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PUPIL TRANSPORTATION

TO:
Educational Service District Superintendents


School District Superintendents

Regional Transportation Coordinators


Transportation Supervisors

FROM:  
Dr. Terry Bergeson, State Superintendent of Public Instruction

RE:
Changes to the Annual School Bus Mileage Report 
CONTACT:
Dan Payne, (360) 725-6120, dan.payne@k12.wa.us

Agency TTY number (360) 664-3631

The 2007 Washington State Legislature passed 2SSB 5114, which requires the Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI) to modify school district accounting procedures to ensure that all costs of state-funded student transportation are separated from all other transportation costs.  An integral part of the accounting process for the assignment of costs is based on the Annual School Bus Mileage Report.  As a result of this change, the Annual School Bus Mileage Report will become subject to review by the State Auditor’s Office.  
The 2006–07 Annual School Bus Mileage Report will be submitted to the Regional Transportation Coordinator as part of the Required Student Transportation Report (the fall ridership count process) with a due date of October 31, 2007.  The online mileage report process is no longer available.  The mileage report form and associated instructions will be distributed with the ridership bulletin during the last week of August.  The reporting categories for the 2006–07 school year mileage report remain the same as indicated in OSPI Bulletin B084-06, dated August 14, 2006.  
Beginning with the Annual School Bus Mileage Report for the 2007–08 school year, there are additional reporting categories.  Attachment 1 provides guidance to school districts regarding how to appropriately track and assign mileage during the 2007–08 
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school year, in order to be able to accurately complete the Annual School Bus Mileage Report that will be due October 31, 2008.  Starting with the Annual School Bus Mileage Report for the 2007–08 school year, school districts are required to isolate all school bus mileage not associated with state-funded school transportation and move such mileage out of to/from and into another reporting category.  Starting with the 2007–08 Annual School Bus Mileage Report, nonschool district related school bus mileage will be included in the total mileage and reported in either “inter-governmental school bus mileage” or “other school bus mileage.”
The following provides the regulatory authority for OSPI to require this information:

RCW 28A.160.170 (which reads in part):

Student transportation allocation — District's annual report to superintendent.

Each district shall submit to the superintendent of public instruction during October of each year a report containing the following: …
     (1)(a) … the number of miles estimated to be driven for pupil transportation services … and
(b) the number of miles driven for pupil transportation services as authorized in RCW 28A.160.150 the previous school year; …
     Each district shall submit the information required in this section on a timely basis as a condition of the continuing receipt of school transportation moneys.  
If you have any questions concerning the Annual School Bus Mileage Report 1021, please contact Dan Payne, Pupil Transportation Program Supervisor, at dan.payne@k12.wa.us, or at (360) 725-6120.  The agency TTY number is 
(360) 664-3631.

This information is also available at www.k12.wa.us/bulletinsmemos/ on the agency Web site.
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Attachment 1 – Instructions for completing the Annual School Bus Mileage Report 1021
