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Section I 
General Information 

21st Century Learning Environments

We have an enormous variety of technologies from which to draw high-impact tools for learning. These technologies extend from MP3 players to GPS applications…from video cameras to iPods…and from cell phones to high-end course management software. 

When we integrate these digital technologies into the creative resources at work now in our classrooms, we inspire educators to shape the learning environment in new ways.

21st Century skills – digital literacy, inventive thinking, effective communication, high productivity – belong in today’s K-12 curriculum. In truth, our growing awareness of the urgent need for these skills has paralleled the rise of the leading edge technologies that power business and the global marketplace today. 
For students, these technologies engage a natural – and expanding – world view in which they construct, iterate, and refine knowledge in mediums that are applicable, in fact necessary, if our youth are to participate as world citizens.

Curriculum that promotes mastery of 21st Century skills aligns seamlessly with state standards and demands exceptional academic rigor. New high-tech learning media integrate traditional subject disciplines easily, and give educators an important edge – unbounded research, worldwide and peer-to-peer communication, meaningful affiliation, high productivity, and the power to differentiate instruction.

Section II
Learning Technologies Grant Program

Technology Integration That Improves Student Learning
Qwest Foundation provides $100,000 to the Washington State Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI) to promote the technology integration essential to connect with and teach the students who fill our classrooms.  
This grant application is the first step in a competitive process that will award $10,000 to 9 teachers, or teacher teams, whose proposed project meets the requirements of the Learning Technologies Grant Program. 
We will use the remaining $10,000 to:

· Develop case studies and related artifacts that document and interpret the experiences of our grant recipients.

· Document and distribute a portfolio of Washington-based best practices for technology integration. 
· Develop and implement a communication strategy that connects past and present grant recipients as a community of learners and practitioners.                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

Program Goal

Promote the development of 21st century learning environments in which educators and students engage in dynamic and creative learning communities that promote life-long learning.

As partners, OSPI and Qwest Foundation believe that digital technologies are essential tools for learning and teaching, and that creative integration will enrich the learning environment with powerful new ways for children to express themselves. We also believe that as teachers adapt their instructional practice to reach and inspire the new learner, we will see a corresponding rise in project-based learning, and academic rigor and performance.

Strategic Objectives
1. Develop and document learning experiences that use a variety of digital technologies to meet the needs of all learners.
2. Develop and document learning experiences that use a variety of digital technologies to improve student performance in the learning environment.
3. Identify instructional practices based on research and current practice that take advantage of today’s digital technologies.
Program Activities

· Recognize teachers who understand how students learn, and how ICT (Information and Communication Technologies) has shaped the 21st Century learner. 

· Recognize teachers who have changed their instructional practice to meet the needs of the 21st Century learner.
· Promote innovative learning models that use digital technologies to improve teaching and learning.

· Promote innovative learning models that use digital technologies as a powerful way to expand and stimulate the learning experiences for all students.

· Promote the integration of technology by sharing these proven innovations across the K-12 educational system.
· Support the goals and implementation of the Washington State K-12 Educational Technology Plan.

Grant Application Evaluation 

We will evaluate each application based on a vision statement and project description that comprise these principles of teaching and learning.

Teaching

· Teacher understands how students learn, and is comfortable as a guide and co-learner.

· Evidence that teacher bases his or her pedagogy on research and current best practice.

· Evidence that project will integrate digital technologies based on standards-based learning activities.

Learning

· Potential learning outcomes that meet the needs of all students.
· Potential for increased student engagement.
· Potential for creativity.
· Assessment strategy.

Section III
Requirements & Conditions
One Grant Award for Every ESD

We will award $10,000 to each of 9 teachers or teacher teams – one award for every ESD – whose proposed project meets the requirements of the Learning Technologies Grant Program. 
We will work closely with Educational Technology Support Center (ETSC) directors to notify applicants of the status of their applications, and announce the grant awardees.
Grant Dollars Flow Through the District

OSPI will disburse the grant funds to the districts in which the grantees work. District financial offices will administer the grant money for each teacher or teacher team.

The Learning Technologies Grant Program funds:
· Supplies and materials

· Software and hardware

· Professional development activities
Our grant recipients must use all supplies, materials, software and hardware purchased with grant funds in the classroom.

All supplies, materials, software and hardware grant recipients purchase become the property of the school district, but remain with the funded teacher(s) as long as they are in the district. 
Grant recipients must not use these grant funds for salaries, stipends or substitute teachers.
Grant Recipient Leaves the District
If a teacher grantee, or the lead teacher in a teacher team, leaves the district:


· All supplies, materials, software and hardware remain in a classroom.


