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BULLETIN NO. 108-07         PROFESSIONAL EDUCATION AND CERTIFICATION

TO:
Educational Service District Superintendents


Chief School District Administrators


Assistant Superintendents for Business and/or Business Managers

Teacher Assistance Program Coordinators

FROM:
Dr. Terry Bergeson, State Superintendent of Public Instruction

RE:
Teacher Assistance/Mentoring Assistance Program Funding

Allocations
Attached is a list showing the allocation for each school district participating in the 2007–2008 Teacher Assistance/Peer Mentor Program (TAP). The allocation is based on the number of participating beginning teachers reported by each school district on the approved TAP iGrant.  In October, school districts indicated that a total of 2,410 individuals will participate in the 2007–2008 Teacher Assistance Program. This provides for $790 for each participating beginning teacher/ESA. School districts are receiving the allocation in Revenue Account 415802 - Special Pilot Projects. 

School Apportionment and Financial Services distributes payments to school districts through the monthly apportionment payment process. Payments began in October, 2007, at the rate of 20 percent in October. They continue at 10 percent per month November 2007 through June 2008.

Additions/Deletions
This year, school districts are asked to report any additions to or deletions from their beginning teacher/ESA list by February 1, 2007.  The agency anticipates being able to fund late hires at a small portion of the original allocation. The amount will be dependent on the number of late hires. See the attached “iGrants Change Request Process” for instructions on making changes to the iGrant. It is the intent of this policy to capture for assistance those teachers who would accrue too much experience to be eligible for funding in 2008-2009 (over 90 days).
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Reporting of Expenditures
TAP expenditures are to be reported on Form SPI F-196 in Program 58, Special and Pilot Programs—State.  Expenditures must be incurred during the period of July 1, 2007, through August 31, 2008.  If the report indicates that the district did not spend all of the allocation between July 1, 2007, and August 31, 2008, the amount of under-spending will be recovered.  No carryover to the 2008-2009 school year will be allowed.  Expenditures are allowed for stipends, training, travel to training, substitute reimbursement for observations, and benefits.  No indirect costs are allowed.  
Please note that this is a 14-month spending cycle.  For expenditures in July and August, districts must be clear whether they are being paid out of current year funds or “prepaid” funds for the upcoming school year, and account for them accordingly.
Surveys
Again this year, beginning teachers and ESAs will be surveyed in the spring regarding the types and quality of the assistance they have received.  This information will be used as future funding decisions are made by OSPI and the Legislature.  Results from the 2007 survey are on the TAP website (www.k12.wa.us/profdev/tap). 
Professional Development for Mentors and TAP Coordinators
OSPI will again offer the popular summer Mentor Academies in June (Spokane and Seattle) and, dependent upon appropriations, August.  District administrators and principals should make every effort to identify mentors or potential mentors and take advantage of this cost-effective opportunity to greatly enhance the quality of the assistance that new teachers receive.  Details will be posted soon on the TAP website.
If you have questions regarding the Teacher Assistance Program, please contact Linda Foster at (360) 725-6323 or linda.foster@k12.wa.us.  If your questions relate to the apportionment process, please contact Steve Shish at (360) 725-6307 or steve.shish@k12.wa.us.  The agency TTY number is (360) 664-3631.

HIGHER EDUCATION AND CERTIFICATION 

Corrine McGuigan, Ph.D., Assistant Superintendent

Research and Educator Development
Arlene Hett, Ed.D., Director

Professional Education and Certification

Attachments:
  2007-08 Allocation by District

  iGrants Change Request Process

