support for New Teachers in Washington State (CSTP-OSPI, rev. 2008). This document is available online at http://www.k12.wa.us/TAP/default.aspx or by contacting the OSPI Early Career Educator Development office at (360) 725-6323 or (360) 725-6119.

State standards for required second-tier licensure – Professional 
Certification – provide the framework for early career educator learning and expected areas of continuing development. Professional Certification standards for teachers are available at http://www.k12.wa.us/certification/teacher/procert-program.aspx.

BEST Grant Eligibility

All public school districts, the Washington School for the Blind (WSB), the Washington School for the Deaf (WSD), and educational service districts (ESDs) are eligible to apply.

Districts which received TAP funding in 2008-09 must complete the required TAP End of Year report (form package 309) in iGrants before BEST grant funding for 2009-10 to the district will be considered.

School districts, the WSB, and the WSD, may apply individually or as a member of a "regional consortium" which may include or be led by an ESD.
A regional consortium is defined as two or more school districts which collaborate in providing one or more of the required program elements.  All members of a consortium are required to meet all program components either individually or collaboratively. A regional consortium may or may not include an ESD depending on the capacity of the member districts and the ESD to carry out program requirements.

Required BEST grant program components include a paid orientation for new teachers; well-trained, well-matched mentors for first, second, and third year teachers; professional development for beginning teachers; release time for observations; assistance with development/annual refinement of mentee Professional Growth Plans; professional development for mentors; compensation for mentors; facilitated support of teacher candidates for Professional Certification; and compensation for those who 
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provide this support. See the attachment for further details, compliance requirements, and application instructions.

BEST funding to successful applicants will be provided directly to the school district or to the lead agency of a regional consortium. Only the lead agency of a regional consortium is eligible to apply a percentage of the funding (not to exceed 5 percent of the grant total) to administrative costs related to grant management.
Title I, Part A, and Title IIA may be used to supplement BEST grant funding to meet program criteria.

To the extent possible, OSPI staff will strive for an equitable distribution to urban and rural school districts of varying sizes across the state's geographic regions.
Expected Allocation per First Year Teacher




$5,000

Expected Allocation per Second Year Teacher



$3,000

Expected Allocation per Third Year Teacher




$   500

Expected Allocation per Candidate for Professional Certification
$   500

NOTE:  Third year teachers who are also beginning their candidacy for Professional Certification are eligible for a combined expected allocation of $1,000.

Given the uncertainties and dynamic nature of the current economic climate, BEST grants will be awarded for the 2009-10 school year only. It is recommended, however, that districts and regional consortia develop plans which reflect the seamless continuum of support needed to provide optimal early career development. The next funding cycle will be opened in spring 2010. Grant recipients for 2009-10 will be eligible to reapply.

The Beginning Educator Support Team (BEST) grant application will be available on Monday, June 8, 2009, on the OSPI iGrants system at:  http://eds.ospi.k12.wa.us/iGrants/(S(3jdgde55bbemvz55ehdonx55))/Default.aspx. 


The application deadline is 5 p.m. on Wednesday, July 8, 2009.
Funding decisions will be announced by Friday, July 24, 2009.
For additional information regarding BEST grants or the Early Career Educator Development program, contact Linda Foster, Program Administrator, at (360) 725-6323 or linda.foster@k12.wa.us. The agency TTY number is (360) 664-3631; www.k12.wa.us.

BULLETIN NO. 033-09 PEC

Page 3

June 1, 2009

COMMUNICATIONS AND EXTERNAL RELATIONS

Robert Harkins

Deputy Superintendent

PROFESSIONAL EDUCATION AND CERTIFICATION
Larry Lashway

Associate Director

EARLY CAREER EDUCATOR DEVELOPMENT 

Linda Foster, NBCT

Program Administrator 

Attachment:  BEST Grant Program Description, Eligibility, & Application Instructions
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