· Anything purchased with grant funds remains within the school district.


Section IV
Grant Deliverables & Reporting
State or Regional Presentation
· Grant recipients must develop and deliver a presentation that describes how he or she is integrating digital technologies into the learning environment. 
· Grant recipients must deliver their presentation at a state or regional conference or event before August 31, 2009.  

Grant Outcomes Report Due Monday, August 31, 2009
Develop a report not to exceed 2,500 words that describes your experience.
Section V 

Eligibility, Application Process & Deadlines
Who Is Eligible?

· All Washington State K-12 certificated school teachers.

· All library/media specialists who have regular access to a K-12 classroom.

Applicants must be employed by a Washington State public school – individually or as a teacher team. 

We will consider one teacher or teacher team per application.

Who Is Not Eligible?

Previous Qwest Foundation Learning Technologies Grant Program awardees are not eligible to apply.
How to Apply
1. Complete the application form below.

2. Include a Letter of Support from one of these three individuals – applicant’s school superintendent, school principal or technology director/coordinator. Do not send more than one letter of support with your application.
3. Make sure an original and two copies of your complete grant application package – applicant information form, project proposal and letter of support – arrives at OSPI by 3:00 p.m. Monday, February 4, 2008.  
· Double check that you have the required original signatures on the applicant information form and letter of support. 

4. Find the mailing instructions at the end of the application form. 

Letter of Support
1. Each grant application must include a letter of support from one of these three individuals – applicant’s school superintendent, school principal or technology director/coordinator.

2. The letter of support must not exceed 350 words. Date, address, salutation and closing do not count toward the word count.

A letter of support must:

· State the teaching status of the applicant.

· Display an original signature.

· Be printed on school or district stationary.
· Shows evidence of leadership and initiative – teacher/library media specialist (or teacher team members) is a self-starter eager to explore and introduce new ideas about technology integration and instructional practice into the classroom.

· Document specific examples of the teacher/library media specialist (or teacher team members) as an engaged learner: 

· Identifies instances in which the teacher has shared experience and new knowledge with peers.

· Demonstrates a strong impulse to research, collaborate, communicate and create new learning experiences.

Application Publication, Deadline, Winner Announcement & Distribution of Grant Funds
	Application Activity
	Deadline

	Grant application online, http://www.k12.wa.us/EdTech/
	Monday, December 17, 2007

	Grant application deadline. We will not consider applications received after the deadline.  
	3:00 p.m. Monday, February 4, 2008

	Grant awards announcement will occur at the 2008 Northwest Council for Computer Education (NCCE) conference.
On the OSPI Educational Technology website, http://www.k12.wa.us/EdTech/

	Thursday, February 28, 2008
Friday, February 29, 2008



	OSPI distributes grant funds to districts
	After Thursday, May 1, 2008 

	District Expenditure of Grant Funds School districts must:

· Spend the grant funds identified for hardware and software. 

· Spend the grant funds identified for supplies, materials and professional development activities. 

· Install the new software and equipment.
	Friday, October 31, 2008


Section VI
Application Evaluation
Two Rounds of Judging

Two unique teams – one regional, one statewide – will evaluate grant applications through two rounds of judging.

Round #1
Regional committees at each ESD composed of a cross-section of educational stakeholders will read and evaluate all applications. Committee members will determine which applications meet the funding criteria best − based on the grant’s application requirements and evaluation guidelines. Each regional committee will recommend up to three applications from their ESD region or service area.

Round #2
A statewide committee made up of representatives of OSPI, Governor’s Office, Qwest Foundation and educators will evaluate the top three applications from each region. Committee members will select one $10,000 grant from each region.
Technical Assistance & Contact Information

OSPI and Educational Technology Support Center (ETSC) staff will provide technical assistance and answer questions. 

1. Contact the ETSC Director at your local ESD,   http://www.edtech.wednet.edu/etsccorner/directory.shtml.
2. At OSPI contact Julia Fallon, julia.fallon@k12.wa.us or 360-725-6246 or Dennis Small (dennis.small@k12.wa.us or 360-725-6384).

