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TO:


Educational Service District Superintendents




Chief School District Administrators




Elementary and Secondary School Principals




Educational Service District Teacher Award Coordinators



Educational Associations




Other Interested Parties

FROM:

Dr. Terry Bergeson, State Superintendent of Public Instruction

RE:


Washington State Classified Employee Excellence Award 

The 2007 Legislature provided funds to implement the Washington State Classified Employee Excellence Award Program.  The purpose of the program is to recognize and honor the work of school and district classified staff members who have made a positive difference in their profession.  The Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI) is honored to administer a program that recognizes classified school and district employees who bring excellence, passion, and dedication to their work.  
Administrators, teachers, colleagues, students, and parents are invited to visit the OSPI Web site and complete the online nomination form at:

http://www.k12.wa.us/EducationAwards/ClassifiedEmployees.aspx
 
All school and district employees who are categorized as “classified” are eligible for this award.  A committee comprised of education professionals, parents, and/or members of educational associations will review and rate the applications based on the following criteria:
· Demonstration of outstanding work performance.

· Evidence of how the candidate supports students and colleagues.
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· Description of the candidate’s role in a special project or assignment.

· Other unique qualities or circumstances.

Completed nominations are due to OSPI no later than Friday, February 20, 2009.
Recipients will be invited to join the state superintendent in the spring for a special reception on the Capitol campus.
Your cooperation in posting this bulletin and circulating the attached flyer to inform staff of this opportunity is appreciated.  Nomination materials are only available online.  We hope you and others will take the time to complete the application and honor classified employees who have made a difference in your school and community.

If you have questions, please contact Hilary Seidel, Excellence in Education Recognition Coordinator, at Hilary.Seidel@k12.wa.us or 360.725.6117.  The agency TTY number is 360.664.3631.  
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Shirley Skidmore

Assistant Superintendent

Hilary Seidel

Excellence in Education Recognition Coordinator
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