Section VII
Grant Application
	[image: image1.png]




	
OFFICE OF SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION

Educational Technology

Old Capitol Building


PO BOX 47200



Olympia WA  98504-7200


Qwest Foundation Learning Technologies Grant Application





Applicant Information
	SCHOOL BUILDING

     

	SCHOOL DISTRICT

     
	EDUCATIONAL SERVICE DISTRICT

     

	NAME OF TEACHER/TEACHER TEAM MEMBERS

     
	TELEPHONE NUMBER of Teacher or Team Contact
     
	ADDRESS

     

	E-MAIL ADDRESS OF TEACHER OR TEAM CONTACT
     
	CITY, STATE, ZIP CODE

     

	GRADE LEVEL(S)

     
	SUBJECT AREA(S)
     

	NUMBER OF STUDENTS

     
	


Original Signatures Only!
Name of School District 











Applicant’s Signature(s) 











We require an original signature for each of these three individuals – applicant’s school superintendent, school principal and technology director/coordinator.

Superintendent
_________________________________

____________________

_
 AND
Printed Name                                         


Signature                                                      
Principal

 ________________________________

___________________________________
AND
 Printed Name                                                       
Signature                                                      
Technology Director/Coordinator 
_________________________________

____________________


AND
Printed Name                                      


Signature                                                      
Your Vision

Vision

Describe your vision for technology in K-12 learning environments. (Arial 12-point type, 1” margins, maximum 250 words)

The Project
Technology Integration 
1. Attach an estimated budget that lists the hardware, software and supplies you plan to purchase for your project. (1 page, Arial 12-point type, 1” margins)
· Important! Check with your district financial office before you create a budget. Some districts charge an Indirect Cost Rate on grant dollars, which will impact your budget total.
2. In your classroom(s) today, what learning technologies can your students access? Begin with the list below.

	Internet/web ____________
	Interactive white boards __________

	Computers

· # in your classroom(s) _____ 

· # in library or lab/media center _____
	LCD projectors _____

MP3 players/ software _____

Video conferencing _____

	Cameras

· Video _____

· Digital _____

· Document _____
	Global positioning system applications _______

Other ___________________



	· Collaboration and communication software

· Email _____

· Virtual meetings _____

· File sharing _____

· Other _____
	

	
	


Project Proposal
Tell us about your project. (1 page at Arial 12-point type, 1” margins, maximum 400 words)

· What will your students learn? Reference the appropriate Grade Level Expectation(s).
· What technology or technologies do you plan to integrate into this learning experience, and why?

· How will you use the technology or technologies?

· How will this approach support student learning? 
· How will your project meet the needs of the different learning styles in your classroom?

· How will you assess whether or not your students learned what the project is designed to teach?
· How will you assess the effectiveness of the learning model?
Professional Development (Arial 12 pt font, 1” margins, maximum 250 words)
· Have you identified any professional development activities that support this project?
· How do these PD activities support the learning experience? 
· List any statewide or regional events you plan to attend at which you will share your project experience and new learning. 
Section VIII
Submission Guidelines, Application Checklist
Do not fax or email your application. We accept hard copies only by mail or hand delivered.

Submit one original and two copies of the full proposal to OSPI no later than 3:00 p.m. on Monday, February 4, 2008. 

Format Your Application

We will not review incomplete or improperly formatted applications. Word counts vary, so check the word count requirement carefully for each section. 
Format your application this way:
· One-inch margins on all four sides.

· Single space.
· Arial 12-point type.
· Number all pages.

· Maximum of 30 lines of text per page.

Important: Do not attach additional support materials, school profiles, or appendices. We will discard any additional materials to the grant application we have enclosed here. Do not use spiral binding.

Checklist – Applicant Information and Signatures
Make sure you have each of these signatures as originals:
· You – the applicant (and other teacher team members if applicable)
· Superintendent

· Principal
· Technology Director/Coordinator
Checklist – Grant Application
Make sure you respond to all the areas of interest on the application:
1. Vision

2. Technology Integration
· Estimated budget
3. Project Proposal

· What will your students learn? Reference the appropriate Grade Level Expectation(s).

· What technology or technologies do you plan to integrate into this learning experience, and why?

· How will you use the technology or technologies?

· How will this approach support student learning? 

· How will your project meet the needs of the different learning styles in your classroom?

· How will you assess whether or not your students learned what the project is designed to teach?

· How will you assess the effectiveness of the learning model?
Checklist – Letter of Support
Make sure you include a Letter of Support from one of these three individuals: 
· Superintendent

· Principal
· Technology Director/Coordinator
Do not send more than one letter of support with your application.
Submit Your Application
Submit your completed grant application package to OSPI no later than 3:00 p.m. on Monday, February 4, 2008. 

We require original signatures, so mail or hand-deliver your applications to: 

Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction
Attention: Julia Fallon/Educational Technology
Old Capitol Building

P.O. Box 47200

600 South Washington

Olympia, WA 98504-7200

We cannot accept faxed or emailed applications.
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